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Headline: NBTC plans to announce revised spectrum management timetable

Clip: Full Color

NBTC plans to announce revised
spectrum management timetable

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission( NBTC)
is expected to announce in March the revised spectrum management
timetable for licensing wireless broadband services on the 1.5-gigahertz,
2.3GHz and 2.6GHz spectra.

The NBTC tabled therevised time frame at a public hearing yesterday.

According to the revised timetable, the NBTC will have to finish the
licensing regulations for the 1,427-1,518-megahertz band for wireless broad-
band service by 2023, deputy secretary-general Thanapant Raichareon
said yesterday.

[t will have to finish the regulations for the 2,300-2,400MHz band by
2020 and forthe 2,500-2,690MHz band by 2022, both changes from the
original schedule of 2018.

While the revised timetableis to be put in placein March, its effect will
be backdated to January1.

The NBTC also has to revise the spectrum master plan to manage the
telecommunications and broadcasting industries. However, it had to sus-
pend the revision pending the complete development of the new NBTC law,
which is on second reading by the National Legislative Assembly.

The new law focuses on the retumn of spectra to the NBTC by the state
agencies and how to compensate them after they let go their spectra.

TOT currently holds the 1,500MHz band and 60MHz of the 2.3GHz spec-
trum. It has proposed a revised business plan for the 2.3GHz service for the
NBTC telecom committee’s consideration.

MCOT holds the 2.6GHz band. The NBTC is waiting for the new legisla-
tion to allow it to reclaim this band from MCOT and compensate that
agency.

Thanapant said that the new NBTC law would draw up the spectrum
auction regulations.

A telecom analyst believes that as the current NBTC's term endedin
October, he did not expect a new spectrum auction to take place until 2018
at the earliest. Thanapant added that the NBTC was considering allocating
920-925MHz bandwidth for Intemet of Things services.
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CONSUMER

New call for
rights body

PENCHAN CHAROENSUTHIPAN

Consumer advocates have called on the
government to speed up work setting up
an independent body to ensure consumer

rights protection.

Jumphon Chuanjitsiri, deputy chairman
of the Independent Committee for Con-
sumer Protection, said the body must have
consumer representatives to work with the

government and private sectors.

He said several consumer concerns
have yet to be solved, including efforts to
pressure the Public Health Ministry’s Food
and Drug Administration to implement the
labelling of genetically modified foods and
to prod the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission (NBTC)
to force telecom companies to collect
mobile phone call charges on a per-sec-
ond basis on every promotion package.
Supaporn Thinwattanakul, a committee
member, said the body could help spur
other consumer rights protection bodies.

Saree Ong-somwang, secretary-general
of the Foundation for Consumers, said
3,622 complaints were filed with the agency
lastyear. Of these, 680 cases concerned with
public health services, 626 financial issues,
553 with other public services, 541 with the
media and telecoms, 450 health products,
138 with their living arrangements, and the

rest other issues.
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