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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

DE Ministry urged Thaicom case closure

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government has given the Ministry of
Digital Economy and Society (DE) slightly
over a month to settle Thaicom Ple’s com-
pensation case for its two controversial
licensed-based satellites.

The Feb 28 deadline came as the gov-
ernment wants the country’s sole satellite
service provider to pay an annual conces-
sion of 20.5% of total revenue for its latest
two satellites, a sharp increase from the
5.75% it currently pays under the licens-
ing system.

However, the DE Ministrywasunable to
conclude measures and actions for Thai-
com’s case, said a high-ranking source at
the ministry who asked not to be named.

“Our working panel on space policy
development is speeding up delibera-
tions to settle Thaicom'’s compensation
deal by the end of next month, in accord-
ance with the government’s deadline,” the
source said.

The panel will then submit its conclu-
sions to the DE Ministry’s permanent
secretary for approval. If accepted, they
will then be submitted to the cabinet
for consideration.

Thaicom holds a satellite concession
under the Information and Communi-
cation Technology Ministry (the former
name of the DE Ministry), paying an
annual concession fee of 20.5%. Its con-
cession is due to expire in 2021.

Thaicom operates three satellites
under the concession regime: Thaicom
4 or iPSTAR, a broadband satellite; Thai-
com 5 and Thaicom 6, both of which are
broadcasting satellites.

But Thaicom 7 was launched into orbit
in 2012 and has been in operations since
2014, while Thaicom 8 was launched into
orbit in May of last year.

These two satellites are operated under

a single licence granted by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), which required
Thaicom to pay a licence fee of 5.75% of
total revenue to the NBTC, compared with
the 20.5% rate that will be seen under the
concession system.

Nevertheless, the government insisted
that Thaicom’s latest two satellites must
return to the old concession system. The
source said the gap between the license
and concession fee has caused the govern-
ment to lose revenue for years.

“Personally, I think Thaicom should
go back to the concession regime,” the
source said.

Earlier, Thaicom executives proposed
that the DE Ministry allocate some

capacity from its satellites’ transponders to
the state to provide public satellite service
in exchange forwaiving the compensation.
But the source said the proposal was
unacceptable, stressing that Thaicom
should pay compensation in cash.
The source also said the DE Ministry
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Thaicom’s
terrestrial station
in Lat Lum Kaeo
district, Pathum
Thani. The
country’s sole
satellite service
provider is under
pressure from the
government to pay
a much higher
annual concession
fee for its two
latest satellites.

is studying the possibility of revamping
the business structure of the local satellite
industryin order to ensure greater benefits
for the country.

The study is focusing on four alterna-
tives for a new satellite business structure:
creating a wholly state-owned enterprise
formula; setting up a shareholding struc-
ture under the 2013 Public-Private Joint
Venture Act; allowing a flexible joint-ven-
ture model between the state and private

firms; and a liberalised model entailing a
higher operating fee.

The study is expected to be concluded
by year-end, which will inevitably affect
Thaicom’s next satellite.

Philip Tan, president and group chief
executive of InTouch Holdings, the parent
company of Thaicom, said it would be
unacceptable for Thaicom if the govern-
ment made its Thaicom 7 and Thaicom
8 satellites fall under the concession
regime again.

The satellite business is now governed
by the NBTC under the licensing regime
in accordance with the Telecom Business
Act. He said the firm is ready to negotiate,
but a solution must be acceptable to both
Thaicom and the country.
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en months after television anchor Sorrayuth
R E LA I I N TSuthassanachinda bowed down to peer
pressure and quit his role as host of a pop-

ular morning show, the celebrity newsman made a

comebackin front of the camera — which happens
to be his own.
Since early January, Sorrayuth has been travelling

across the southern provinces hit by severe floods,

meeting with affected communities and reporting
on their plight through his Facebook page “Sorrayuth
Suthassanachinda Kammakorn Khao', literally Sor-

rayuth the News Worker.

Drenched, standing knee-deep in floodwater or
sporting a fluorescent lifejacket while filming on a
boat at night, the former star anchor produces up to

five Facebook Live videos per day, attracting tens of
thousands viewers each time.

STORY: ARIANE KUPFERMAN-SUTTHAVONG So far, Sorrayuth’s reporting and online pres-
ence has been met with nothing but praise from
his committed audience. Even his detractors, who

urged him nearly ayear ago to stay

out of the public eye, refrained
from commenting.

“It's Sorrayuth’s right to use
his personal Facebook page as a
channel to cover the news,” argues
Mana Treelayapewat, dean of the
School of Communication Arts at
the University of the Thai Chamber
of Commerce. “Anyone who says
otherwise would be infringing on
hisindividual rights and freedoms.”

In February last year, the
Criminal Court handed down a
20-year jail sentence to Sorrayuth
for cheating state-owned public
broadcaster MCOT out of more
than 138 million baht in advertis-
ingrevenue. Although his sentence
was commuted to 13 years and the
news anchor was released on bail,
allowing him to resume hosting
Channel 3’s moming news, a tug

/SL LBHLMAYHHOS/ANOD YOOIV MMM

Sorrayuth Suthassanachinda reporting from Thailand’s southern provinces on Facebook Live. of war ensued between a defiant
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Sorrayuth and various media organisations that
called on him to resign.

At the time, Thai Broadcast Journalists Associa-
tion president Thepchai Yong was one of the loudest
voices that confronted Sorrayuth, insisting that he
should quit to demonstrate responsibility following
the court’s ruling.

In interviews and during seminars, he repeat-
edly said that the anchor’s continued appearance
on air showed disrespect for his profession’s ethi-
cal standards.

However, Thepchai was not available for com-
ment on Sorrayuth’s comeback, having picked up
the phone and stated he was in a meeting. He could
no longer be reached after that.

Traditional media’s code of ethics does not apply
to new media platforms such as Facebook, YouTube
or Instagram, Mana further observes. In time, new
media will develop its own set of rules.

Unlike newspapers or television channels, social
media is based on two-way communication and
exchange. “Users cross-examine each other’s con-
tent, creating self-regulation.”

Sorrayuth’s fate will eventually be decided by the
public’s reception, he adds. If audiences can accept
the acts committed by the celebrity anchor, they
will keep watching his work. Otherwise, he will face
social sanctions.

Since early in his career, the newsman has devel-
oped a close following, attracting viewers with his
sensational storytelling and interest in issues close
to ordinary people’s lives. Today, his new Facebook
page is Liked by nearly 400,000 users.

In a changing media landscape, audiences’ eyes
have increasingly shifted from television screens
to their laptops and mobile phones, Mana added,
which can at times infuriate operators who paid
billions for digital channel rights.

These operators have raised concerns about the
lack of regulations for online media with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), says Supinya Klangnarong, a commissioner.

“They believe this is unfair” she says. “While tele-
vision channels may be warned by the NBTC about

News ID: C-170123001090 (23 Jan 17/05:53)

"

R
Sorrayuth at the Criminal Court last year.

broadcasted content deemed inappropriate or ille-
gal, online platforms are let off the hook”

At the moment, the NBTC does not oversee online
channels, Supinya assures, nor will it do so for a very
long time. Despite calls being made for a license
application systemto be established, in order to reg-
ulate online media, it's hard to imagine how every-
one will ever agree on criteria and rules to follow.

Importantly, future guidelines shouldn’t infringe
on users’ rights or pave the way for censorship to
take place, argues the commissioner, who prefers
self-regulation to regulation by the state.
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MCOT’s plea to import equipment raises doubts

PUBLIC BROADCASTER WILLING TO RETURN SOME OF ITS
2600MHZ BANDWIDTH FOR AUCTION WHILE REQUIRING
THE BROADCAST WATCHDOG TO PAY IT COMPENSATION

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MCOT RECENTLY asked the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) for permission to
import equipment that it will use in co-
operation with True Corp and Advanced
Info Service (AIS) to operate wireless
services on its portion of the 2.6 gigahertz
spectrum.

Butatelecom analyst was doubtful about
whether the move reflects another bid by
operators to seek extrabandwidth atalower
costthan they might face underanew round
of spectrum auctions.

Last October, MCOT requested per-
mission to import Huawei cellular base
stations that are compatible with the
2.6GHz spectrum the NBTC office per-
mitted MCOT to import 30 base stations.

Agreements reached

Last November, MCOT again sought
permission to import more Huawei base
stations. It also asked the NBTC to grant it
the network code used for conducting
telecommunication systems.

It said it had reached agreements with
AlSsubsidiary Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN) and TrueMove H Universal
Communication (TUC) on the use of their
wireless broadband technology to broad-
cast TV signals. It also asked for the net-
work code needed for providing a 2.6 GHZ
service.

The NBTC’s broadcasting committee
refused to assign the network codeto MCOT
and declined to back its request to import
more Huawei equipment.

The broadcasting committee also asked
the NBTC board to consider again it MCOT
still has the right overits 2.6 GHz spectrum.

Last Wednesday, the NBTC board decid-
ed initially on whether to grant the network
code to MCOT and if MCOT has ownership
righttothe 2.6GHz spectrum. However, that
agenda item was later withdrawn from con-
sideration.

It is still not clear if MCOT has rights to
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theband. The NBTC panel assigned to study
state agencies’ spectrum ownership ruled
recently that MCOT no longer has rights
over the band, contradicting an earlier
NBTC ruling.

NBTC  secretary-general  Takorn
Tantasith said last week that MCOT had
informed the commission that it wanted to
return 90 megahertzofthe 160MHz itholds
on the 2.6GHz spectrum.

A new NBTC law under consideration
by a committee of the National Legislative
Assembly would allow the commission
to compensate state agencies for spectra
they relinquish before their concessions
end or before their rights to the spectra
expire.

The NLA committee concluded last week
that the NBTChad no authority to pay com-
pensation tothe state agenciesthat nolonger
had rights to their spectra.

Piset Chiyasak, director and acting pres-
ident of MCOT, said that his company was
developing its new business over some por-
tions of 2600MHz radio frequency under its
joint venture company.

The portions of 2600MHz bandwidth
will be used for its pay-TV business with
Playwork Co Ltd through a 15-year contract
under which MCOT will receive the revenue
sharing and Playwork will be the entity that
invests.

Meanwhile, MCOT is willing to return
some of its holding 2600MHz band-
width to the NBTC for auction in the
near future while requiring the broadcast-
ing watchdog to pay its compensation in
return.

An NBTC source said that according to
this interpretation, whether MCOT would
be compensated under the new law would
depend on whether or not the NBTC rules
that MCOT retains rights over the 2.6GHz
spectrum.

The NLA committee also determined that
in cases where compensation to state agen-
ciesisjustified, the NBTC would use the pro-
ceeds from its spectrum auctions to pay
them.

AWN and TUC have acquired addition-
al bandwidth by paying hefty pricestosecure
licences to operate wireless services on the
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SPECTRUM HOLDINGS

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission plans to
reclaim spectra for reallocation. Below are names of the holders of
bandwidth on the 700MHz, 2.3GHz and 2.6GHz spectra and the

proportions they hold.

Royal Thai Armed
Forces Headquarters

AB%

Royal Thai Army
Signal Department

3

CAT Telecom
4%

Royal Thai Police
5%

Air Forces Directorate of
Communications and Electronics

% Samart Telcoms
6% o

7%  Royal Thai Army
Signal Department

9%

Source: King Mongkut's Institute of Technology, Ladkrabang

1,800MHz and 900MHz spectra at NBTC
auctions.

AWN won the auction for I0MHz of the
900MHz spectrum last May by bidding
Bt75.654 billion. True won 10MHz of the
same spectrum in December 2015 by bidding
Bt76.298 billion.

Unlike its two rivals, Total Access
Communication (DTAC) failed to clinch
licenceson eitherthe 1,800MHz or 900MHz
spectrum at those auctions. Like them,
DTAC currently holds a licence to use the
2.1GHz spectrum.

However, its 1800MHz and 800MHz
concessions will expire in September next
year.

Recently the company said it was keen to
partner TOT to provide cellular service on
that state telecom agency’s 2.3GHz spec-
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trum. A telecom-industry observer said if
TOT finds that it would receive large com-
pensation under the new NBTC law, it might
consider returning half of the 60MHz it
holds onthe 2.3GHz spectrumto NBTCand
keep the rest for providing its cellular serv-
ice.

Uncertainty over 800MHz

It is still uncertain how much of DTAC’s
800MHz bandwidth will be made available
in a future auction.

Thanapant Raichareon, deputy secre-
tary-general of the NBTC, said half of a
10MHz band on the 800MHz spec-
trum should be allocated for providing
railway communications after the DTAC
concession ends, if the government de-
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cides to deploy the Chinese high-speed-
rail system. This was the preliminary
conclusion of a consultant the NBTC
hired to study the railway-communication
issue.

The other half would be put to auction,
he added.

The NBTCwill allocate 400MHz forrail-
way communications if the government
decides to use a Japanese high-speed-rail
system.

“The NBTC will discuss with the
Transport Ministry again which of these two
high-speed-rail systems it will select,’
Thanapant said.

Compensation study

The NBTC has hired King Mongkut’s
Institute of Technology Ladkrabang to con-
duct a study on how to compensate the state
agencies after the NBTC reclaims the spec-
tra from them.

KMITL held the firstmeeting on the issue
with a focus group on January 17. The sec-
ond one will beheld inJune, and the last one
in September.

Tt will reach a conclusion on the study in
October.

The study mainly focuses on three spec-
tra: 700MHz, 2.3GHz and 2.6GHz.

Atthe first meeting, the agencies holding
spectra shared the view that the NBTC
should state clearly which bands it would
reclaim and for what reason.

KMITL proposed that the NBTC
should reclaim those bands without cur-
rent ownership, those bands whose equip-
ment had expired, and those with too few
users.

Representatives from some military units
told the forum that they opposed “too few
users” as a justification for reallocation as
this could include the spectra used for some
military purposes.

Representatives of True and MCOT
asked what appraisal method would
be used to calculate the compensation
amounts.

KMITL proposed that whether band-
width was returned voluntarily or not, the
compensation should be based on the loss-
es caused to that agency by the cessation of
operations.

The calculation would be based on the
assumption of the profit they would have
received if they continued operating the
service until their right to that spectrum
expired.
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AIS announces the world’s first achievement in developing 4G Massive MIMO 32T 32R in FDD

AlS today announced a landmark breakthrough in
technological advancement of Massive MIMO 32T 32R in
4G FDD for the first time in the world. Through a collabo-
ration with Huawei, AlS has begun preparing its network
for 5G technology in the future. Massive MIMO 32T 32R
is considered the most advanced technology in mobile
telecommunication, featuring the maximum efficiency in
expanding network capacity from 5 to 8 times more than
the current 4G (depending on the smartphone) and bringing
a new user experience with even higher quality to all Thai
customers.

AlS intends to utilize the bandwidths granted by
NBTC for the highest benefit of Thai people as indicated
by the government. Currently, AlS 4G network has been
expanded to cover the entire country. Meanwhile, we
partner with Huawei, world renowned research and
development company in telecom network, to develop
new technology for better network quality starting with
4,5G last year capable of faster speeds. Today AlS and
Huawei have advanced further by increasing network

capacity to support demand of mobile users especially
during high traffic.

Massive MIMO 32T 32R is a continuation of 4.5G
jointly developed last year by AIS and Huawei. During
the test, multi-user MIMO technique (MU MIMO) and 3D
Beam Forming in Massive MIMO 32T 32R were tested
under a simulated environment with different types of
data usage in high traffic level. The result shows that
the new technique can increase network capacity 5 to
8 times that of current 4G technology with the same
bandwidth.

More capacity has always been AIS top challenge
to offer superb experience to its customers. Overall, the
4G market of smartphone users in Thailand has been
growing rapidly both in user numbers and usage volume.
Customers want faster speed for high-definition video,
live gaming, and various applications.

Mr. Hui Weng Cheong, President of AIS, said, “Offering
the best network with new innovative technologies has
always been the focus of AIS. We firmly believe in
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delivering the best user experience
to our customers and delivering the full
benefits of the latest technological
advances to meet the digital lifestyle
needs of our customers.
Huawei has been an AIS strategic
partner in technological development.
Working together at the Joint Innovation
Center (JIC), AlS and Huawei succeeded
in the world's first commercialized 4.5G
system which was officially launched in
March 2016. Today, the latest collaboration
in developing and testing Massive MIMO
technology marks a significant milestone
in AlS network preparation to support
our journey to 5G. This is yet another
major achievement that AIS is proud
to present to the public - the first operator in the world.
Thai people can be reassured that when 5G arrives,
AlS customers will be the first to enjoy the best user

experience and benefits from the best technology that
AlS brings, Mr. Hui Weng Cheong concluded.

www.ais.co.th
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