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JOURNALISM

2016 marks year of ‘government interference’ in media

This year was one of “government interfer-
ence and the media’s depression’, accord-
ing to the Thai Journalists Association
(TJA).

In its report released vesterday, the
TJA said the media situation in Thailand
continued to be obscure. Among the con-
straints was the special power afforded by
Section 44 of the interim charter and the
orders reserved by the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO), as well as the
prime minister’s negative attitude towards
the media.

The government is trying to interfere

and control the media in many ways under
the guise of “media reform”.

The National Reform Steering Assem-
bly's (NRSA) media reform steering com-
mittee recently deliberated a bill onrights
protection, ethics and professional stand-
ards in the media.

The TJA joins the National Press Coun-
cil, the News Broadcasting Council of Thai-
land, the Thai Journalists Association, the
Online News Providers Association and
the Thailand Cable TV Association in
opposing the draft.

The organisations say the draft would
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invite intervention from politicians or
government officials through the national
media council whose members include
permanent secretaries of four ministries
aswell asfourrepresentatives selected by
the government.

The organisations say the government
should respect the constitutional right to
press freedom and honest expression of
opinion thatadheres to ethical and profes-
sional standards.

The TJA advocates the principle of self-
regulation in the media, and doubted the
media council would be able to uphold

this. A requirement is also being con-
sidered for a media outlet to register as
a member of the national media council
before it can operate.

The association added that Section 44
of the interim charter was invoked when
the NCPO chief ordered a five-year grace
period before the military and govern-
ment agencies return radio frequencies
they supervise to the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion for re-allocation. This means five
years of broadcast media coming under
the state’s power.
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As 2016 draws to an end, The Nation looks forward to the year ahead on 10 issues ofiinterest. These include the coronation of the new King, politics and foreign affairs in 2017,

a high-profile court case against a former primerminister, good news for commuters, and more.

Contributed by Kasamakon Chanwanpen, Wasamon Audjarint. P

"Chularat Sagngpassa, Sasitharn Ongdee, Kittipong

|

_MONARCH'SFINAL

JOURNEY

he royal cremation ceremony

of His Majesty King Bhumibol

Adulyadej (King Rama IX)

will be the grandest and most
important event in 2017.

Apart from the . relevant
authorities, every Thai is hoping this
will be an exquisite, impressive and
heartfelt goodbye befitting Thailand’s

. greatest and most beloved monarch.

King Rama IX reigned over

Thailand from 1946 to 2016, and at .

the time of his passing, he was the
world’s longest-reigning monarch.
During his = seven-decade-long
reign, His Majesty was so devoted
to his people that they in turn could

i

not help but love and deeply revere
him. :

. Since His Majesty’s .passing on
October 13, millions of Thais have
been queuing for hours outside the
Grand Palace for a chance to lay
prostrate before his body. Many
mourners are seen praying for their
beloved monarch even after the doors
of the Grand Palace close.

In addition, everybody has been
keeping a close eye on every step
leading to the ceremony, starting from

the choice of wood for the royal pyre.

Logs of agarwood were selected
and transported from Prachuap Khiri
Khan’s Kui Buri National Park on

News ID: C-161231003049 (31 Dec 16/07:30)
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December 20, under the eye of many
who either watched the procedure
via media outlets or gathered around
the park with their palms pressed
together to show their deep respect.

Meanwhile, the government has
already come up with the design of
the royal crematorium. Designed
to symbolise Mount Sumeru, this
structure will stand tall at 50.49
metres. According to Buddhist
mythology the heavens sit above
Mount Sumeru. .

Eight pavilions representing
Mount  Sumerus  surrounding
mountains will also be set up around
the crematorium.
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The royal crematorium, expected
to occupy a large part of Sanam
Luang, is scheduled for completion
in September next year and the royal -
cremation ceremony will-most likely
take place in the following month.
Thoughbiddingtheirbelovedking
a final goodbye will be heartbreaking
for most Thais, many will still catch a
glimpse of the monarch being carried
in a gold-gilded chariot to the royal
crematorium.
His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej has been engraved in each
Thai’s heart and nearly everyone will
stand guard and ensure his journey to
heaven is completed without a hitch.
It is widely expected that the aceessiemrto the throne.
coronation ceremony for His Majesty 71 Kingl Rama I, King Rama IV and
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, or King Kingi/Rama V adjusted the details for
Rama X, will not be held before ) 1theéir -coronations in accordance
the cremation of the late King -- G ith the circumstances of their
Bhumibol Adulyadej in late 4 espective eras
2017, and a date has yetto 4 King Rama IV
be announced. - ~ allowed foreign guests
Traditionally, a . to attend the grand
coronation is held, (- audience while King
but not all Thai . Rama V commanded
monarchs have gone . the audiences at
through the ritual. - the ceremony to
- T h e - stand up and bow,
coronation is a rather than the
formal investiture / ancient practice of
of regal power. In - prostration.
Western cultures, °* After the
the ceremony 1932  revolution,
involves the placing which turned the
of a crown upon absolute monarchy
the head of the to a constitutional
monarch and the monarchy, a
presentation of other coronation was held
items of regalia. on May 5, 1950 when
In the Kingdom, His = Majesty  King
a coronation was held = Bhumibol crowned
for the first time since ¥ himself at the Grand
the Sukhothai era for Maha : Palace. While many of the
Dhamaraja I. wzoroyal and religious traditions
A coronation in Thai culture in- the ancient ritual’ were short and
was influenced by Hindu elements to simplifiedt;the occasion was still a model
demonstrate the King’s divine power.. corenationceremony.
Initially, the coronation referred to ! King Rama IX famously said
ancient India’s Mahabharata epic, in- afterzhisicoronation: “We shall reign
which Hindu deities crowned the god with tighteousness, for the benefit and
-Indra. happiness of the Siamese people.” |
In the Rattanakosin era, there were .71 King Rama IX’s coronation was also -
plenty of Buddhist and Hindu religious - held! for! His consort to become Queen.
elements in the coronation ceremony. After his coronation was completed, the
Many kings of the Chakri late Xing conducted the ceremony for
dynasty held coronation ceremonies Queéen Sirikit, anointing her with lustral
for the formal investiture after an - wateérandelevating her to Queen.
News ID: C-161231003049 (31 Dec 16/07:30) Page: 2/10
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EVENTFUL YEAR
AHEAD IN POLITICS,
WITH GENERAL
ELECTION ON HORIZON

“The coming 12 months will be
another interesting time for Thai
politics, with the promulgation of
the country’s new constitution and
key organic laws that are necessary
for the next general election. -

The next national vote is
expected ‘to take place in 2017,
according to the post-coup “road
map” for a return to democracy set
by the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO). However, busy
schedules involving state and royal
functions following the .death of
King Bhumibol Adulyadej may
result in the general election being

put off until 2018.
The late King's cremation
ceremony is expected to be held after

a year of gevernment mourning,

that started on October 13. And the

coronation of the new monarch, His

Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn,
. is expected to take place after that.

The new charter - the 20th since
Thailand became a constitutional
monarchy in 1932 - is set to be
promulgated early in the new year.
The draft constitution was endorsed
in-a national referendum on August
7 and revisions were made in
accordance with the vote result on
the additional question allowing
appointed senators to select a prime
minister for the next five years.

That revised clause is expected
to pave the way.for an “outsider”,
someone who is not from any
political party or an MP, to become

the next government head. However,
key figures in the ruling junta have
ruled out the possibility of them
retwrning to power after the next

election.

The Constitution Drafting
Commission (CDC) is writing four
organic laws required before the
next national vote - ones on political
parties, the Election Commission, the
election of members of Parliament
and the appointment of senators.

With the NCPO'’s help, the post-
coup administration led by General
Prayut Chan-o-cha has managed
to restrict pressure from different
groups of politicians and activists.
This is due to the rules and orders
issued by Prayut, as the NCPO chief,
under special powers handed to him
by the post-coup interim charter.
As a result, political activities and

.dissent have been limited.

Prayut also issued rules and
orders to remove certain- senior
bureaucrats and revise the existing
laws and regulations to make way
for the implementation of his
government’s policies.

News ID: C-161231003049 (31 Dec 16/07:30)
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The administration has earned
much praise for keeping peace
for more than 18 months after
seizing government control in May
2014 following a period of unrest
toward the end of the previous
administration. The coup-makers
have fulfilled their promise of
returning peace and order to the
country. i

However, the government is
feeling the leat with increasing
pressure from "both inside and
outside of the country over different
issues, ranging from the everyday
running of the country to human
rights. The longer it stays in power,
the more pressure it will face from
all sides. Criticism has increased
over the still-rising high cost of
living in the country and tougher
state controls on areas other than
politics, such as social media and
mainstream media.

After having been in power for
more than two years, the post-coup
government may this year be faced
with questions as to whether it is
overstaying its welcome.
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LENGTHY CRIMINAL CASE AGAINST FORMER
PREMIER YINGLUCK SET TO CONCLUDE

The new year will see the end
of the ongoing criminal case against
ousted former prime minister

Yingluck Shinawatra over her

alleged negligence of duty in the
rice-pledging scheme.

The Supreme Court’s Criminal
Division for Political Office Holders
will hear defence witnesses in
another six trials which are
scheduled during the first half of
the year. The last trial is scheduled
for July 21 and the court is expected
to give its verdict not long after
its conclusion, Yingluck’s lawyer
Norawich Larlang said.

If found guilty, the former
prime minister could face up to 10
years in prison.

The trial has been continuing
for more than two years since
the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) in 2014

accused Yingluck of negligence -

in failing to address corruption
in her government’s rice subsidy
scheme, in violation of Article 157
of the Criminal Code. The scheme
allegedly incurred hundreds of
billions of baht in losses to the
state budget.

The former prime minister and

her witnesses have faced eight trials
over recent years, with the latest
taking place earlier this month.
Besides the : criminal lawsuit,
the current government also issued
an administrative order calling
for the former prime minister 'to
pay -compensation of nearly Bt35
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billion, which accounts for 20 per
cent of the claimed total loss of
Bt178 billion. The other 80 per cent
is considered the responsibility of
thousands of other officials who
worked on the scheme.

If Yingluck does not obey the
order, the authority could take
administrative measures to seize
all of her assets. Her legal team is
currently appealing the order. Pheu
Thai politicians maintain the case
is not normal and Yingluck was a
victim of political conflict.

Another  Yingluck
Noppadon Laothong, says the
administrative case is still in its
infancy and it could take years
before the Court delivers its verdict.

Critics have expressed concern
that the lawsuits against Yingluck
could scare future governments
and prevent them from adopting
subsidy policies. The programmes
were not meant to make a profit but
were intended to help out farmers,
they said.

The controversial rice-pledging
scheme was Pheu Thai Party’s
flagship campaign policy in 2011. It
presented farmers with a lucrative
deal, offering Bt15,000 for a tonne
of rice, twice as much as the market
price.

The anti-Shinawatra camp
criticised the scheme, saying it was
another populist policy launched
by Pheu Thai to win votes and
neglected consequences harmful to
the country in the long term.
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PROMPTPAY LAUNCH MARKS NEW ERA
TOWARD A DIGITAL ECONOMY

Cyber security will gain more
prominence as the government
prepares to introduce the country’s
first major electronic payment
platform in the first quarter of 2017
to pave the way for a new era of
digital economy and society.

Called PromptPay, the
e-payment infrastructure requires
all recipients of government welfare
to register with commercial banks
to get the monthly allowance
directly from state agencies using
either a mobile phone number or an
individual bank account. -

This will start with elderly and
baby welfare programmes before
PromptPay is expanded to cover
other e-payment activities in the
public as well as private sector.

In following  stages, this
nationwide financial infrastructure
will allow money transfers at low
or no cost among individuals and
enterprises, ushering in the new era
of a digital economy.

Mobile phones will become the
wallets while less cash will be used.

Such a widespread use of
electronic money, mobile banking
and Internet banking services,
among others, will boost consumer
convenience and national economic
competitiveness, but cyber security
remains a significant challenge.

Over recent years, news
headlines show multiple ATMs of
Government Savings Bank were
hacked and millions of baht stolen,
while some users of mobile and
Internet banking services reported

News ID: C-161231003049 (31 Dec 16/07:30)
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their passwords and “identity” were
stolen.

In other words, there are quite
a number of bad guys in cyber space
ready to abuse the new eco-system.

As a result, banks and other
enterprises need to step up their
cyber  security = precautionary

.measures to cope with problems

from these cyber criminals while
consumers need more public
education on how best to protect
their confidential data, identity and
passwords.

"The PromptPay ~ service
will serve as a major test for the
effectiveness of existing security
measures to prevent fraud and
other cyber crimes.

Unless consumers are reassured
that the new e-payment system is
safe and their money is not going
to be stolen, authorities will find
it difficult to turn the e-payment
service into a successful new
foundation of the digital economy.

Efficient, effective and secured
e-payment is a prerequisite for
an e-commerce boom which is
inevitable if Thailand is going to be
a real digital economic power house
in the near future.

Meanwhile, banks and other
financial institutions are exploring
ways to better manage their risks
associated with the emerging
digital economy while insurance
companies are formulating new
coverage on cyber risks to make the
pros and cons of digitalisation more
manageable.
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DHAMMACHAYO SAGA TO CARRY
INTO THE NEW YEAR

- ThecontroversialDhammakaya
Temple and its fugitive “honorary

abbot® Phra Dhammachayo will
almost  certainly remain in the
spotlight for another year.

While senior officials including
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha

have said the case will be prosecuted
according to. the law, authorities
have not been able to search the vast
temple and apprehend the monk.

Meanwhile, charges continue
to pile up against the temple in
Pathum Thanis Klong Luang
district and its supporters involved
in the case.

As of December, Dhammakaya
Temple - whose acting abbot Phra
Witesphawanajahn ralso faces 13

charges including for  allegedly

having sheltered Dhammachayo - is

involved in almost 160 cases, most of

which are about illegal construction
and encroaching on public space.

Some of the cases regarding
allegedly illegal structures led to a

police operation last Tuesday, which
saw the removal of metal fences
from public spaces around some
temple gates. Officials, however, did
not proceed with operations beyond
the removal of the obstacles.

In addition, authorities
announced this week that the
Dhammakaya - Media Channel
satellite TV
licence would be revoked by
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
after a 30-day suspension ends on
January 7.

Citing ill health, Dhammachayo
has failed to answer three
summonses from the Department
of Special Investigation (DSI) after
the deadlines of April 8, April 25
and May 16 elapsed.

The DSI wants the monk
to hear charges of conspiracy to
launder money, money laundering
and receiving stolen assets linked
to the Klongchan Credit Union
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* broadcasting

Coopemtwe (KCUC) embezzlement

In its second application to the
court on May 17, the DSI secured an
arrest warrant for Dhammachayo.

However, an operation on June
16 to search the temple for the monk
failed following a stand-off with
temple supporters who gathered at
the compound ostensibly for mass
prayers, but in reality blocking

- officers’ access.

At the same time, there were
multiple attempts to induce the
former abbot to surrender, with
temple personnel saying he would
do so if he was given a guarantee of
release on bail, but a deal failed to
materialise.

After prosecutors delayed a

decision four times, stating that

they needed more information from
the DSI, in late November they
decided to indict Dhammachayo
and four others in relation -to the
KCUC money-laundering charges.
Prosecutors also publicly urged the
DSI to arrest the monk before the
statute of limitations for the crime,
which allegedly was committed in
2009, expired in 2024.

Dhammachayo also faces two
police arrest warrants in relation
to Suan Pa Himawan’s alleged
encroachment on forestland in
Loei’s Phu Rua district and World
Peace Valley Khao Yai monastic
retreat’s alleged encroachment
on state-owned land in Nakhon
Ratchasima’s Sikhiu district. Both
organisations are linked to the
former abbot.

Those arrest warrants were
issued on August 16 and November
18 respectively.

As Dhammachayo- remains
at large, and the temple and its
supporters face criminal cases, the
controversy seems certain to remain
a hot topic in 2017 as the public
watches to see how authorities will
resolve the case.
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RAIL PROGRESS BANGKOK COMMUTERS SET
TO BENEFIT FROM MORE ROUTE OPTIONS

Next year could turn out to be
a breakthrough one for commuters
travelling between Bangkok and
surrounding areas by rail, as many
more options look set to become
available.

At the very least, the one-
kilometre so-called “missing link”,
which will join the end of the
recently opened MRT Purple Line
at Tao Poon station with the far end
of the underground MRT Blue Line
at Bang Sue station, should be in
service byAugust.

This is due to the special power
invoked under Article 44 of the
interim charter by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha, who is also
chief of the National Council for
Peace and Order, as the article can
be used to enable the authorities to
short-cut all the red tape in getting
construction of the 'missing link'
completed faster than previously
expected.

This would enable commuters
to travel smoothly between the
capital’sinnerareasand Nonthaburi,
a northwestern suburb, although
the cost of travel remains an issue.

Once a subsidy for fares on the
Purple Line comes to an end, the
combined fare throughout the two
connected lines will be a maximum
of Bt84 per trip.

However, there are good signs
for commuters in that another 10
pending mass-transit lines - part
of the governments first-phase
infrastructure investments worth
more than Bt440 billion - could be
in the pipeline to open services as
scheduled from next year through
to 2022,

If the “missing link” between
the MRT Purple and Blue lines is
completed smoothly and on time,
the Blue Line’s two route extensions
- from Hua Lamphong to Bang
Khae via Tha Phra, and from Bang
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Sue to Tha Phra - will be ava:ilabg
for service in 2019 as planned 3
Commuters will then enjoy

utmost benefit, being able to trav
throughout the MRT Blue Line as a
loop with no added fares or tral;:i
as the entire route will be

single line.

Certainly, we will also see t}k
results of a major revamp by the
State Railway of Thailand (SRT),
including  improved = services
providing eight Express Railway
trains, running at speeds of up to
120km per hour from Bangkok to
Chiang Mai, Ubon Ratchathani,
Nong Khai and Hat Yai. 1

This forms part of the SRT’s
biggest revamp in a century of
operations. d

Each train will comprise first-
class seating -and sleeper cars,
second-class seating and sleeper
cars — with one specially fitted out
for handicapped passengers - 1'1'
dining car, and a power car.

Private television screens w1]l
be available in first-class carriages,
and electrical sockets will be
provided in all sleeping berths. =

All 115 carriages set for first-and
second-class seating and sleeping
berths on these trains, are newly
built, while 20 out of 148 third-class
compartments on existing rolling
stock have already been renovated
as “a New Year's gift” from the
Prayut administration. -

The remaining third-class
carriages are gradually being
renovated, with work expected to be
completed in March next year.

Meanwhile, the new boat
service along Khlong Phadung
Krung Kasem for a distance of
5.5km - which was opened a few
months ago - is a good choice for
commuters, who can now travel
from Dhevet Pier to connect to rail
transport at Hua Lamphong station.
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CHANGE OF SCHEDULE AS UNIVERSITIES

ALTER START OF ACADEMIC YEAR

On the educational front,
one change will come for sure in
2017, as many higher-educational
institutions adjust the beginning of
their academic year.

i Millions of university students
in Thailand are having to get
prepared for the change. Check the
‘schedule well and stay updated,
because things can be a bit
confusing.

.+ The new ' academic year
for students at all Rajamangala
universities of technology will begin
in June - two months ahead of the
schedule of the past few years.

The change, according to

these universities, is being made
10 reflect the actual needs of Thai
students.
L' Students here complete their
secondary and vocational studies
by March. They have no reason to
wait for many months to start their
higher education.

Before this, Rajamangala
universities agreed to postpone the
start of their academic year only
because the Council of University
Presidents suggested the schedule
change would suit Thailand’s
status as a member of the Asean
community.

But as things turned out, Thai
students have found it inconvenient
and frustrating to begin their
academic year in August.

When their semester starts
late, they have a higher risk of
facing floods. Although the rainy
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season arrives around May, serious

inundation wusually strikes in
October.

If the semester starts in June,
October is the school break.

Taking such factors: into
account, many Rajabhat

universities have announced that
their upcoming academic year will
start in June.

. Other higher-educational
institutions plan to stick by the
August starting time.

This means there. is no
consensus on when the school
year should start for students at
universities, so confusion may
prevail for a while.

For younger students, many
will have to bear with the grim fact
that their schools will shut down
permanently next year.

The Education Ministry has
already made it clear that it is going
to close small schools or those with
fewer than 120 students.

On the bright side, the
government has promised to boost
English teaching and learning at all
schools.

Its goal is to ensure that all
Prathom 6 graduates can speak the
language well enough in the near
future to express themselves in
everyday situations.

The Education Ministry has
also embraced the Thailand 4.0
vision in ensuring Thai children

have all the skills needed for the

new era.
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BMA TO FAST-TRACK CHAO PHRAYA PROJECT
IN 2017 DESPITE COMMUNITY ANGER

Efforts to start the Chao Phraya
riverside development - project are
expected to intensify next year,
with the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA) confident it
will begin the bid process to find a
builder.-

However, the River Assembly
community group has urged people
to closely monitor the procedures
used and money spent in the state
initiative.

The BMAs Public Works
Department said the riverside
promenade  and the proposed
_pedestrian -~ bridge from Tha
Phrachan pier to Siriraj Hospital
will be among government mega-
projects fast-tracked next year.

That is despite claims the

prejects will destroy the identity of

riverside communities, damage the

river’s ecosystem, and waste money

ON unnecessary projects.

Deputy director of the
Public Works Department Pinit
Lertudomthana said the riverside
promenade was being audited by
relevant agencies and the bidding
process to find a construction firm
would be held next year.

. “We are already behind the
original deadline for this project due
to the heavy protest, so the Interior
Ministry has asked the BMA rush
the process,” Pinit said.

“Right now the promenade
design and study by King
Mongkut’s Institute of Technology

Lat Krabang is being reviewed by

related agencies and the design
will be amended according to their
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recommendations. The final draft of
the promenade will have to pass the
BMA’s committees again before the
bidding process can start.”

Despite this, he was convinced
the bidding process would start next
year.
Pinit said the plan to build a
pedestrian bridge across the Chao
Phraya would also be determined
next year. He said the BMA would
finish the review process for
this project by January 6 and it
would then be considered by the
government.

He insisted that these projects

~would benefit the public and were

Very necessary.

But Yossapon Boonsom, from
the River Assembly, stated that as
the BMA planned to fast-track the-
projects next year, it was the public’s
duty to closely monitor the projects
including the spending.

“Based on the progression of
previous projects of the BMA, it is
clear that the state’s working process
is not transparent, as they did not
really listen to people’s voices and
the public participation was just a
ceremony,” Yossapon said.

“We also doubt that spending
a large amount of budget is needed
for these projects and we would like
to invite everyone to keep an eye on
the state’s budget spending on these
projects.”

He said that if the BMA
insisted on going ahead with these
projects and did not listen to the
public, he would sue the BMA in the
Administrative Court.
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GOVERNMENT FACES ANOTHER MAJOR

&

BALANCING ACT ON RIGHTS AND
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Alleviating international
concerns about Thailand, carrying
out functional work and shaping
human rights and the nation’s
trade direction globally will likely
be the main the Kingdom's main
obligations in the coming year.

For the third year since the 2014
coup, the junta government will
continue to assure foreign entities
of how democracy will be restored
to the country via their designated
“road map”.

A crucial landmark will be the
general election, currently planned
for late next year.

As the junta has yet to lift a
number of - suppressions against
civilians, especially  regarding
political rights and expressions, its
continual work to legitimise such
actions can be expected. This will
include responses, notably from the
US; the European Union and the
United Nations.

The defence will involve not
only protecting the country's image
but also maintaining national
benefits in the global arena. Alleged
labour abuses in the Thai fishery
industry remain a concern for the
EU, which gave the alarming yellow-
card status to the Kingdom almost
two years ago. The authorities are
scheduled to provide updates on the
issue in Europe in January.

Aviation safety standards,
meanwhile, are also a major
concern as the country committed
to re-certify 28 airlines required
by the International Civil Aviation
Organisation. The organisation
will examine Thailand’s aviation
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standards in the middle of the year.

Regarding the US, there is
speculation the States’ signature
liberal approach might be altered
under a Donald Trump presidency.
Some progress on bilateral trade
deals are also anticipated. However,
clear directions will be spelled out
once Trump takes office in January,
when key officials including the
secretary of state will-be appointed.
Trump has yet to address this,
including Asean-US affairs.

Regardless of possible policy
changes, the US State Department
will continue issuing its annual
Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices and Trafficking in Persons.
After progress in countering human
trafficking, the US this year elevated
Thailand’s status from the lowest
Tier 3 to the Tier 2 watch-list.
The Kingdom will aim to at least
maintain that status next vear.

As an Asean-EU coordinator,
the country also has an obligation
to carry out Asean affairs, with the
EU caring greatly about human
rights practices when dealing
with countries in the region. As an
immediate neighbour, Thailand
needs to help Myanmar and Asean
deal with the Rohingya crisis.

The communal conflict in
Rakhine state spilled over to
neighouring countries as thousands
of Muslim Rohingya fled brutal
treatment and discrimination at
home and arrived in other Asean
states, including Thailand. A
recent meeting in Yangon seemed
to indicate no quick way out of the
crisis,
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