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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

HINSHIRANAN

TOT public telephone booths in Bangkok. The state te

lecom is to roll out the national internet network in rural areas next year. NARUPON

Broadband in 2,000 more villages by March

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Plc says it will begin to roll out the
national broadband internet network
across 2,000 more villages in rural areas
by March next year.

The development is part of the gov-
ernment’s effort to provide affordable
high-speed internet access to low-income
rural households, in compliance with the
nation’s digital infrastructure develop-
ment roadmap.

“Installation of the national broadband
network across 24,700 villages nationwide
is set to be completed by March 2018, said
TOT president Monchai Noosong.

TOT is setting conditions for an auction
to seek suppliers for fibre-optic network
equipment. The auction is expected to take
place next month, and the results may be
revealed by year-end.

The winners must supply TOT their
fibre-optic networks in January.

“We can commence construction of the
national broadband network in the first

quarter of 2017,” Mr Monchai said, adding
that the construction cost is expected
to fall to 10 billion baht from 15 billion

previously planned.

The ad hoc national digital economy
committee, chaired by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha, last week decided to
shorten the development process of the
national broadband project by allocating
the budgeted 15 billion baht directly to TOT
to accelerate the construction.

The decision to hasten the process came
after the Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry delayed the creation of terms and
conditions for an auction for seven months.

The government plans to install internet
broadband network to cover 40,432 villages,
24,700 of which will be handled by state tel-
ecom enterprise TOT, with an investment
cost of 15 billion baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC) is
to handle the installation for the remaining
15,732 villages, for which investment costs
have not been made public.
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The regulator will use the universal
service obligation fund for the broadband
network investment.

Mr Monchai said TOT will be allowed to
conduct an auction to search for fibre-optic
network suppliers.

The state telecom enterprise must report
all details of the project procurement pro-
cedures, including details of the auction,
to the DE Ministry, which was assigned by
the government to supervise the national
broadband project.

Mr Monchai said he will place priority on
the transparency of the auction processes,
the project planning and implementation,
including spending.

“We realise that the national broadband
project’s purpose is to serve the develop-
ment of the country’s digital economy and
narrow the digital divide, and itis not actu-
ally aimed at generating a profit,” he said.

Mr Monchai said the auction to seek
suppliers will comprise three segments of
equipment products: fibre-optic network,
WiFi hotspot equipment and distribution
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panel boards, the latter a component of
an electricity supply system that divides
an electrical power feed into subsidiary
circuits while providing individual cir-
cuit breakers.

At least 10 private companies have
expressed interest in participating in the
auction to provide the national broadband
network equipment, he said.
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