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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

380MHz projected for 2020 NBTC auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator plans to auction 380
megahertz of bandwidth for four telecom
frequencies by 2020 in a drive to support
further development of the country’s digi-
tal infrastructure.

The spectra will comprise 180MHz of
downlink and uplink bandwidth on the
2600MHz spectrum by 2017; 90MHz on
the 1800MHz spectrum and 20MHz on
the 850MHz spectrum by March 2018; and
90MHz on the 700MHz spectrum by 2020.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), said the
planned auction is intended to accommao-
date explosive demand for online services
and the emerging Internet of Things (IoT).

Up to 420MHz of downlink and uplink
bandwidth from various spectra have so

far been allocated for telecom service uses.

But Mr Takorn said the existing amount
of spectra in the industry is not sufficient
to keep pace with the rapid developments
in service innovation in the digital age and
the widespread deployment of 5G wireless
broadband technology.

5G mobile service is expected to be
launched commercially in the global
market by 2020. 5G technology could pro-
vide up to 100 times faster data rates than
4G. This is likely to create opportunities for
new IoT use cases, augmented reality and
virtual reality-based applications, smart
vehicles, remote healthcare and robotics.

“The development of the digital ecosys-
tem in Thailand requires more bandwidth
resources to build core digital infrastruc-
ture to provide service innovations,” said
Mr Takorn yesterday at the 5G technology
showcase held by Ericsson.

T o

A man on a mobile
phone and laptop
simultaneously.
Demand for online
services and the
Internet of Things
has pushed the
Thai regulator to
consider a new
bandwidth auction.
KRIT PROMSAKA
NA SAKOLNAKORN
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After the auctions take place, there will
be a total of 800 MHz of downlink and
uplink bandwidth for telecom service uses,
exceedingthe 700MHz level recommended
by the International Telecommunication
Union, he said.

Nadine Allen, president and head of
Ericsson Thailand, said the country has
been at the forefrontin adopting informa-
tion and communications technology (ICT)
in Asia-Pacific. She said Thai consumers are
ahead of or on par with global peers when it
comes to embracing and using ICT.

Ericsson expects to see fast adoption
of 5G technology among telecom service
providers in Thailand as companies are
moving quickly to meet customer needs,
she said.

Mrs Allen said 5G technology will not
only bolster the growth of mobile broad-
band and video streaming demands, it

could also be a cost-effective alternative
to fixed-line services.

Based on its internal reports, Ericsson
found that consumers expect to see innova-
tive services stemming from a 5G system.
Theyinclude broadband and media every-
where, interactions between humans and
machines or loT, new sensor networks,
smart vehicles and transport, and critical
control of remote devices.

Ericsson projects 4.1 million new devices
will get connected every day worldwide in
2017, reaching 18 billion by 2022.
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MCOT relinquishes 140MHz of 2.6GHz
spectrum to NBTC for reallocation

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

MCOTwill returna pair ofbands
on the 2.6-gigahertz spectrum
totalling 140 megahertz to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission for reallocation,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC.

The pairing consists of a
70MHz uplink band and a
70MHz downlink band.

Currently, MCOT holds
around 170MHz of the 2.6GHz
spectrum.

Takornsaid MCOT wanted to
be compensated after handing
the bands over to the NBTC. A
new law currently at the draft
stage would allow the NBTC to
compensate state agencies for
spectra they relinquish before
their concessions end or before
theirrights to the spectra expire.

The draft NBTC law is
being considered by a commit-

tee of the National Legislative
Assembly.

MCOT would like to operate
the restof thebandwidthitholds
onthisspectrum itself. However,
it would be able to use it for

broadcasting service only,
Takorn said.
Last October, MCOT

requested permission to import
Huawei cellular base stations
that are compatible with the
2.6GHz spectrum. The NBTC
office permitted theimportof30
of the stations.

In November, MCOT asked
the NBTC for permission to
import equipment that it would
use in cooperation with
Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN), a subsidiary of
Advanced Info Service (AIS),
and True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC) of True
Corp to operate broadcasting
services onits 2.6 GHz spectrum.

It also asked the NBTC to
grantitthe use ofanetwork code
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for conducting telecommunica-
tion systems. Technically, the
network s for enable communi-
cation between telecom net-
works.

MCOT said it had reached
agreementwith AlSand Trueon
the use of their wireless broad-
bandtechnologytobroadcast TV
signals.

The NBTC’s broadcasting
committee on November 21
refused to assign the network
code to MCOT and submitted
the issue to the NBTC board to
consider on January 18. It also
asked theboardtoconsideragain
whether MCOT still has theright
over its portion of the 2.6GHz
spectrum.

However, thatitem waswith-
drawn from the agenda of last
week’s board meeting,.

Takorn said the NBTC board
would consider MCOT’s net-
work-code request and its spec-
trum ownership atits next meet-
ing.
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