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PM gives TOT warning over
national broadband delays

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Plc’s top executives must ensure the
installation of the national broadband net-
work for 24,000 villages is finished by year-
end or face an uncertain employment future,
warns Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

Monchai Noosong, TOT’s president,
said Gen Prayut had indicated to him and
his management team responsible for the
project that they must meet the deadline for
the 15-billion-baht project, as the govern-
ment is accelerating the development of the
digital economy.

“Thenational broadband projecthasbeen
set as our first priority this year,” he said,
admitting that TOT executives would strug-
gle to maintain their existing positions if they
failed to keep the project on time.

The government plans to install an inter-
net broadband network to cover 40,432 vil-
lages in order to reduce the digital divide in
remote areas, of which 24,700 will be han-
dled by TOT at an investment cost of 15 bil-
lion baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) will
handle the installation for the remaining
15,732 villages. The regulator will use the uni-
versal service obligation fund for the project.

The development is part of the govern-
ment’s effort to provide affordable high-
speed internet access to low-income rural
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households, in compliance with the nation’s
digital infrastructure development roadmap.

“We are closely monitoring the process of
installing the national broadband network
each day, after beginning construction in
December last year,” said Mr Monchai.

TOT expects to finish the first batch of
fibre-optic broadband network installations
in five provinces covering 100 villages in Feb-
ruary. It aims toreach 5,000villages by June.

After June, it aims to installs broadband
in at least 2,000 villages a month.

“We're confident the project can be
accomplished by Dec 31,” he said.

TOT is the third company providing
fixed-line broadband internet service in the
country. The other two are True Corpora-
tion and Triple Three Broadband under the
3BB brand.

Digital Economy and Society Minister
Pichet Durongkaveroj said the national
broadband network project represented the
backbone infrastructure for the development
of the digital economy.

He said that if the national broadband
network failed to meet its deadline, it would
adversely affect the development of the gov-
emment’s digital economy.

Mr Pichet has assigned the Electronic
Transactions Development Agency as the pri-
mary agency to work with other related state
authorities and the private sector to jointly
develop the all-in-one e-commerce platform.
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TOT TO INVITE PRIVATE
FIRMS TO FIND PARTNER

TOT plans to invite private telecom
operators to take part inits planned
bid to find a strategic partner to pro-
videits 2.3 gigahertz wireless broad-
band service, according to TOT senior
executive vice president of the mobile
unit Rungsun Channarukul. TOT hopes
to launch the service by the third quar-
ter of this year. It expects revenue of
between Bt700 million and Bt800
million from the 2.3GHz service this
year.

The state agency recently submit-
ted the revised business plan of its
2.3GHz service for the consideration of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.
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British and Malaysian firms seeking
MVNA/MVNO partnerships with TOT

LYCAMOBILE AND ENABLING ASIA TECH IN APPROACHES TO STATE FIRM

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

BRITISH COMPANY Lycamobile
and Enabling Asia Tech from
Malaysia have approached state tele-
coms company TOT on possible part-
nership deals, said Rungsun
Channarukul, TOT’s senior executive
vice president for the mobile unit.

Lycamobile wants to be the state
agency’s MVNO (mobile virtual net-
work operator) partner, while the
Malaysian firm would be TOT's
mobile virtual network aggregator
(MVNA).

An MVNO leases spectrum band-
width from a major telecommunica-
tion operatorto provide cellular serv-
ice, while an MVNA leases a bulk of
bandwidth from a telecom operator
and resells it to MVNOs at a compet-
itive price.

Lycamobile is an international
MVNO with more than 16 million
customers across 21 countries.
Enabling Asia Tech has a vision to
becomethe preferred MVNA in Asia’s

MVNO industry.
A source at the National
Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission

said Enabling Asia Tech was in the
process of applying for an MVNA
licence from the NBTC. If granted, it
will be the first MVNA licence hold-
er in Thailand.

Enabling Asia Tech already has an
MVNO operation in Thailand. The
Malaysian firmis a major sharehold-
er of Enabling Asia Tech Thailand,
which in turn wholly owns Mobile-8
Telecom Thailand. That company
operates an MVNO business under a
TOT partnership and offers cellular
service under the Buzzme brand.

The Enabling Asia Tech group took
over IEC Technology from the SET-

listed company International
Engineering and renamed it Mobile-
8 Telecom Thailand. It also changed
the name of the IEC 3Gcellularbrand
to Buzzme.

The MVNO market in Thailand is
small. Except for RealMove, which is
the major MVNO, all of the small
MVNOs together have fewer than
500,000 subscribers. Therearenear-
ly 90 million mobile-phone sub-
scribers in Thailand.

TOThaswholesaled 80 per centof
its bandwidth on the 2.1-gigahertz
spectrum to Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN), a subsidiary of
Advanced Info Service, for AIS to pro-
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vide its own cellular service.
TOT has 5,320 cellular sites on its

2.1GHz network nationwide. Under
the TOT-AWN partnership, AWN has
to help TOT secure a total of 20,000
sites on the 2.1GHz network within
three years, starting from last year.

Earlier a group of Thai MNVOs
asked the NBTC to support them by
relaxing someregulations. The group
also wanted the commission to ask
TOT and CAT to lower their whole-
sale bandwidth prices to make them
more competitive against the three
incumbent mobile-telecom compa-
nies.

Thereare about 40 MVNO licence
holders in Thailand but only a few of
themare active, including RealMove,
The White Space, Samart i-Mobile,
Data CDMA, Loxley, and Mobile-8.
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