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Headline: Completing radio spectra master plan key job for NBTC
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Completing radio spectra
master plan key job for NBTC

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ONE URGENT task for the national
broadcasting committee this year is
to finish the master plan for radio
spectra in order to reform the coun-
try’s radio broadcasting industry.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman
of the broadcasting commit-
tee of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), said
that after five years the com-
mittee had yet to finish the
radio spectrum master plan.

He added that this
prompted the juntatoexecute NATEE
an order late last year to
extend the date all 21 state agencies
had to return their 537 radio spectra
to the NBTC by another five years
from the original deadline of April
this year.

He said the deadline extension
gave more time to the broadcasting
committee to finish the radio master
plan.

The NBTC’s panel working on the
radio spectrum master plan proposed
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the draft master plan for the broad-
casting committee’s approval three
times in past years but the commit-
tee asked it to conduct more studies,
Natee said.

Besides the state radio agencies,
there are around 5,000 community
radio stations that have yet to be fully
regulated. The NBTC award-
ed trial licences to them to
operate their services. The
licences will be renewed on a
yearly basis.

The community radio sta-
tions appeared in 2002 after
the supportofthe civilian gov-
ernmentofthattime and their
number peaked at more than
6,000 in 2014. They have
reportedly caused occasional
signal jams to major radio stations.

According tothedraft masterplan,
the broadcasting of FM and AM radio
spectra will be digitised, which could
create around 4,000 digital radio
channels.

The radio broadcasting business
earns total revenue of Bt6 billion per
year, of which 80 per cent is from
major operators like MCOT, GMM
Grammy, and RS.
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Defining clear frequency allocation
roles for Digital Ministry and NBTC

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE DRAFT of the new frequency
allocation law assigns the national
broadcasting and telecomregula-
tor to coordinate with relevant
international bodies to procure the
satellite orbital slots.

Currently this task belongs to
the Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society.

The draft isin second reading of
the National Legislative Assembly
(NLA).

The move aims to define clear
roles for the ministry and the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

At present, the ministry oversees
satellite concessions and coordi-
nates with the international bodies
tosecure the orbital slots for Thai
satellites. The NBTC oversees the
issuance of new satellite licences.

The ministry will continue
reserving orbital slots until this new
law goes into effect.

The key clauses in the draft the
lawmakers have yet to consider
completely include whether the
spectra will be awarded by auction
only. However, in cases of a spec-
trum shortage, the licence-holders
can allow other parties to use their
spectra jointly.

The other clause is the one that
allows state agencies toreturn their

spectra to the NBTC for reallocation
but the NBTC will have to compen-
sate them. The question is: If the
state agency has leased its spec-
trum to a third party to provide a
service, would the NBTC have to
compensate this third party as well
when the state agency returns the
spectrumtothe NBTC?

THE KEY CLAUSES IN THE
DRAFT THE LAWMAKERS
HAVE YET TO CONSIDER
COMPLETELY INCLUDE
WHETHER THE SPECTRA
WILL BE AWARDED BY
AUCTION ONLY.

The NLA has finished discussing
the qualifications of the applicants
forsevenseats onthe NBTC. The
applicants must be between 40
and 70 years of age and they must
have a background inone of the
following sectors/professions — the
broadcasting industry, the TV
industry specifically, the telecom
industry, engineering, law, econom-
ics, and consumer protection. That
means there will be one member
from each of those areas.

The applicants are required to
be either a former deputy director-
general of a government depart-
ment or those whorose to the rank
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of senior group captain or abovein
the Air Force, or an associate pro-
fessor.

They can be a former executive
of a private company with at least
three years of experience if their
position was not lower than vice
president and the company had
registered capital of at least Bt500
million.

The applicants from the con-
sumer-protection field are required
to have experience in the field of at
least 10 years, while those in the
fields of telecom and broadcasting
management are required to have
experience of at least 10 years.

Former executives of private
companies who resigned at least
one year before the application
date are eligible to apply foran
NBTC seat.

The selection committee will
comprise seven members, who are
a Constitutional Court judge, a
Supreme Court judge, a Supreme
Administrative Court judge, a
National Anti-Corruption
Commission member, a committee
member of the Office of the
Auditor-General, an ombudsman,
and the governor of the Bank of
Thailand.

The Secretariat of the Senate
will handle administrative work in
theselection.

The NLA is expected to finish the
third reading of the draft this quar-
ter.
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Browsing experience to be enhanced by 4G within this year

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISHTOOMGUM,
ASINA PORNWASIN

THE NATION

WITH THE COUNTRY'’S expanding cover-
age in fourth-generation wireless broadband
services, users are not only enjoying a better
browsing experience but are set to gain from
the technology’s use as a key platform for the
coming Internet of Things (IoT) era, say tele-
com operators and leading IT figures.

The 4G technology was launched in
Thailand in early 2013, but with only limited
spectrum bandwidth and network coverage
before the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
auctioned more bandwidth to telecom opera-
tors on the 1,800- and 900-megahertz spec-
train late 2015.

Natavudh Pungcharoenpong, chief execu-
tive officer of e-publication platform provider
Ookbee, said the advent of 4G and the wider
availability of smartphones were key factors

behind the growth of the start-up ecosystem
in Thailand and neighbouring countries.

For companies like Ookbee, people taking
to 4G on their smartphones account for their
whole customer base and revenue streams,
Natavudh said.

Krating Poonpol, managerof 500 Tuk Tuks,
a venture-capital fund investing in start-ups
in Thailand, said 4G technology had opened
up alot of bandwidth fordata consumptionand
would change consumerbehaviourbyimprov-
ingthe user experience. These factors will speed
up the adoption of e-commerce, e-payments
and other aspects of the financial technology
sector.

Thanawat Malabuppha, CEO of Priceza,
said that from the perspective of e-commerce,
everysecond counted and thatmeantspeed had
abig impact on sales.

“The 4G technology helps speed up usage
and thus for the shopping experience, faster
equates to abetter user experience, or UX, and
better UX means a better potential for cus-
tomers to make decisions to buy online. And

for Priceza, it's the same perspective; with 4G,
we can serve users better. Users then have bet-
ter UX, and when we drive users to shop from
our recommended shops, they have a fast UX
as well. So at the end of the day, it all means
more sales,” he said.

Besidestherelease ofadditionalbandwidth,
the NBTC auctions of the 1,800MHz and
900MHzspectrasparked hugeinvestmentsin

networks by all of
the country’s tele-
coms,led bythebid
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winners Advanced

Info Service (AIS)

and True Corp
oup.

AlSacting chiefmarketing officer Pratthana
Leelapanang put a figure of about Bt300 bil-
lion amounting from upfront licence fees and
network investment stemming from the sale
ofbothspectra. The spending occurred overthe
past one and a half years.

In November 2015, Advanced Wireless
Network, a subsidiary of AIS, and True Move

H Universal Communication, a unit of True
Corp, emerged as winners of licences on the
1,800MHz spectrum, bidding a total of more
than Bt80.6 billion.

In December 2015, True Move H Universal
and Jasmine International each secured a4G-
900MHz spectrum licence, bidding a total of
Bt151.95 billion. However, the NBTC seized
theJasmine 4G licence afterits failure to make
theinitial instalment for the upfront fee for the
band.

The licence was re-auctioned in May 2016;
sole bidder AWN won by confirming the start-
ing price of Bt75.6 billion.

Internet of Things

Pratthana said that while the 4G technolo-
gy had deepened Internet penetration rates
and increased the speed of broadband access,
it also prepared Thailand for the adoption of
ToT, where everyday physical objects will be
connected to the Internet and be able to iden-
tify with other devices.

Total Access Communication (DTAC) chief
technology officer Prathet Tankuranun said
the 4G technology played a key role, as the
country’s main telecom infrastructure and its
availabilityboosted theconfidence ofinvestors.

He added that the demand for broadband
Internet continued to rise in Thailand, reflect-
edbya200-per-centjumpinwireless datacon-
sumption onthe DTAC mobile-phone network
from October 2014 to October 2016.

Kittinut Tikawan, group chief commercial
officer of True Corp, said the 4G availability
enhanced peoples lives and supported the
development of advanced applications in var-
ious sectors from finance to agriculture and
would be a crucial platform for offering 1oT
services.

Among the ToT applications now in
Thailand are those for 4G home security cam-
eras, smart farming, and smart logistics.

CAT recently said itwould set up a business
unit to provide an IoT platform to serve state
agencies wanting to provide smart services in
the healthcare, farming and logistics sectors.
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