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Satellite industry study to be submitted soon

GOVT COMMITTEE ALSO LOOKING AT THAICOM'S OWN PROPOSAL

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
JIRAPAN BOONNOON
THE NATION

THE DIGITAL Economy and
Society Ministry will next month
submit Chula Unisearch’s study on
how to reform the satellite-service
industry and arelated proposal from
Thaicom to the National Space
Committee for a final decision on the
issue.

Somsak Khaosuwan, deputy per-
manent secretary of the ministry,
said this week that the committee
would then forwarditsfinal decision
to the Cabinet in March.

As part of the Chula Unisearch
study commissioned by the ministry,
it advised bringing Thaicom’s two
licensed satellites — Thaicom 7 and
8 - back under the ministry’s con-
cession regime.

Both will be under a concession

until it expires in 2021. Later
Thaicom proposed to the ministry
that it allow the government to use
one transponder from each of its
existing licensed satellites, Thaicom
7 and 8, and also its future licensed
satellites, free of charge for the rest
of their life spans.

Theaverage transponderlease fee
is Bt300 million per year.

Italso proposed that for Thaicom
4 (IPSTAR) and the Thaicom 5 and

6 satellites, which operate under the
ministry’s concession, it would con-
tinue paying the annual concession
fee from the end of the concession in
2021 until the end of their life spans.

Theannual concession feeitoffers
to pay in this case is the same as it
will paytothe ministry from this year
until the end of the concession in
2021, which is 22.5 per cent of its
gross revenue.

The concession for the Thaicom
4.and 5satellites willend at thesame
timein 2021, while in theory theirlife
span will run to 2021 or later.

News ID: C-170119003046 (19 Jan 17/06:09)
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The concession for Thaicom 6
expires in 2021 but its life span will
continue for eight years after that.

Thaicom also offered to help the
government build up the state’s satel-
lite system by capitalising onitslong
experience.

The ministry will also propose for
the National Space Committee’s con-
sideration the results of Thammasat
University Research and
Consultancy Institute’s study on the
demand for satellite service by state
agencies.

The National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission
and the ministry have redundant
rolesinsupervising the satelliteserv-
ice industry.

The ministry oversees the
Thaicom 4, 5 and 6 satellites, while
the NBTC licenses and oversees
Thaicom7and 8 and future Thaicom
satellites. However, itis the ministry
that coordinates with international
bodies to secure orbital slots for
Thaicom.

The NBTC annual licence fee
costs Thaicom only 5 per cent of its
gross revenue.
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