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The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050

Section: Business/First Page
Date: Friday 16 December 2016
Volume: 41 No: 54984

Page: 1B(Left)

Col.Inch: 8.69 Ad Value: 17,814.50

Column: NEWS FEED: THAI TV WINS INJUNCTION

PRValue (x3): 53,443.50

Clip: Full Color

THAI TV WINS INJUNCTION

The Central Administrative Court
hasruled in favour of Thai TV Co by
granting a temporary injunctionto
protect the company from seizure of
remaining bank guarantees by the
broadcasting regulator after its two
digital television licences were
revoked.

Under the injunctionissued on
December 6, Bangkok Bank, the guar-
antor for Thai TV Co, has no obligation
to take responsibility for the three
remaining unpaid instalments of
upfront licence fees to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission until a further
verdict by the court.

Formerly led by gossip guru
Pantipa “Sister Tim" Sakulchai, Thai
TV Cooperated Thai TV, anews chan-
neland Loca, a family channel, under
the NBTC’s licence-based regime.
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Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,220

Section: Business/NATIONAL

Date: Friday 16 December 2016

Volume: - No: - Page: B3(Top Right)
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Headline: Underground cable: Draft on cost due soon

Clip: Black/White

Underground
cable: Draft on
cost due soon

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The first draft of the cost structure for putting
existing overhead telecom and broadcasting
cables into a single platform below ground will
be released by next March, says the national
telecom regulator.

If the draft is approved, the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will set maximum rates for pipeline
usage charges for laying cables within TOT
Plc’s single pipe platform at 20,000 baht per
kilometre per month, said secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

The development is part of the govern-
ment’s roadmap to relocate existing electrical,
telecom and broadcast cables underground in
three provinces by 2020 to remove the clutter
of overhead utility wires.

The first three provinces are Bangkolk, Samut
Prakan and Nonthaburi with a combined
127km of wire along 39 roads. The costis 51.7
billion baht for laying the wires underground.

The NBTC signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on the roadmap in July
with four state agencies: TOT, the Metropoli-
tan Electricity Authority (MEA), the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA) and the
Royal Thai Police.

The MEA was assigned toreplace all existing
overhead power lines with underground lines,
requiring an investment of 48.7 billion baht.

TOT was responsible for constructing an
additional underground system worth 3 bil-
lion baht, in line with project demands and
grouping all existing telecom and broadcast
cables into TOT’s single platform.

Mr Takorn said the regulator has already
completed a hearing on the execution of the
first draft with all related parties.

“We believe the maximum charge of 20,000
baht per kilometre per month is a fair rate,”
he said.

TOT president Monchai Noosong said the
state enterprise has 25,000km of underground
pipes, called conduits, nationwide.

So far, 10 private telecom companies have
rented space on TOT’s conduits to put their
cables underground, generating 450 million
baht in revenue for TOT annually.

Mr Monchai said TOT is investing in addi-
tional pipes underground in three provinces
under its 3-billion-baht budget.

“We expect the underground platform to
generate 1 billion baht in annual revenue after
we reach full-scale implementation by 2020,”
he said.
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