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NBTC asked to lower telecom
licence, phone number fees

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has been asked to reduce the
annual licence and monthly phone-
number fees for all telecom compa-
nies.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said yesterday that
the requestby some telecoms was part
of their plan to reduce tariffs for their
users.

The NBTC will consider the mat-
ter if it gets official written requests
from the operators.

Last week, China Mobile, a Chinese
telecom and strategic partner of True
Corp, asked the NBTC to set lower
licence fees after the regulator raked
in Bt232.67 billion from the last auc-
tion of two licences for the 1,800-
megaherz spectrum and two licences
for the 900MHz frequency.

True and Advanced Info Service
each won twolicences. True has to pay
atotal of Bt116billion and AIS Bt116.6
billion for thespectrum fee within four
years.

The NBTC’srevenuefromalllicence
feesisexpected toreach Bt9 billion this
year. The regulator will transfer about
Bt4 billion to the state after deducting
its expenses, Takorn said.

Yesterday, the NBTC’s telecom
committee acknowledged a study by
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Time Consulting on a plan to adjust
the telecom licence fees. The com-
mittee asked the NBTC’s staff to con-
sider the recommendations and send
their conclusions back to the com-
mittee for regulatory action.

According to the consulting com-
pany, telecoms with annual revenue
over Bt20 billion should pay 1.25 per
cent of total income as the telecom
licence fee.

The rate would be progressive -
0.25 per cent forrevenue under Bt100
million, 0.5 per cent for revenue of
Bt100 million to Bt1 billion, 0.75 per
cent for revenue of Bt1 billion to Bt5
billion and 1 per cent for revenue of
Bt5 billion to Bt20 billion.

The mobile-phone number fee
should be Bt1.50 per number per
month, which would be down from
the current maximum of Bt2.

Currently, telecoms with annual
revenue over Btl billion pay 1.5 per
centoftotal income asthe fee for their
NBTC licence.

Therate risesfrom 0.25 per cent for
revenue under Bt100 million, 0.5 per
cent for Bt100 million to Bt500 mil-
lion to 1 per cent for revenue up to Btl
billion.

All telecoms contribute 3.75 per
cent of their annual revenue to the
Universal Service Obligation Fund.

The phone-number fee accounts
for more than half of the NBTC’s fee
income each year.
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Headline: PPTV stepping up news quality to expand base
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BROADCASTING

PPTV stepping up news
quality to expand base

NANAT SUCHIVA

PPTYV, a digital station run by Bangkok
Media and Broadcasting Co, will enhance
its news programming to complement its
premium sports positioning.

PPTV president Kematat Paladesh said
the channel will focus more on in-depth
news production asitonly has normal news
reports, a field which is highly competitive
among major digital TV channels.

The channel’s news production team
has been working on enhancing its skills
and in-depth reports on environmental
problems, natural disasters and commu-
nity development.

Mr Kematat said PPTV has achieved
success from its sports content, and is
looking to expand the channel’s fan base
in the future.

The proportions of content broadcast on
the channel will remain unchanged as the
channel’s positioning is stable.

PPTVis nowranked 12th among 24 digi-
tal TV channels, falling from 8th, according
to Nielsen Thailand. Its slide is due to many
factors during the year-end period such as
the sluggish economy and the one-month
suspension of content broadcast after the
passing of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej on Oct 13.

Mr Kematat said every digital channel
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has faced the same fate during the mourn-
ing period, losing around 30-40% in rev-
enue, but now many channels are seeing
revenues pick up.

The regulator has allowed TV channels
to resume broadcasting some entertain-
ment content since Nov 14.

Mr Kematat said he agreed with the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission’s plan to extend the
due date fordigital TV operators to pay their
licence fees as this will help reduce finan-
cial difficulties.

PPTV launched the Big December
2016 campaign yesterday featuring the
world’s biggest football matches such as
El Clasico and the Fifa World Cup 2018
qualifying matches, as well as many lead-
ing football leagues such as the English
Premier League, La Liga, Calcio Serie A,
Bundesliga, Uefa Champions League and
Uefa Europa League broadcast both live
and with daily reruns.

Mr Kematat said the campaign is aimed
atemphasising upcoming important foot-
ball matches and tournaments itwill broad-
cast throughout the month.

PPTV is the only free TV channel in
Thailand that has obtained the rights to
broadcast live football matches from the
world's bestleagues for three years in a row,
from 2016 to 2019.
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