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BROADCASTING

Normal shows return Friday

NANAT SUCHIVA

TV channels and radio stations can resume
the broadcast of all entertainment pro-
grammes on Jan 20, says the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the NBTC'’s broadcasting committee, said
the broadcast of TV and radio shows will
return to normal this Friday, 100 days after
the passing of King Bhumibol Adulyade;j.

Yesterday, the NBTCreleased its content
broadcast guidelines for all TV operators
— including digital, cable and satellite plat-
forms — as well as for radio stations. From
Jan 20 they can resume broadcasting all
entertainment programmes as usual, but
some conditions apply.

First, all TV channels must be ready to
link their signals with TV Pool when broad-
casting content related to the royal mourn-
ing ceremonies and the royal funeral.

Moreover, they are required to link
their signals with TV Pool every Friday
to broadcast the PM’s weekly address
on the programme known as “From
the Self Sufficiency Philosophy to
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Sustainable Development”.

Second, TV channels are allowed to
broadcast their normal programming,
including commercial advertisements,
while strictly following the NBTC rules on
appropriate content.

Third, the regulator called on all TV
channels to broadcast programmes related
to the late King's self-sufficiency philosophy
and support the royal family.

Fourth, news announcers and TV and
radio hosts are required to dress and
behave in a proper way.

Fifth, the tone of TV programmes
and logos can be changed to their
normal colours.

All TV channels are allowed to change
their programming line-up without noti-
fying the regulator, as long as the adjust-
ment does not interfere with “From the
Self Sufficiency Philosophy to Sustain-
able Development”.

After the country lostthe King on Oct 13,
the regulator banned the broadcast of all
entertainment content and advertisements
for 30 days to pay tribute.

During the mourning period, media out-
lets saw a sharp drop in ad revenue.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE WELCOME YOUR VIEWS on anything newsworthy. Please include
your name and address on your letters. We reserve the right to edit all
letters for clarity, content and length.

TrueVisions now ignoring
NBTC as well as subscribers

TrueVisions continues to
ignore calls for remedial meas-
ures from the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC) after it
violated subscriber rights as
well as NBTC rules by abruptly
cancelling HBO and Cinemax.

TrueVisions had the audaci-
ty to ignore requests by its reg-
ulator to attend a trilateral
meeting with the NBTC and
customer representatives on
January 10. According to
TrueVisions, only about 1,000
Platinum Package subscribers
cancelled the service after the
channels disappeared. It now
seems happy to take the posi-
tion that replacement options
for the cancellation are the
way to do business, that ignor-
ing NBTC regulations is just
fine, and that its subscriber
base is happy with the change.

Well, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. This
month TrueVisions is offering
premium-level subscribers
free incentives, such as
upgrades and free beverages at
7-Eleven - so why would any-
one cancel in January? Like
me, many subscribers are held
hostage by TrueVisions since it
is the exclusive television-con-
tent provider for their places
of residence.

Last week TrueVisions stat-
ed it had failed to secure rights
to HBO and Cinemax after six
months of intense negations.
Is this correct? Are the
TrueVision accounting books
open to the NBTC? The
provider claims 300,000
Platinum Package subscribers.
At Bt2,000 per subscription,
TrueVisions is receiving at
least Bt600 million every
month - Bt7. 2 billion per year
- from Platinum subsecribers

alone. The actual figure will be
larger since many individual
subscribers, including me,

ave more than one set-top
box.

How much do HBO and
Cinemax actually charge for
the content? With this kind of
money in play, why can’t
TrueVisions afford what we
signed up for? And how can it
replace what it advertised as
the “best premium content
available” with reruns of can-
celled, failed US television
shows?

I think we can all infer that
the motivation behind every

move the provider makes is
simply corporate greed.
TrueVisions has operated as
a monopoly for years, with a
“take it or leave it” attitude
when it comes to service. Now
that there is actual competi-
tion on the horizon, we might
be witnessing a “take the
money and run” scenario.
TrueVisions is not inept — it is
a corporate lion taking advan-
tage of'its subscribers while
walking all over its regulatory
agency. Perhaps the prime
minister can give it a taste of
Article 44 to slow the bleeding
a little. Paying Bt7.2 billion per
year for some old television
shows is ludicrous.
David Barkdull
Bangkok

Send us your views
in an instant!

E-mail your opinion, with
“Letters to the Editor” in

the subject box, to:
letters@nationgroup.com

Thirty-year battle for
elephants ends in success

I am thrilled that Ringling

News ID: C-170118003039 (18 Jan 17/06:27)
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Bros’ barbaric animal circuses
are coming to an end. T am
proud to be a member of the
organisation People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals,
which has over the years
exposed how circus elephants
were abused, tortured, kept in
chains and transported around
in boxcars.

Readers seeking the grisly
details can google “12 Things
Ringling doesn’t want you to
know”,

It took us 36 years to
achieve this victory. And that’s
why I never give up - no mat-
ter how many people I annoy.
EricBahrt

Carnival barker calls
the shots from Friday

If the history of the last few
decades has taught us any-
thing, it is surely that when a
loud-mouth American brag-
gart like Donald Trump is
elected president on the slogan
that he will “Make America
great again”, that has to be bad
news for everybody else on the
planet!

Tony Ash
Cha-Am
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Headline: Number portability service for 7 -Eleven

Clip: Black/White

Number portability
service for 7-Eleven

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM COMMITTEE of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
yesterday allowed 7-Eleven convenience stores to take
applications from customers for mobile-phone number
transfers from one provider to another.

The moveisin line with newnumber-portability reg-
ulations that go into effect on Friday, which require cus-
tomer-service shops thatare not part of existing telecom
companies to apply for a permit to provide the number-
transfer service.

Pravit Leestapornvongsa, amember of the NBTC, said
the telecom committee approved the proposal of 7-
Eleven operator CP All to become a new number-trans-
fer service point.

However, CP All has to inform the panel later which
telecom operators it will provide the service for. CP All
did not name any operator in its proposal.

Currently, subseribers have to go to a customer-serv-
ice shop of the telecom operator that they want to switch
to and pay Bt29 per number transfer.

An NBTC source said 7-Eleven would provide the
service only for True Corp, which is also under the
umbrella of the Charoen Pokphand Group.

A telecom-industry source said CP All had talked
with both Advanced Info Service and Total Access
Communication (DTAC) about representing them, but
could not reach an agreement on the revenue share that
CP All would gain from providing the service for those
two.

The NBTC’s new regulations require telecom opera-
tors to complete a number transfer in two days, down
from three days under the old regulations.

Users need only dial 151 followed by their personal
identification number and the pound (#) key to check if
they are on a blacklist for overdue payment.

Then they will get a text message from the automat-
ic system that they can use to ask to move to another
mobile network and keep their existing phone number.
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