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Revenue collection beats target

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The government made a good start to fiscal
2017, exceeding its revenue collection
target by 10 billion baht in the first month
of the fiscal year.

The larger-than-targeted revenue haul
in October was a good sign as policymak-
ers fretted over a potential economic slow-
down, said Krisada Chinavicharana, direc-
tor-general of the Fiscal Policy Office.

The government gathered 199 billion
bahtin revenue last month, propelled by a
greater-than-expected intake by the Rev-
enue Department and contributions from
state enterprises.

The Revenue Department, the largest
tax-collecting agency, alone mustered 114
billion baht in October, surpassing its target
by 600 million, thanks to still-good corpo-
rate and personal income taxes and value-
added tax (VAT) on domestic purchases of
goods and services, Mr Krisada said.

“VAT imposed on imported goods still
fell [in October], but VAT on domestic

The auctions of the
900- and
1800-megahertz
spectra made a
large contribution
to revenue
collected during
the last fiscal

year. SEKSAN

purchases remained good,” he said. “This
indicated that domestic consumption is still
resilient and it was not a worry.’

Tax collection data is an early indicator
of economic conditions during the mourn-
ing period for His Majesty King Bhumi-
bol Adulyade;j.

The Excise Department last month fell
billions of baht short of target because of
lower sin taxes levied on liquor and ciga-
rettes, while the Customs Department
missed the first-month target by 2 billion
baht, Mr Krisada said.

“The Excise Department has a monthly
tax collection target of 40-50 billion baht,
so the billions of baht in revenue was not
regarded as significant,” he said. “However,
the lower-than-targeted revenue resulting
from sin tax collection indicated that con-
sumption might be slowing down”

In the Customs Department’s case, a
revenue collection shortfall of around 2

billion baht was considered as significant
when compared with its monthly revenue
of 10 billion.

“It's necessary to look at the details
and see what was the rationale behind
the lower-than-targeted revenue,” Mr
Krisada said.

Other state agencies’ revenue collection
in October outpaced the target of 6 billion
baht and state enterprises also contributed
higher-than-targeted income of 6 billion.
The government seta target to garner 2.34
trillion baht in revenuein fiscal 2017, which
began on Oct 1.

The state managed to collect2.39 trillion
baht in revenue last fiscal year, exceeding
the target by 63.5 billion or 2.7%.

A 56.2-billion-baht revenue surge from
the 900- and 1800-megahertz spectrum
auctions was the major contributor to the
better-than-targeted revenue collection.

A 13.7-billion-baht higher than tar-
geted state enterprises’ revenue contri-
bution, 11.7-billion more from excise tax
on oil, a 7.26-billion more than targeted
excise tax on automobiles and 5.83-bil-
lion more from personal income tax
also contributed.
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NBTC seeks fund for TOT’s fixed-line upgrade

FINANCIAL BACKING OF AD HOC PANEL, MINISTRY NEEDED FOR SWITCH OF
TELEPHONE NUMBERING SYSTEM FROM NINE TO 10-DIGIT

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THENATIONALBroadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission
will ask the ad hoc National Digital
Economy Committee and the
Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society to seek ways to support TOT
financially as it upgrades the nation-
wide fixed-linetelephone numbering
system to 10 digits from nine.
NBTC deputy secretary-general
Korkij Danchaivichit said the com-
mission’s telecom committee on

Monday decided that this issue was
important and could affect the
NBTC’s numbering plan in the near
future.

Therefore, the upgrade by TOT
needs support from the government.

The NBTC estimates that the cost
of the upgrade to 10 digits should be
only Bt6 billion, while TOT has put
the cost at Bt21 billion.

The state telecommunications
agency said it could not afford such a
major investment while it is in a
financial crisis.

The NBTC believes that the

upgrade to a 10-digit system should
start within three years.

Recently TOT asked private tele-
com companies and the government
to support the upgrade financially. It
said mobile-phone operators would
mainly benefit from the upgrade, as
it would increase the availability of
mobile-phone numbers. However,
TOT's fixed-line service will not gain
anybenefit, asitisaless popularserv-
ice.
According to the NBTC’s new
numbering plan, a 1 will be added to
all fixed-line numbers after the first

0, followed by the existing numbers.
For example, the existing number
02xxxxxxx will be changed to
O12XXXXXXX.

As the owner of all fixed-line
phone numbers nationwide underits
concessions, TOT has to take thelead
in the upgrade.

The switch to a10-digit system will
expand the total complement of
mobile-phone numbers to 760 mil-
lion from the current 260 million
used and idle numbers, while the
fixed-linenumbers will double to 100
million.
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The mobile-phone operators hold
a total of 184 million numbers, of
which 100 millionarebeingused. The
NBTC now has only 72 million
mobile-phone numbers available for
allocation.

Currently TOT has 1.4 million
fixed-line subscribers. This does not
include 1.26 million users of True
Corp and 384,000 users of TT&T,
which operate under TOT conces-
sions.

True's concession will end in
October next year and TT&T’s in
October 2018.

THE SWITCH TO A 10-DIGIT
SYSTEM WILL EXPAND THE
TOTAL COMPLEMENT OF
MOBILE-PHONE NUMBERS
T0 760 MILLION FROM

THE CURRENT 260 MILLION
USED AND IDLE NUMBERS,
WHILE THE FIXED-LINE
NUMBERS WILL DOUBLE
TO 100 MILLION.
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