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Headline: Digital piracy faces crackdown

GOVERNANCE

Digital piracy faces crackdown

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
ordered state officials to speed up the crack-
down on digital piracy, especially transac-
tions using popular social media.

Thosapone Dansuputra, acting director-
general of the Intellectual Property Depart-
ment, said that despite continued efforts to
tackle intellectual property (IP) violations,
piracy remains widespread, particularly the
sale of counterfeit products on Facebook
and at weekend markets.

“The premier and commerce minis-
ter are gravely concerned about digital
piracy and ordered the authorities to sup-
press piracy, particularly on Facebook,”
he said. “The piracy rate on social media
is now higher than that of camcording
movies in cinemas.”

According to Mr Thosapone, the depart-
mentis holding talks with the Digital Econ-
omy and Society Ministry, the Office of the

National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission and the Internal Secu-
rity Operations Command (Isoc) to launch
a clampdown on piracy on Facebook and
amend the Computer Crime Act to extend
the penalty to cover IP infringements on
the internet.

“The governmenthas introduced a host
of measures to curb IP violations as it aims
to remove Thailand from the US’s Priority
Watch List for IP violations in 2017,” he said.
“We hope Thailand’s status will improve
next year””

As part of the strategy to tackle digital
piracy, the governmentin August approved
a 20-year IP reform roadmap, featuring
action plans for the short, medium and
long terms.

The short-term action plan calls for the
government to have Thailand removed
from the Priority Watch List next April
through new enforcement measures.

The roadmap spanning 2018-21 covers

support for Thais to develop their own intel-
lectual property as well as measures to pro-
tect against and suppress IP violations. It
also calls for establishing a new environ-
ment that stimulates IP creation, the com-
mercialisation of IP, law enforcement and
the promotion of geographical indication.

The plan entails more spending on
research and development and the crea-
tion of an IP database. Efforts will also be
made toraise awareness of the harm caused
by using pirated products.

The national IP policy committee
chaired by Gen Prayut approved the long-
term reform plan and the action plans,
which will be jointly implemented by Thai
authorities and their US counterparts.

As a short-term measure, authorities
will work closely with Isoc, the Department
of Special Investigation and the national
police to clamp down on piracy, with an
eye on cutting the piracy rate over the next
four months.
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NBTC helps Bhutan with
spectrum management

COUNTRY LOOKS TO BOOST ITS REGULATORY PRACTICE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

BHUTAN WANTS to learn from
Thailand’s experience in spectrum
management to further develop its
regulatory practice.

On Monday, the Bhutan
InfoComm and Media Authority
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Thailand’s National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission for cooperation
in telecommunications and broad-
casting.

The signing, which took place at
the four-day “ITU Telecom World”
event that began in Bangkok on
Monday, marks the first such coop-
eration between the two countries.

Dasho Karma Wanchuk Penjor,
secretary of Bhutan’s Information

and Communications Ministry, said
his country was taking the step to
develop the telecom and broadcast-
ing industry to cope with new tech-
nology.

Bhutan’s government has
awarded two mobile-phone-service
licences, one to the state-run Bhutan
Telecom (B-Mobile) and the other to
Tashi InfoComm (TashiCell).

Theyboth providesecond-, third-
and fourth-generation services on
the 800-megahertz and 2.1-giga-
hertz spectra.

Bhutan has only 779,000 people
and the two operators have already
reached 90-per-cent penetration. B-
Mobile has 445,000 users while
TashiCell has 250,000.

Per the two-year agreement,
Thailand and Bhutan will cooperate
inspectrum management, monitor-

ing and licensing of radio commu-
nications, broadcastingand telecom
regulations, consumer protection
and disputeresolution, promotion of
technical innovation, and interna-
tional cooperation, especially under
the International Telecommunica-
tion Union and the Asia-Pacific
Framework.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said the commis-
sion would share with Bhutan its
insight gained from auctioning fre-
quencies and its plan to expand cel-
lular services.

The NBTC plans to auction the
1,800MHz band and reallocate the
700MHz band for mobile services
after successfully auctioning
1,800MHz and 900MHz licences,
which brought in Bt232.67 billion
in fees.
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Takorn Tantasith, second left, secretary-general of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, on Monday
exchanges an agreement on spectrum-management collaboration with Chenchi Dorji, second right, director-general of the
Bhutan InfoComm and Media Authority. NBTC chairman Thares Punsri, left, and Dasho Karma Wanchuk Penjor, right, secretary
of the Information and Communications Ministry of Bhutan, look on.
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Column: QUICK NEWS: AIS unit says One-2-Call users not inconvenienced by card shortage

Col.Inch: 14.66  Ad Value: 17,592 PRValue (x3): 52,776 Clip: Black/White

AIS unit says One-2-Call users not
inconvenienced by card shortage

Advanced Wireless Network (AWN), the mobile-phone
operator subsidiary of Advanced Info Service (AlS), told the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
yesterday that its prepaid service subscribers had not been
unduly affected by the ongoing lack of One-2-Call refill cards
at 7-Eleven convenience stores.

The NBTC had invited involved parties to a meeting to
address the issue following a complaint by a group of con-
sumers that the shortage had caused inconvenience to users.

However, only AWN representatives attended.

The watchdog had called in AWN, CP All — operator of the
7-Eleven chain - and True Corp.

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said AWN had told
the watchdog that its One-2-Call users could top up their call
value via other channels.

CP All stopped ordering the AlS prepaid cards early last
month, pending the completion of renegotiations for a new
revenue rate that AIS would pay the company for selling One-
2-Call refill cards at 7-Eleven outlets.

CP All has reportedly asked AIS to pay 7 per cent of its
card-sales revenue, which is the same rate as True pays to CP
All forits refill-card sales.

AIS currently pays CP All 5 per cent of the revenue fromits
cardsales at 7-Eleven stores.
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