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Ad Rate: 1,500 Column: THEY SAID IT
TH EY s AID IT mander, promises to pursue all lese majeste
suspects.
[1]
WE REMEMBER HIS “OF COURSE | WANT TO STAY
MAJESTY FOR HIS GREAT IN JAPAN.”
VISIUN AND DEDICATION" Utinan Won, 16, born and raised in Japan
Message to Thailand signed by US Secretary but _nfdered deported in a10-second court
of State John Kerry on the birth anniversary decision.
of King Bhumibol.
- “CUSTOMS OFFICIALS
[THE] MILITARY REGIME  COULD VISIT THE ASSEMBLY
y “SHT GoR hts Commission, i PI-ANT“
sian Human Rights Commission, in a i :
a yesterday. of the Bangkok Mass Transit Authority
that 100 gas-powered buses were made in
THISCASEWILLCOME ~ MeseeroCoe
TOMENDWITHINTHREE -5 1 prpecren oBE
S B LAUNCHED WORLDWIDE BY
Pol Gen Chakthip Chaijinda, national police o
chief, on the hunt for accused embezzler, 2020 7 W\
money launderer, land encroacher ar}d Takoi Taitasith; (\\:\ )
religious sect founder Phra Dhammajayo. secretan-general, : I ‘E 4
National Broadcasting m
s 2
“LLARESUBJECTTOTHE  Exrecmiose  rmm
SHHE LA, e
Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha,
prime minister, chief of
the ruling military council “ENUUGH IS EN”UGH"
(NCPQ), sole law enforce- R . mb b
ment officer, on fugitive Najib quak. Malaysian prime minister, in
religious sect founder words directed at Myanmar leader Aung San
Phra Dhammajayo. Suu Kyi on the Rohingya violence.
[1]
“O0THER COUNTRIES NEED COSTSAREOUTOF
T0 UNDERSTAND THAI CONTROL...CANCEL ORDER!
Donald Trump, US president-elect, tweet
CULTURE.” anthapregssaly s Eoahp cxmpenmr
Gen Chalermchai Sitthisart, army com- building a new Air Force One presidential jet.
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Column: WINNERS: Phra Dhammajayo

Clip: Full Color

WINNERS

Phra Dhammajayo

The Dhammakaya sect founder contin-
ued to provide the important national
questions. Is it soap opera? Comedy?
Psychological warfare? At week'’s end
the white-clad disciples replaced Phra
Dhammajayo as “abbot” of the Pathum
Thani spaceship. The always interesting
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission ordered followers
to shut off their cable and satellite TV
broadcasts, but they didn’t, plus the dual
simulfeeds on the internet continued in
HD. At week’s end, there was strong con-
cern authorities are planning to attack.
The last time that happened to a major
religious cult was in 1993 at Waco, Texas.
US authorities bungled araid on a fringe
Christian sect, the Branch Davidians.
More than 80 people, mostly women and
children, died in a fire that consumed the
sect’s huge compound.
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Headline: COMPUTER CRIME ACT DRAFT SLAMMED Public urged to fight new internet law

COMPUTER CRIME ACT DRAFT SLAMMED

Public urged
to fight new
internet law

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

»> A legal monitoring group has
urged people to express their disapproval
of the draft of the new Computer Crime
Act over the internet and in social media
channels.

The call was made ahead of the third
reading of the draftin the National Legisla-
tive Assembly (NLA) on Thursday.

The Internet Dialogue on Law Reform
(iLaw) said on its website that the draft’s
definition of offences was too broad and
people did not know the boundaries of their
legal limits.

The act would also give screening panels
the power to blockwebsites evenwhen con-
tent was not regarded as unlawful, it said.

According to iLaw, it is highly likely the
draft will pass the third reading and come
into force despite the fact that many inter-
net users were still concerned about it.

A campaign has been rolled out to
encourage those opposed to the draft to
express their concerns to the NLA and rel-
evant authorities online and in social media
channels. The aim was to stall or suspend
the draft deliberation, it said.

Rights advocates have long decried the
use of the CCA as an additional charge
against individuals already facing criminal
defamation charges.

The CCAisblamed for silencing human
rights defenders reporting alleged abuse or
malfeasance, and activists who exercised
their right to free speech.

Many activists have attacked Section 14
of the existing CCA, which they said was
too broad and open to abuse, and the latest
draft fails to address these matters.
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Critics also said Section 18 of new draft
widens authorities’ scope and grants them
more power to search and intercept data
and communications while investigating
alleged offences. Under the CCA’s current
version, authorities are only allowed to do
sowhen probing suspected violations of the
CCA itself. However, the latest draft grants
permission to conduct such searches in
all cases.

Meanwhile, a bill on digital develop-
ment for the economy and society has
passed the third reading of the NLA. It was
approved on Friday in a 161-2 vote with
four abstentions.

Saowanee Suwancheep, chairman ofthe
NLA's committee vetting the bill, said the
legislation would lead to the establishment
of the national digital economy and society
committee to map out national policy as
well as regulations and announcements
on the issue.

The panel can be formed immediately
by the cabinet after the bill is put into force.

Afundwill also be established to execute
the task under the bill, she said, adding in
this initial stage, 15% of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion’s frequency allocation revenue will be
drawn to the fund.

During the reading, debate centred on
Section 44 of the bill, which indicates that
the Office of Digital Economy Promotion’s
assets are shielded from being funnelled
to state coffers.

Lawmalkers argued the revenue could
be lost. The bill was later amended to allow
revenue or any benefits deriving from the
office’s operations to be returned to the
state’s coffers.
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