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Triple T renews licence 9 years early

CITES NEED FOR FINANCIAL BACKING FOR NETWORK EXPANSION IN APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION TO NBTC PANEL

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday resolved to
renew the licence of Internet serv-
ice provider Triple T Broadband for
another 15 years, effective yester-
day.

This means the renewal was
granted to the company nine
years before its original licence
term was due to end in February
2026. As a result, the new expiry

date is January 29, 2032.

The company has obtained this
telecom licence with a 20-year term
for thefirsttime since February 29,
2006.

Triple T, which has registered
capital of Bt1.25 billion, is in the
business group of the SET-listed
telecom operator  Jasmine
International (Jas).

A telecom industrialist was sur-
prised that the company had
requested the renewal at this time,
as it still had another nine years in
its original licence term.

In its request for the licence-

term extension, the company
informed the telecom committee
that it wanted to increase its
potential to seek loans from
financial institutions for its plan
to spend Bt97.919 billion between
this year and 2036 to expand its
network coverage and upgrade its
technology. Of that total, Bt36.273
billion will be spent in the first five
years.

Triple T will also expand its
fixed-line telephone service by an
additional 800,000 numbers, up
from the current 157,000.

Under NBTC rules, a licence

holder can apply for renewal at least
one month in advance of the expi-
ration date.

According to the NBTC office,
the company paid a licence fee of
Bt105.3 millionin 2015 out of gross
revenue of Bt7.537 billion. Its
licence is in the Type 3 category,
which is for operators with large
and dedicated networks.

In its request for the licence
renewal, the company cited the
NBTC website, whichnoted thatas
of the third quarter of 2015 there
were three major broadband
Internet operators, namely TOT,
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True Corp and Triple T. True com-
manded thelargest market share of
37.6 per cent, followed by Triple T
at 31.6 per cent and TOT 21.1 per
cent.

As of the third quarter last year,
Triple T had 2.34.5 million broad-
band subscribers.

Jas posted consolidated total
revenue for the third quarter of
2016 of Bt3.994 billion, increasing
by Bt291 million year on year. Most
of the revenue was contributed by
Triple T.

Jas’share price yesterday fell by
1.69 per cent to close at Bt8.70.
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THUMBS DOWN

Mobile virtual network operators will have to
use an online fingerprint ID system to register
prepaid and postpaid mobile SIM cards. B4

Fingerprint ID

mandatory to
register SIMs

MVNOs not exempted
despite requests

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile virtual network operators
(MVNOs) will have to use an online fin-
gerprint ID system for new prepaid and
postpaid mobile SIM card registrations
by March without exception, says the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC).

An MVNO is a company that provides
mobile service but does not have its own
mobile network. MVNOs have called
on the regulator over the past several
months to exempt them from the rule,
saying the system willimpose additional
cost burdens on them and make it dif-
ficult for them to compete with major
mobile operators.

All mobile operators will have to intro-
duce the online fingerprint ID system
by March, but mobile users can choose
whether or not to put their fingerprints in
the system for their own security.

“Any violation will face penalties rang-
ing from a fine, to a ban onreceivingnew
mobile numbers from the regulator, to a
licence revocation,” said NBTC secretary-
general Mr Takorn.

Mr Takorn urged all mobile users to
participate in the fingerprint system to
ensure greater security in mobile bank-
ing and prevent the risk of fraud, which
is likely to increase in a cashless society.

He insisted that the fingerprint system
will complement the existing registra-
tion system. The regulator will not force
all mobile users to register with the
new system.

Thailand has 103 million mobile sub-
scribers, 14 million of whom use mobile
banking services.

Mobile banking is a service provided
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by banks or other financial institutions
as well as mobile operators that allows
customers to conduct some financial
transactions remotely using any mobile
device, with no bank account required.

The popularity of mobile banking
activities marks a significant trend taking
place in banking.

Fraud and other criminal acts target-
ing telecommunication networks are also
becoming increasingly sophisticated.

Mr Takorn acknowledged that the
system might add extra costs to MVNOs
who have fewer outlets, but the system
is necessary as the government is
pushing the country towards a digital-
driven economy.

“We cannot accept the MVNO’s
request, as consumer benefits must come
first,” Mr Takorn said.

Citing an NBTC study, he said the
online fingerprint ID system will cost
1,000-2,000 baht per registration.

He said the fingerprint system invest-
ment can be deducted as a business
expense from the universal service obli-
gation (USO) fee operators pay annually
to the NBTC.

Telecom operators have to share 5% of
their total revenue with the NBTC. Of the
total, 3.5% goes toward the USO fee and
the remaining 1.25% goes to the licens-
ing fee.

In fact, Mr Takorn said the fingerprint
system might only cause an inconven-
ience to mobile operators and MVNOs.

Nipon Chuchird, president of Data
CDMA Communication, a MVNO provid-
ing 3G service on CAT Telecom'’s 850-meg-
ahertznetwork, said the company is ready
to complywith the rule despite the incon-
venience to its operations.

Data CDMA has 100,000 subscrib-
ers using postpaid service under My
World brand.

The company plans to introduce pre-
paid mobile service within next month,
Mr Nipon said.
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