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Section: Business/First Page
The Nation Date: Thursday 3 November 2016

Volume: 41 No: 54940 Page: 1B(Left)
The Nation Col.Inch: 9.84 Ad Value: 20,172 PRValue (x3): 60,516 Clip: Full Color

Circulation: 68,200 . . , ,
Ad Rate: 2,050 Column: NEWS FEED: CTH ‘FILES REHAB PETITION

CTH FILES REHAB PETITION’

CTH, a former leading pay-TV
operator, has reportedly filed a
rehabilitation petition in the Central
Bankruptcy Court after suffering
from total debts of Bt21.45 billion.

According to Isranews agency,
the court accepted the case, which
was lodged by eight members of
CTH's executive committee includ-
ing CEO Amarit Sukhavanijand
Thana Tummanon, and set the
hearing for the reorganisation peti-
tion inquiry in December.

CTH's creditors or stakeholders
may file an objection to this petition
with the court not less than three
days before the trial date.

Because of the huge losses, CTH
decided to cease its service early
this year and left its customers
behind.

On Monday, the broadcasting
committee of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
decided to revoke CTH’s broadcast-

ing licence.
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Headline: Rural broadband project delayed

Clip: Full Color

INTERNET PROBLEM

The national broadband project covering
40,432 villages will be delayed to mid-2018
because of management problems. B2

TECHNOLOGY

Rural broadband
project delayed

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The national broadband project covering
40,432 villages is to be delayed because of
management problems.

It was originally scheduled to be rolled
out next year 2017.

Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong,
in his capacity as acting Digital Economy
and Society Ministey, said the project is
now expected to be ready by the second
quarter of 2018. He was reporting to
yesterday's meeting of Digital Economy
and Society Committee, chaired by Gen
Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The government plans to install
internet broadband network to cover
40,432 villages, 24,700 of which would
be handled by state telecom firm TOT
Plc, with an investment cost of 15 bil-
lion baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) is
to handle the installations for the remain-
ing 15,732 villages. The NBTC's invest-
ment costs have not been made available.

According to Mr Prajin, the NBTC
has now completed installations in
3,920 villages.

Mr Prajin said the government is also
committed to moving ahead with the
5-billion-baht submarine cable project,
to be handled by CAT Telecom Plc.

News ID: C-161103001069 (3 Nov 16/05:29)
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The submarine project is part of the
government’s hard infrastructure devel-
opment plan to promote Thailand as an
Asean digital gateway.

Previously, CAT Telecom PLC had
been assigned to take responsibility for
construction of the national subma-
rine cable. The project, however, failed to
take off, as the state-owned company has
yet to finish its organisational restructur-
ing as required by the government's plan
to set up a national holding firm.

The cabinet in August approved the
draft State-owned Enterprises Improv-
ing Governance Bill, which will play a
vital role in driving state-backed firms to
improve their services.

The bill calls for a five-year strategic
development plan for state enterprises
to pursue and conform to the coun-
try’s national economic and social devel-
opment plan.

Under the bill, a national holding com-
pany will oversee the 12 corporatised
state enterprises, including CAT Tel-
ecom. Assets of the 12 state enterprises
will be transferred to the national hold-
ing firm within 180 days of the bill coming
into force.

The bill is expected to come into effect
by the end of this year or early next year
if it is approved by the National Legisla-
tive Assembly.
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