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Telecom committee turns down
TOT’s plan for 4G partnership

NBTC PANEL FEARS SCHEME MIGHT VIOLATE FREQUENCY LAW

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT'S search for a strategic part-
ner to launch fourth-generation
cellular services on its 2.3-giga-
hertz band hit a snag yesterday
whenthetelecom committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
rejected its revised business plan.

Pravit Leesatapornwongsa, a
member ofthe NBTC, said thetele-
com panel was concerned that the
state enterprise’s plan might vio-
late Article 46 of the Frequency
Allocation Law that requires
licenceholders to operate their fre-

quencies completely on their own,
instead of having other parties do
it on their behalf.

Sofar13 companies have picked
up the terms of reference to bid to
become TOT's partner.

Among them are Advanced
Wireless Network, a subsidiary of
Advanced Info Service (AIS);
DTACTriNet,asubsidiary of Total
Access Communication; and
TrueMove H Universal Commu-
nication and Real Move, both part
of the True Corp group.

DTAC seems to be the most
eager to clinch the TOT deal as it
failed to win a licence in the recent
auctions of bandwidth on the

1,800- and 900-megahertz spec-
tra.

DTAC’s concession with CAT
Telecom to operate a mobile serv-
iceonthe 850MHzand 1,80O0MHz
bands expires late next year.

The telecom committee asked
NBTC staff to examine in greater
detail thelegal aspects of TOT’s 4G
business plan and whether TOT
has to hand over a part of its
60MHz bandwidth to the com-
mission if it has to abandon a 4G
partnership.

Rungsun Channarukul, senior
executive vice president of TOT,
said the agency’s 4G business
model was similar to that of the

True-CAT Telecom partnershipin
offering an 850MHz wireless
broadband service.

True'swholly owned subsidiary
BFKT (Thailand) has installed the
850MHz network for CAT to
wholesale mainly to True for the
provision of the wireless broad-
band service.

“We can confirm that our
spectrum will be operated by TOT,
not by the private partner,
Rungsun said.

Ready to clarify

TOT is ready to clarify the case
to the telecom committee, he
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added.
According to the selection cri-
teria, potential partners have to

propose investments to cover 80
per cent of the population within
five years and a plan to commit to
leasing 60 percent of the network’s
capacity. TOT would use the
remaining capacity to provide its
own cellular service and allocate
spare capacity to potential mobile
virtual network operators.

TOT had expected to take 60
days to select a 4G partner by a
“beauty contest” method, with the
firm or consortium with the best
overall technical and commercial
proposal winning.

TOT had expected to sign a
deal with its selected partner in
the third quarter, with the part-
ner starting installation of the
network in the final quarter of
the year.
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GOVERNMENT

Tourist SIM card plan axed

Economic, privacy
concerns triumph

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Plans for special SIM cards for tourists have
finally been scrapped by the national tel-
ecom regulator after facing strong opposi-
tion from the government, which says the
idea would do more harm than good.

The plan also drew heavy criticism at
the first public hearing from participants
who said it could lead to a potential threat
to travellers’ privacy.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) ini-
tially approved in principle a requirement
that foreign visitors to Thailand use special
SIM cards in their phones that could be
tracked by the authorities in the interest
of national security.

The NBTC planned to force all mobile
operators to embed location-based ser-

vice software into their SIM cards to enable
them to track the call history of the user
in the event he or she became a crimi-
nal suspect.

Operators would be required to sell
the special SIM cards to foreign travellers
wanting to use local mobile services.

The regulator expected to roll out the
special SIM cards in early 2017.

The initiative was originated at a
regional-level meeting in Phuket in July
last year, gathering telecom regulators
from the 10 Asean countries. Among the
10, only Malaysia uses special traceable
SIM cards for foreign travellers.

“We have stopped all related pro-
cesses [including public hearings] for
the tourist SIM card plan,” said NBTC

secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

The NBTC earlier prepared to invite
embassy representatives and ambassa-
dors from China, the US, Britain and some
European countries — all of which provide
high tourist traffic to Thailand — to take
part in a public hearing on the tourist SIMs.

A foreign tourist
looks at his mobile

phone while
walking along
Silom Road in
Bangkok. The
NBTC’s plan to
demand mobile
operators sell
special SIM cards
to tourists was
heavily criticised.
TANAPHON
ONGARTTRAKOON

Mr Takorn said the government, espe-
cially the Tourism and Sports Ministry,
is concerned that the tourist SIM would
cause severe damage to the local tourism
industry — a critical component of the
country’s economic growth, contributing
17% of the GDP.
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The ministry reported that 19.06 mil-
lion foreign tourists visited Thailand in
the first half of 2016, an increase of 12%
year-on-year.

An executive at a major mobile com-
pany who asked not to be named said the
termination of the tourist SIM plan was for
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the good of the country.

Though the cost of requiring traceable
SIM cards would create a small burden
to mobile operators, the source said it
might make foreign travellers unhappy or
uncomfortable with the way local authori-
ties handle personal information.
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