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NBTC to assign numbers
to keep up with loT tech

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) will assign specific numbers for the
Internet of Things (I0T) services as part of the plan to cope

with the trend of the technology.

ToT is a computing concept that describes a future where
everyday physical objects will be connected to the Internet

and be able to identify with other devices.

The NBTC deputy secretary-general Korkij Danchaivichit
said the NBTC office would revise the existing NBTC num-
bering regulations to promote the IoT and machine-to-
machine communication (M2M) by assigning new groups of

numbers.

The NBTC has a plan to lunch the regulations for the IoT

services next year, he added.

The NBTC has studied the IoT numbering plan, based on
the International Telecommunications Union standard,
which could be between 10 digits and 15 digit numbers.

“We will regulate the number under the concept that will
be a cheaper fee rate than the existing number fees in many

categories,” he said.

Currently the NBTC charges Bt2 per number per month
formobile and fixed-line numbers, Bt10,000 pernumber per
month for the four-digit numbers and Bt 100,000 per num-

ber per month for three-digit numbers.

The NBTC cited the research from GSMA, which found
that ToT services will rapidly grow in a next few years, so the
NBTC needs to assign numbers to them to avoid a shortage

of numbers in the near future.

The GSMA represents the interests of mobile operators
worldwide, uniting nearly 800 operators with almost 300

companies.
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Headline: Entertainment schedules back on air, within reason

Clip: Full Color

NOTHING TOO RUDE

Maijor digital TV operators resume broad-
casting entertainment programmes today, a
month after the passing of the King. B4

Entertainment schedules
back on air, within reason

NANAT SUCHIVA

Major digital TV operators have adjusted
their programming to suit the mourning
atmosphere as they resume broadcasting
entertainment content today.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
has issued guidelines for digital TV and
radio channels to resume the broadcast of
entertainment content after suspending it
for 30 days since the passing of His Majesty
the King.

However, some entertainment pro-
grammes are still not allowed during the
first week of resumption due to inappro-
priate content.

BEC World Plc, the operator of Chan-
nel 3 Original and Channel 33HD, has
adjusted its line-up including dramas,
variety shows and documentaries for the
Nov 14-20 period.

Its prime-time drama, Nakee, starring
Nuttaporn Temeerakand Phupoom Phong-
panu, will be on air again six days in a row
from Nov 14. More dramas will be brought
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back to air as well.

Channel 3’s variety shows carrying con-
tent related to His Majesty the King will
remain during weekdays, such as Lightning
Talkwith Saisawan Khayanying.

Its sports programme, Thai Fight Air
Race I, will be broadcast on Saturday from
Nov 19 during the prime-time period to get
back its viewers.

RS Plc announced that Channel 8 would
return to its usual schedule of news, sports,
drama and variety from Nov 21, butwould
ensure that content is appropriate as people
are still grieving.

RS chief operating officer Porn-
pan Techarungchaikul said the channel
has followed the NBTC’s broadcasting
guidelines since Oct 13 to pay tribute to
the late King.

Kematat Paladesh, president of PPTV,
said the digital TV channel will follow the
NBTC's guidelines to restrict the broadcast
of inappropriate content during Nov 14-20.
It will focus on news related to the royal
funeral, documentaries, sports and dramas
such as See Pan Din.
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