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Jas unit gains
extension on
Net licence

NBTC GRANTS 5 MORE YEARS ON ACUMEN'S
INTERNATIONAL INTERNET GATEWAY LICENCE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has granted a five-year
extension to the international
Internet gateway licence of
Acumen, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Jasmine International
(Jas).

Acumen is the second company
in the Jasmine group that has
secured an extension to its licence
recently. Internet service provider
Triple T Broadband, known for its
3BB brand, also gained a licence
extension;itisawholly owned sub-
sidiary of Acumen.

The NBTC’sapprovalmarks the
second licence extension for
Acumen, which had obtained its
initial five-year licence in 2007.
The extension takes effect on
February 8, the day after the expi-
ration of the current term.

The company holds a Type-2
licence, which governs the opera-
tion of telecom operators without
their own networks.

This week the NBTC telecom
committee approved the renewal
of Triple T’s licence for a further 15
years. The renewal was granted to
the company nine years before its
original licence term was due to
end in February 2026. As a result,
the new expiry date is January 29,
2032.

Triple T had obtained its cur-
rent telecom licence, with a 20-
year term, on February 29, 2006.
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&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

A telecom industry observer
expressed surprise that Triple T
had requested the renewal of the
licence so early.

In its request for the licence-
term extension, Triple T informed
the telecom committee that it
wanted to enhance its ability to
seek loans from financial institu-
tions for a plan to spend Bt97.919
billion over the period to 2036 to
expand its network coverage and
upgrade its technology. Of that
total, Bt36.273 billion will be spent
in the first five years.

Triple T will also expand its
fixed-line telephone service by an
additional 800,000 numbers, up
from the current 157,000.

Acumen will spend around
Bt5.64 million in the first year of
the new licence term before
increasingthat by 10 percentayear
in the following years.

The NBTC had once warned
that the licences of Jas businesses
would be affected if Jas subsidiary
Jas Mobile Broadband (JASMBB)
failed to pay the first instalment of
a fee for the 900MHz licence by a
deadline of March 2016.

JASMBB won the licence in an
auction in late 2015 but failed to
pay the first instalment by the
deadline, which resulted in it los-
ingtherighttousethelicence. The
company paid a Bt200 million fine
to the NBTC.

The NBTC had also confiscated
Bt644 million that the firm placed
with the committee before the auc-
tion of two 900MHz licences.
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POLITICS

NRSA whips put the
brakes on media bill

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The National Reform Steering Assem-
bly (NRSA) whips have put the brakes
on the controversial bill to regulate the
media following fierce opposition from
media organisations.

The media bodies are demanding the
removal of ACM Kanit Suwannate as head
of the NRSA’s media reform steering panel.

Kamnoon Sidhisamarn, spokesman of
the NRSA whips, said the whips agreed in
principle with the bill’s call for a national
media profession council but there are
details that need to be reviewed.

The NRSA's media reform steering panel
has been asked to revise the draft law and
the NRSA'’s planned meetings on Monday
and Tuesday to deliberate the bill have been
cancelled, he said.

Mr Kamnoon said elements to be fur-
ther considered include the composition
of the council and its authority which
are the subjects of intense debate in the
media industry.

“We've agreed with the principle of
self-regulation by the media profession
council. But the council’s structure must
be reviewed and settled first before we can

News ID: C-170203001006 (3 Feb 17/05:05)
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move ahead with the issue of authority and
power;” he said.

The make-up of the council proposed
under the bill has sparked uproar among
media groups which see it as a mechanism
to pave the way for state interference and
control of the media.

The proposed council comprises 13
members, four of whom would be the per-
manent secretaries of the finance, digital
economy and society, culture, ministries
and the PM'’s Office.

Media representatives from 30 organisa-
tions yesterday lodged a petition with the
NRSA, calling for the ouster of ACM Kanit
as they said he lacked understanding about
the issue.

They also accused the committee chair-
man of distorting facts when he claimed the
bill was backed by media representatives
and had passed a public hearing.

Meanwhile, a group of four journalists
who were members of a sub-committee
on media reforms yesterday announced
their resignation in protest against the
draft legislation.

Suwanna Sombatraksasuk, one of the
four, said the sub-committee’s version of
the bill was altered by the Kanit committee
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National Reform Steering Assembly deputy chairman Alongkorn Ponlaboot, centre, accepts a petition from media organisation

representatives at parliament yesterday against a controversial draft law on media reforms. CHANAT KATANYU

with two elements found absolutely
unacceptable — government oversight
of the media industry and licensing of
media professionals.

Former president of the Thai Jour-
nalists Association Pradit Ruangdit said
the drafters of the bill have insufficient

understanding of the media’s role and itis
impossible to work together.

“If this bill is enacted, it would be ablem-
ish on national reforms. Freedom of the
press is the force driving national reforms,”
he said.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member of the

News ID: C-170203001006 (3 Feb 17/05:05)
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National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission, voiced disagreement
over state control but urged the media to
come up with effective self-regulation to
ensure accountability.

ACM Kanit yesterday shrugged off calls
for his replacement.
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NRSA calls for review of media regulatory bill following strong opposition from journalists

KASAMAKORN CHANWANPEN
THE NATION

FOLLOWING strong objections from many media
groups, National Reform Steering Assembly (NRSA)
whips yesterday advised its media reform committee to
revise the contentious media regulatory bill.

Kamnoon Sidhisamarn, secretary and spokesman of
the NRSA coordination committee, said at a press con-
terence that the whips decided to return two draft laws to
the media reform panel for review.

The spokesman said the controversial issues regard-
ing the bill on media
reform, such as the com-
position and the authori-
ty of the proposed “media
professional  council’,
wouldbereviewedbytak-
ing into consideration
complaints made by
media organisations. It
remained unclear when
the revision would be

authority to ensure better self-regulation mechanisms
within the sector, Kamnoon said. The highly controver-
sial proposal for a media regulatory council has faced
much criticism from media groups, which have deseribed
it as a veiled attempt to control the media.

In response to concerns over the composition of the
proposed media council, which would include four min-
istry permanent secretaries, the whips advised that the
council be made up of members from related and diverse
fields, according to the spokesman.

Additionally, the whipssaid the bill mustbeinline with
the constitution thatwasapproved in the referendum last
year, Kamnoon said. Media
organisations have com-
plained that the bill was
against the new charter,
which ensures the inde-
pendence of the media.

Leading figures in the
media industry, such as
Wanchai Wongmeechai,
Thepchai Yong and

& Chavarong Limpattama-
completed, but Kamnoon # panee, yesterday submit-
said it “should not take z ted an open letter
long™. = endorsed by 30 media

One bill involves the z organisations that called
protectionof mediarights el £ onthe NRSA toreviewthe
and liberties and thepro- M -y ) Z draft bill and replace
motion of occupational ThepchaiYong,2nd left, president of the Thai Broadcast the head of the media
values and standards, Joumalists Association, and othermedia figures submita reform committee, Kanit
whileanotherbillinvolves letter to the vice chairman of the National Reform Steering Suwannet. They said
the registration of media Assembly, Alongkorn Ponlaboot, 3rd left. Kanit had conceded he

organisations. The former
point has been strongly opposed by 30 media organisa-
tions nationwide, which issued two statements denounec-
ing the bill as opening the door for state interference in
the media sector.

However, NRSAwhipsagreed during their meeting at
Parliament that the proposed media professional coun-
cil should remain in the draft legislation with the legal
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was not familiar with

journalism and should be replaced by someone who was.

Inaddition, the mediaorganisations said Kanit’s claim

that mediarepresentativeshad accepted thedraftbill and

that it was backed by academic research were inaccurate.

Media representatives emphasised that the regulato-

ry bill posed threats to media freedom as well as the pub-
lic’s freedom to access information.
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They said that instead of protecting the rights and free-
dom of the media, the bill would allow control of and inter-
ference in the media by the state through the professional
coungcil, whichwould include permanent secretaries appoint-
ed by politicians. The media representatives also said the
media were currently subject to self-regulation and regula-
tion by members of public, making further regulation by a
professional council unnecessary.

In a related development, veteran journalists who were
members of the NRSAs media reform panel, such as Pradit

Ruangdit, Suwanna Sombatraksasuk and Amornrat
Mahimmathiruk, yesterday resigned from the panel to
express opposition against the contentious bill, according to
a source familiar with the matter.

Meanwhile, Constitution Drafting Commission chair-
man Meechai Ruchupan yesterday called on media groups
and the NRSA media reform panel to debate amicably in
order to settle the differences between them.

Meechai said he did not think this issue would ignite a
conflict between the media and the government.
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