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True Corp plans to relaunch IPTV service after AIS grabs HBO channels

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

IN PREPARATION for expect-
ed intense competition in broad-
band television, True Corp is
planningto relaunch its Internet
protocol TV (IPTV) service after
its rival Advanced Info Service
(AIS), which recently secured
some HBO premium channels,
began eyeing this business.

Meanwhile, a member of the
broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) said her
consumer-rights sub-panel was
keeping a close watch on IPTV
business after AIS jumped on the
bandwagon.

Suphakit Vuntanadit, deputy

commercial officer of True Corp,
said yesterday that his company
was planning to reintroduce the
IPTV service called “True TV,
which would be available via an
Android smart box connected to
the Internet, requiring a mini-
mum speed of 15 megabits per
second.

He said True hoped the IPTV
service would appeal to younger
customers as an alternative to
traditional pay-TV offerings via
cable and satellite receivers.
Using True's advanced broad-
band network, True TV would be
able to provide a fast and seam-
less viewing experience.

The relaunched True TV
began a trial run a few months
ago, offering a variety of content
including movies, sport and
music programimes.

True Corp originally intro-
duced an IPTV service back in
2008, aiming to become amedia-
convergence empire operating
telecommunication and sub-
scription-based television serv-
ices. However, because of low
Internet penetration atthattime,
the service was put on hold.

The recent move by True Corp
came after AIS announced it
would be offering premium con-
tentfrom Singapore-based HBO
Asiaand otherinternational dis-
tributors via its own IPTV and
video-on-demand services.

AIS recently secured the
broadeasting rights toHBO Asia’s
premium movie channels and
other top-rated pay-TV channels
from Fox Network Group Asia
after TrueVisions dropped six
HBO movie channels on January

1. TrueVisions is also planning to
cancel 11more channelsincluding
National Geographic, BBC
Entertainment, Discovery Science
and MUTV.

AIS will offer the HBO chan-
nels via its AIS Playbox IPTV
service, Google Chromecast and
AIS Play mobileapplication. The
company targets doubling the
number of monthly AIS Play
viewers this year from 1.5 million
amonth last year. It also expects
to have a million subscribers to
AIS Playbox by the end of this
year, up from the current
300,000.

After the cancellation of the
six HBO movie channels by
TrueVisions early this year, the
NBTCreported thathundreds of
pay-TV subscribers were affect-
ed.
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As head of the NBTC’s sub-
committee on consumer-rights
protection, NBTC member
Supinya Klangnarong invited top
TrueVisions executives to discuss
remedies after a previous plan
proposed by the pay-TV giant
failed to satisfy her team.

Previously, TrueVisions insist-
ed that under the first remedial
package, compensation for its
affected customers was already
sufficient. But Supinya and some
customers wanted TrueVisions
to do more, such as fee reduc-
tions or refunds.

Asfor IPTV, Supinyasaid such
serviceswere governed bybroad-
casting regulations. Therefore,
she would keep a close watch on
this kind of emerging business.

So far, the NBTC has issued
around 10 IPTV licences.
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Headline: TOT to pick partner for 4G on 2.3GHz spectrum by Sept

TOT to pick partner for 4G
on 2.3GHz spectrum by Sept

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT expects to select a pariner to jointly offer 4G wire-
less broadband service on its 2.3GHz spectrum by the
end of the third quarter, Rungsun Channarukul, senior
executive vice president of the state telecom agency’s
mobile unit, announced yesterday.

He told a press conference that five telecom compa-
nies - the three major mobile operators, Advanced Info
Service (AIS), Total Access Communication (DTAC) and
True Corp; and two new players, Mobile LTE and
Tantawan Telecommunication — were expected to take
partin the selection process.

Interested parties will be able to pick up a ‘request for
proposal’ document at TOT’s headquarters from
February 10 to 15, with proposals due to be submitted to
the state agency on March 27, he said.

“TOT expects to announce the winner by May and
sign a deal by the third quarter, with the winner start-
ing installation of the network in the final quarter of the
year. TOT expects the 4G service on 2.3GHz to com-
mence next year,” Rungsun explained.

According to the selection criteria, bidders have to
propose investments thatwould enable the 2.3GHznet-
work to cover 80 per cent of the population within five

ears.
g They must also propose a plan to commit to leasing
60 per cent of the network’s capacity, with TOT using
the remaining capacity to provide its own cellular serv-
ice and allocate spare capacity to mobile virtual network
operators (MVNOs).

“We will select the winner using ‘beauty-contest’
criteria based on the best proposal from both the tech-
nical and commercial proposals,” the senior executive

VP said.
TOT said earlier thatit washoping to gain Bt3.9bil-
ion in annual net revenue from the 2.3GHz business,
on a par with that received from its partnership with
AISin offering 4G service on TOT’s 2.1GHz spectrum.

TOT holds 60 megahertz of the 2.3GHz spectrum
for a term that is due to expire in eight years.

Four companies - AIS, DTAC, Mobile LTE
and Tantawan Telecommunication — participated in
TOT’s press conference announcing its request for pro-
posals for 4G partnership in the 2.3GHz spectrum .

DTAC isinterestedin securing the partnership with
TOT as it failed to win a licence in the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission’s
(NBTC) recent auctions of 1800MHz and 900MHz
licences.

DTAC's concession contract with CAT Telecom to
operate mobile service on the 850MHz and 1800MHz
spectra expires next year.

Mobile LTE, which was founded in 2014, owns a
licence to operate an MVNO business, but has yet to
commence operations.

The NBTC telecom committee recently granted the
company a licence to operate a satellite-based service.

According to information at the Business
Development Department, Tantawan Telecom-
munication was jointly founded in 2012 by the family of
ex-senator Prasit Photasuthon.

The company has registered capital of Bt100 mil-
lion, with Duangkae - Prasit’s wife - the sole autho-
rised signatory.

In 2012, the company submitted an application to
bid for a 2.1GHz spectrum licence.

However, its application was rejected because of
the lack of some key documents and a bank-guaran-
tee cheque.

In 2010, Win Win NGV, which was founded by
Prasit’s son, Yuthana, submitted an application to bid
for 2.1GHz licences, but that application failed due to
the lack of a cashier’s cheque and bank guarantee.
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DIGITAL ECONOMY

Pichet urges
national

broadband
network

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The creation of a full-scale, digitally
driven economy must take place in Thai-
land within a decade if the country wants
to escape from the middle-income trap,
says the Digital Economy and Society (DE)
minister.

Failure to do so would mean Thailand
will languish in the middle-income trap
for at least five decades, Pichet Durong-
kaveroj said atyesterday’s forum hosted by
Post Todayto mark the 14th anniversary of
the newspaper.

“Construction of a national broadband
network, which is designed to be one of
the key drivers in the development of the
country’s digital infrastructure, will lead
to an innovation-driven economy,” Mr
Pichet said.

Having a nationwide broadband net-
workwill help bridge the digital divide and
promote modern economic development
through the e-commerce channel, he said.

Mr Pichet said the Thai government
allocated a budget for the specific purpose
of constructing a broadband network for
all villages.

The government plans to install the
network to cover 40,432 villages in remote
areas, 24,700 of which will be handled by
TOT Plc with an investment cost of 15 bil-
lion baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission will handle
the installation for the remaining 15,732
villages. The regulator will use the universal
service obligation fund for the investment.

TOT rolled out the first phase of the
national broadband project across 99 vil-
lages in 14 provinces, with the remaining
villages scheduled to be completed by the
end of this year.

In each village, a WiFi hotspot will
enable internet access free of charge. The
DE Ministry will not provide broadband
service directly to the public, but rather acts
as a wholesaler to service providers both
public and private.

Mr Pichet said the governmentis on the
verge of developing the next generation of
digital application platforms to accom-
modate and promote online activities

= . o
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DE Minister Pichet Durongkaveroj says a nationwide broadband network will link villages to

the digital economy. SEKSAN ROJJANAMETAKUN

like e-marketplaces, e-payments, and
e-government.

An all-in-one e-commerce platform and
a tully-integrated electronic health record
(EHR) system are in the development pipe-
line, he said.

“We want to facilitate villagers starting
e-commerce businesses to survive in the
digital era,” Mr Pichet said.

Last December, the DE Ministry assigned
the Electronic Transactions Development
Agency as the organiser to work with
related state authorities and the private
sector in jointly developing an all-in-one
e-commerce platform.

The platform is aimed at encouraging
e-commerce activities among Thais. It
is expected to offer a full range of online
marketplaces, logistics channels, pack-
aging and payment systems through the
digital network.

The DE Ministry also assigned the Elec-
tronic Government Agency to work with the
Public Health Ministry to jointly develop a
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fully integrated EHR system to connect all
existing 800 branches of state hospitals plus
7,000 village health volunteer centres with
citizens’ smart ID cards.

The EHR system is expected to be com-
pleted by 2021.

“To escape from the middle-income
trap, we all have to take a well-defined
approach to digital transformation initia-
tives,” Mr Pichet said.

He said promoting Thai tech startups
is one of four strategies for the DE Minis-
try this year, in line with the government’s
digital economy road map.

The four strategies comprise construc-
tion of a national broadband network for
villages and more submarine cables; the
promotion of tech startups and a digital
ecosystem as well as digital literacy; the
consolidation of government data cen-
tres and development of smart govern-
ment services; and enhancing the disaster
warning system through the use of digi-
tal technology.
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Photo News: SOCIAL SCENE: TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE

Clip: Full Color

SOCIAL SCENE

TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE: To celebrate its 111th year of business in Thailand,
Ericsson led by Sam Saba, president of Ericsson Southeast Asia, and Nadine
Allen, president of Ericsson Thailand, recently hosted a technology showcase
that included the country’s first live 5G end-to-end demonstration, at the
InterContinental Hotel Bangkok. The event was attended by Charlotta Schiyter,
deputy head of mission and minister counsellor at the Embassy of Sweden.

From left, Linda Lindberg, Mr Saba, Ms Allen, Takorn Tantasith, Ms Schiyter,
Somchai Thamsirisup and Magnus Ewerbring.

Send pictures to life.social@bangkokpost.co.th.

News ID: C-170208001131 (8 Feb 17/06:04)
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