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TV channels set to resume normal programming

ABOUT 90 PER CENT OF ENTERTAINMENT SHOWS WILL RETURN BUT ADVERTISERS

STILL AWAIT NOD ON TELECASTING PAID COMMERCIALS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

STARTING FROM THIS WEEK,
most new entertainment television
programmes will resumed on free-
to-air TV stations to stimulate audi-
ence ratings while advertisers are
still waiting for the appropriate time
to run their paid commercials, the
chief of media business association
said.

Triluj Navamarat, chairman of
the Media Agency Association of
Thailand (MAAT), said last week
about 90 per cent of normal TV pro-
grammes on local free-to-air televi-

sion stations will return to normal.

“This change was advised early
this month by the broadcasting
committee of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
[NBTC]tomanage publicsentiment
after the passing of His Majesty the
King in mid-October,” Trilyj
explained.

Despite the granting of greater
flexibility by the broadcast watch-
dog, TV shows with restricted con-
tent forthose aged below18 and cer-
tain specified programmes still
remain prohibited during the
first 100 days of national mourning

for the late His Majesty the King.

However, the chief of the MAAT
said that his association would con-
tinue to keep a close watch on
demand from local advertisers dur-
ing the current week as well as feed-
back from audience after the full
line-up of TV programmes
were broadcaston TV and radio sta-
tions.

In adding to this point, some cor-
porates pending their launch of
marketing campaigns to stimulate
consumer demand in this quarter
alsotook a wait-and-see approach to
make sure that all media outlets
could be allowed to run commer-

cials. “TV stations, radio stations as
well as online media are a crucial
part of the marketing campaigns of
all corporates to reach target cus-
tomers,” he stressed.

Full resumption

GMM Grammy, which operates
two digital TV channels namely
One31 and GMM 25, is planning to
resume normal TV shows and to
rerun top-rated dramasto boostrat-
ings.

GMM25 digital channel recently
announced its gradual change of TV
programming to normal had begun

since November 14. The full line-up
in evening prime-timeslots, includ-
ing top-rated TV series”Club Friday
To Be Continued”, “O-Negative”, “
and “Club Friday The Series 8” as
well as music contest “Stage Fighter”,
will be resumed this week.

One3l, another digital TV chan-
nel run by GMM Grammy, said that
it would bring “Pit Sawat”, one of its
most popular patriotic period dra-
mas, back on screen on evening
prime time viewing, starting from
tonight.

RS chief operating officer
Pornpan Techarungchaikul said
normal programming at Channel 8
would  be resumed
today.

According to media research
giant Nielsen (Thailand), an esti-
mated Bt4. billion worth of adver-
tising spending last month was can-
celled because the government had
ordered all media outlets to suspend
paid commercials as well as
entertainment radio and TV pro-
grammes following the passing of
the King.

The study suggested that the
value of cancellations represented
about 45 per cent of total advertis-
ing spending of Bt10.24 billion in
the same month last year.

fully
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SIM scrapping TOT 3G contract to focus on CAT

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

SET-listed Samart I-Mobil (SIM), the most
active operator under the mobile virtual
network operator (MVNO) model, says it
will scrap an agreement with TOT Plc to
provide 3G service on the state telecom
enterprise’s 2100-megahertz network by
year-end.

The handset flagship of Samart Corpora-
tion will focus on providing mobile service
on CAT Telecom’s 850MHz network for a
single platform.

“The contract termination is simply to
focus on providing 3G service on a single
network [CAT] in order to manage operat-
ing costs more effectively and enhance our

brand recognition,” said Samart president
Watchai Vilailuck.

Focusing on a single operation will
allow SIM to boost its customer base and
market share, he added.

SIM provides 3G service on both TOT
and CAT networks under the MVNO model
— where companies provide mobile ser-
vices but do not own networks.

Mr Watchaisaid the company decided to
choose CAT because of its greater network
coverage than TOT.

CAT has 14,536 3G base stations nation-
wide, while TOT has 5,320.

In addition, CAT is cutting the wholesale
leasing prices it charges for its 3G network
by 10% this year-end to increase profit

margins for MVNOs.

SIM started providing mobile service on
TOT’s 2100MHz network in 2010, and on
the CAT’s 850MHz band in May this year.

CAT has five companies providing 3G
mobile service on its 850MHz network
under the MVNO model — Real Move, a
subsidiary of third-ranked TrueMove; The
WhiteSpace, the operator of Penguin; Data
CDMA, the operator of My World 3G brand;
168 Communication; and SIM.

TOT awarded five firms, including
Samart, the right to resell 3G service over
its high-speed packet access network.

SIM has a combined 200,000 active 3G
customers under TOT and CAT networks,
down from 700,000-800,000 four years ago.

Mr Watchai admitted that MVNOs face
intense competition from mobile operators,
which have stronger financial health and
brand names as well as effective distribu-
tion networks.

Thailand’s mobile market has become
increasingly saturated, with the number
of mobile subscribers higher than
the population.

Furthermore, major operators have con-
tinuously pursued aggressive marketing
and promotional programmes to increase
their market shares.

Earlier, SIM also asked the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) to return 300,000
mobile numbers, out of a total 500,000,
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to the regulator — as the company is
unable provide acceptable services to its
target customers due to high network leas-
ing costs.

The regulator’s telecom committee
approved SIM’s request on Nov 1.

Mr Watchai also said SIM is undergoing
major restructuring and brand refurbish-
ment to diversify into non-mobile busi-
nesses toreduce reliance on handset sales.

“We're moving into digital marketing
and e-commerce to accommodate digital
lifestyles,” he said.

The company aims toreach 8 billion baht
in revenue this year, 80% of whichwill come
from mobile phone sales and the remaining
1.5 billion from non-mobile businesses.
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Thaicom sees foreign partnerships as way to expand business collaboration

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

SATELLITE OPERATOR Thaicom
is hopeful that its recent partner-
ships with satellite manufacturer
China Great Wall Industry Corp and
another foreign company it has
declined to identify will lead to fur-
ther business collaboration in the
future.

Thaicom’s senior vice president
for corporate affairs, Ekachai
Phakdurong, said these partnerships
could pave the way for other business
collaborations in China or even in
other foreign markets.

Thaicom, which has been recog-
nised asone of the global top 10 satel-
lite operators, continues to explore
new business models to boost rev-
enue, he said.

Last month Thaicom announced
that its subsidiary International
Satellite Company (ISC) had entered
a partnership with a foreign busi-
ness to develop a new broadband
satellite project worth around
US$208 million (more than Bt7.3
billion). Thaicom has declined to
reveal the name of this partner.

The planned satellite will operate
under the licence and orbital slot
held by the partner. The partner will

also provide Thaicom with advanced
service fees that will serve as the
source of funding for the construc-
tion of the satellite.

As part of the project, ISC also
entered a satellite-procurement con-
tract with China Great Wall Industry
Corp, which is China’sleaderin satel-
lite construction and commercial
launch services. The satellite, with a
15-year life span, is expected to be
completed around the end of 2019.
It will provide broadband and mobil-
ity servicesin the Asia-Pacificregion.

Ekachaisaid the project would be
a new revenue source for Thaicom
from its procurement of the satellite

for the partner and its provision of
maintenance service for the project.
He said Thaicom was still con-
sidering developingitsown Thaicom
9 satellite and was waiting for the
satellite-service regulations in
Thailand to become clearer.

Working panel

Late last week, acting Digital
Economy and Society Minister
Prajin Juntong said he had appoint-
ed a working panel, chaired by
deputy permanent secretary Somsak
Khaosuwan, to work out details
regarding the ministry’s plan to

reform the satellite-service industry.

The panel was ordered tofinish its
work within 45 days. Prajin added
that he had not instructed the panel
to focus on any specific ways to
reform the industry.

Earlier, the ministry focused on
the goal of bringing Thaicom’s two
licensed satellites, Thaicom 7 and 8,
into the ministry’s concession regime
as part of the reform.

Thaicom currently has five satel-
lites in operation: the Thaicom 4
(IPSTAR) broadband satellite and
the Thaicom 5, 6, 7 and 8 broadcast-
ing satellites.

Thaicom 4, 5 and 6 operate under

the ministry’s concession regime,
while the other two fall under the
National Broadcasting and Telecom
Commission’s licensing regime.

A telecom industry source said
that if the panel did not go for the
option ofasking Thaicom tobringits
licensed satellites into the conces-
sion regime, it might instead pro-
pose that these satellites pay the min-
istry a fee for the right to use
Thailand’s orbital slots.

The fee would also be imposed on
the future Thaicom satellites under
the NBTClicensing regimeand those
of any other satellite operators that
will come to Thailand in the future.
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TOT to release
terms for
partnerships

STATE AGENCY APPROVES BUSINESS PLAN
FOR 2.3GHZ SERVICE; WILL INVITE PROPOSALS

USANEEMONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

STATE TELECOM agency TOT
planstoreleasethetermsofreference
next month for seeking business
partners to help develop mobile
broadbandservice using its 2.3-giga-
hertz spectrum.

Asourceinthe TOT board said the
agency’s board had approved a new
business plan forthe 2.3GHz service
last week.

TOT will invite interested com-
panies to make partnership propos-
alsinJanuary. Telecom network sup-
pliers and telecom operators will be
allowed to form consortia to submit
proposals.

The state agency says it will pick
the proposals with the best social,
economic and financial value.

TOT will wholesale 60 per cent of
60 megahertz of bandwidth on the
2.3GHz spectrum to mobile-phone
operators to offer mobile broadband
service and allocate another 20 per
centtoprovideits ownservice, either
onitsownorvia MVNO (mobile vir-
tual network operator) partners.

The state agencyexpectstotal rev-
enue of Bt2 billion peryear fromthese
operations. The remaining 20-per-
cent capacity will be deployed to pro-
vide wireless service for the govern-
ment’s upcoming broadband proj-
ects.

TOT has tested the 2.3GHz serv-
icein someareasin Thailand in coop-
eration withtwoforeign telecom net-
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work suppliers, China’s Huawei
Technologies and Finland’s Nokia
Networks. A telecom-industry
source said Thailand’s three private
telecom operators Advanced Info
Service (AIS), Total Access Commu-
nication (DTAC) and True Corp were
all expected to be keen on being
TOT’s partners for 2.3GHz service.

Thesource added that DTAC was
likely to be the most interested in a
partnership, as unlike its two rivals,
it had failed to secure additional
bandwidth from the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission’s spectrum auc-
tions in 2015 and this year.

TOT has explored many ways to
boost its revenue. Early this month
the state agency expanded coverage
of its 2.1GHz third-generation
broadband service from Greater
Bangkok to nationwide by roaming
with the 3G-2.1GHz network of
Advanced Wireless Network (AWN),
a subsidiary of AIS.

This move is part of their part-
nership to provide 3G service for a
six-month trial period, under a con-
tractsigned in September. An official
permanentcontractis expectedto be
signed after the trial period.

TOT expects that next year its
mobile-phone-service unit will post
revenue of Bt15 billion, of which Bt14
billion will be contributed from the
wholesaling of 80 per cent of its
2.1GHzbandwidth to AWN. Therest
will be from its own 3G service and
those of its MVNO partners.
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