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NBTC CONTINUITY
Takomn Tantasith is appointed to remain for a

second five-year term as secretary-general of

the telecom and broadcasting regulator.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

Takorn to continue
holding post at NBTC

Board gives approval
in unanimous vote

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Takorn Tantasith has been officially
appointed to continue in a second five-
year term as secretary-general of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC).

The NBTC board approved the appoint-
ment yesterday by unanimous vote at a
meeting on an undisclosed agenda.

Mr Takorn’s first five-year term as
secretary-general is set to end on Jan 4,
said ACM Thares Punsri, chairman of the
NBTC board.

But the existing 10 members of two
committees — five each in charge of the
telecom sector and broadcasting — will
have to resign after serving full six-year
terms that end in October 2017.

Mr Takorn, 56, is the most suitable
person for the job, ACM Thares said,
especially given his prominent roles in
cooperating with the military govern-
ment and the Digital Economy and Soci-
ety (DE) Ministry to promote the digital
economy policy.

Mr Takorn said he appreciated the
board’s appointment.

Even though the term is for five years,
Mr Takorn said he will resign the post
immediately when the new NBTC com-
missioners are seated after the amended
NBTC draft bill takes effect — probably by
this year-end.

The bill stipulates the NBTC will not be
dissolved. But its management and oper-
ational structure will be reformed, with
the number of commissioners reduced
to seven from 11.

The two existing committees, telecom
and broadcasting, will be dissolved to
enable aflexible decision-making process.

The NBTC board sees Takom Tantasith asthe most suitable person for he position of

o

secretary-general of the commission. NARUPON HINSHIRANAN

Mr Takorn said it is too early to pre-
dict when the recruitment process for
new NBTC members will conclude. But
the existing commissioners can con-
tinue working until their replacements
are named.

In other news, the NBTC yesterday
officially determined the starting price
for the country’s first auction of 16 VIP
and auspicious mobile phone numbers
slated for Nov 27.

The starting price for the most coveted
numbers, 099-999-9999 and 088-888-
8888, is set at 20 million baht each.

The remaining 14 numbers are set at
6 million baht each. They are 090-000-
0000, 091-111-1111, 092-222-2222, 093-
333-3333, 094-444-4444, 095-555-5555,
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096-666-6666, 097-777-7777, 098-888-
8888, 061-111-1111, 062-222-2222, 063-
333-3333, 064-444-4444 and 065-555-5555.

The auction is expected to generate
at least 100 million baht in revenue for
the state.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC will publi-
cise the mobile number auction directly to
over 700 SET-listed companies, along with
informing the public using news tickers on
specific TV programmes.

At least four prospective companies
have expressed an interest in bidding, he
said. Some companies have said they want
to bid on the lucky mobile numbers for
use as their call centres because they are
easy to remember and reflect prosperity
and wealth.
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The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission board yester-
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January 4,2017.
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The NBTC
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plan to auction
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mobile-phone
numbers on
November 27.
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the auction
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NBTC hopes lower interconnection rates
will encourage operators to cut call tariffs

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadecasting and
Telecommuniecations Commission’s board
yesterday approved new network intercon-
nection rates for voice service provided by
mobile-phone and fixed-line operators, in a
move that it hopes will encourage compa-
nies to cut their call tariff rates.

The new rates come into effect on
January 1.

NBTCmember Pravit Leestapornvongsa
said the watchdog hoped the new rate for
mobile service would help small and medi-
um-sized mobile-phone operators, includ-
ing mobile virtual network operators
(MVNOs), to survive among intense price
competition from incumbent mobile oper-
ators.

“The new rate will reflect the real cost of
the voice service, which will benefit MVINOs
and help them offer lower tariffs to specific

market segments,” he said.

The interconnection rate is the fee that
the network of an outgoing call pays to the
network of the call receiver on a mutually
agreed basis per minute.

The new rate for mobile-phone voice
service will be Bt0.27 per minute, a drop of
21 per cent from the current Bt0.34 per
minute. The new rate comes into effect on
January 1 for one year, and will drop by
another 30 per cent to Bt0.19 per minute in
January 2018.

Meanwhile, the interconnection rate for
fixed-line service will be Bt0.31 per minute
from January1,adrop of 9 per cent from the
current Bt0.34 per minute. A furtherfall 9.6
per cent to Bt0.28 per minute will take place
in January 2018.

The watchdog is hoping that the lower
interconnection rates will force the phone
operators to adjust their tariffs by introduc-
inglower packages, NBTC secretary-gener-
al TakornTantasith said.
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According to the NBTC office, the ceil-
ing call rate for 1800MHz/900MHz voice
services is Bt0.69 per minute, while the ceil-
ing for 2.1GHz service is Bt0.82 per minute.

At the end of the third quarter, the aver-
age call tariff among the country’s mobile-
phone operators was Bt0.63 per minute for
1800MHz/900MHz services, and Bt0.67
per minute for 2.1GHz service.

In another matter, the NBTC yesterday
held a press conference to announce the auc-
tion ot 16 auspicious mobile-phone numbers
on November 27.

The agency has set the starting bid price
for two numbers — 08-8888-8888 and 09-
9999-9999 - at Bt20 million each, while the
bidding will start at Bt6 million each for
another 14 lucky numbers, including 09-
0000-0000, 09-1111-1111, 09-2222-2222,
09-3333-3333, 09-8888-8888 and 06-
4444-4444,

The NBTC will transferall proceeds from
the auction to the state coffers.
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NBTC board nods

to Bt2.5-billion
aid for digital
TV broadcasters

SUBSIDISING COST OF
SENDING PROGRAMMES TO
SATELLITE AND CABLE
PLATFORMS FOR 3 YEARS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BOARD ofthe National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission yes-
terday approved in principle the proposal of
the broadcasting committee to subsidise
digital-TV broadcasters’ costs of transmit-
ting their programmes to satellite and cable
platforms for three years at a total cost of
Bt2.5 billion.

The NBTC board asked the broadcasting
panel to consider three issues: the source of
funding, legal aspects, and whether the
companies providing transmission services
to the broadcasters could be asked to lower
their fees.

Thebroadcasting committee will submit
its conclusions on these issues to the NBTC
board this month, NBTC secretary-gener-
al Takorn Tantasith said.

He said that under the proposal, the
subsidy would be Bt837.42 million a
year including value-added tax for three
years.

The subsidy scheme, aimed at easing the
financial burden of digital-TV broadcasters,
is expected to begin next year.

Besides broadcasting programmes via
the terrestrial system, the digital-TV broad-
casters are required to send their pro-
grammes to the cable and satellite platforms

News ID: C-161110003047 (10 Nov 16/06:20)
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as well, under the NBTC’s “must carry” rule
to enable all platforms to access free TV
channels on and equal basis.

The digital-TV operators have been
responsible for the cost.

The broadcasting committee approved
providing financial support to the broad-
casters on Monday and submitted the plan
to the NBTC board yesterday.

Thetotal expenditure of all 26 digital-TV
channels forsending their standard-defini-
tion (SD) programmes via Ku- and C-band
satellite systems to other TV platforms is
estimated at about Bt400 million a year.

If the transmission of high-definition
(HD) shows is included, the total cost is
around Bt800 million per year.

Ten of the country’s digital-TV channels
are categorised as HD. They transmit their
HDsignals to terrestrial TV receivers, while
SD signals are provided to satellite TV
receivers to control costs.

Help sought

The digital-TV operators have been ask-
ingthe NBTC to help them find ways to ease
their financial burdens amid business dif-
ficulties.

Thebroadcasting committee held an auc-
tion in December 2013 that resulted in the
granting of 24 digital-TV licences to 17 win-
ning bidders in April 2014.

Their total value of the licence payments
is Bt50.86 billion, spread over six years.

Now there are only 16 operators left after
the regulator decided to revoke two digital-
TV licences held by Thai TV Co after the
company’s refusal to pay the second instal-
ment of its upfront licence fees late last
year.
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