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The government plans to create an online
database for importing and exporting in what
it calls a ‘national single window’. B4

TECHNOLOGY

Single window
to clear trade
by next year

Goal to help prevent
corruption, red tape

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government plans to create a single
online database for importingand export-
ing through a national single window by
2018, part of efforts to avoid potential cor-
ruption and bribery in processes where
the state and private sectors meet.

Having a single online database
should allow the private sector reliable
access to greater consolidated informa-
tion resources and facilitate
import and export proce-
dures, said Takorn Tanta-
sith, secretary-general of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC).

The platform can also be
used to prevent potential
corruption risks related to
lobbying or procurement
processes and eliminate red
tape raised during face-to-
face consultations.

Initiated by the Finance Ministry, the
national single window platform is meant
to accommodate digital connectivity
among all state agencies. It is tentatively
scheduled to be implemented in 2018.

Mr Takorn said the platform also aims
to promote the development of the coun-
try’s digital economy as well as create
better transparency through efficient
management and monitoring of state
digital information.

Last month the Finance Ministry asked
NBTC representatives to join a discus-
sion because the regulator governs the
country’s telecom and broadcasting
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Takorn: Hope to start
operations by 2018

industries that import equipment with
massive value every year.

Presently the database systems of state
agencies in Thailand are managed based
on their own platforms, making it incon-
venient for the private sector in dealing
with them and opening up possible cor-
ruption risks, he said.

For example, the import of some
equipment, especially in the telecom
sector, requires contacting several state
authorities before receiving approval,
leading to possible lobbying and corrup-
tion risks, said Mr Takorn.

Underthe national single window con-
cept, he said the government will create
an integrated information and database
platform from all state agen-
cies related to importing
and exporting such as the
customs, excise and revenue
departments as well as the
Agriculture and Coopera-
tives Ministry.

“The single online data-
base complements the gov-
ermnment’s national data
centre,” said Mr Takorn.

The government is on
the verge of establishing a
national data centre as part
of its digital economy development
road map.

The development of a national data
centre has been divided into three stages:
providing open digital data to the public
through state agency websites; forming
a data analytics centre; and developing
centralised state data centres.

State agencies have 300 combined
data centres with total space of 36,000
square metres.

The government is in the process of
consolidating them to 200 data centres
within five years to better manage the
country’s data systems.
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Media chiefs
barred from
regulatory

council:

Kanit

GOVT SAYS PEOPLE WANTING TO BE ON NEW
BODY SHOULD STEP DOWN BEFOREHAND

THE NATION

HEADS of professional media
organisations will be prohibited
from sitting on a controversial
council to be setup under anewlaw
aimed at regulating the mass
media.

The media reform committee
willinstead place the media-group
heads in a working committee,
which will be responsible for nom-
inating members of the council.

A revised clause in the bill stip-
ulates that those on the working
committee prior to establishment
ofthe professional council shall not
sit in the council. This was aimed
atavoiding any conflict of interest,
said ACM Kanit Suwannet, chair-
man of the media reform commit-
tee, which is part of the National

of the draft legislation, the ad hoc
working committee is required to
set up a permanent media profes-
sional council within two years. It
will be responsible for registration
ofmedia companiesinthefirsttwo
years after the law becomes effec-
tive and wuntil the Media
Professional Council is set up.

If'the bill becomes law, journal-
ists and media businesses will be
required to have licences. Failure to
obtain a licence could result being
jailed for up to three years or a fine
of up to Bt60,000. Any media
business hiring a journalist with-
outlicence would risk these penal-
ties.

Besides the media bosses, the
11-member working committee
would also include state represen-
tatives such as the permanent sec-

COMMITTEE

The 11 members of the ad hoc
working committee charged
with setting up the Media
Professional Council will be:

® Prime Minister’s Office perma-
nent secretary (acting as chair-
man)

® Ministry of Culture permanent
secretary

@ National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
secretary general

® National Press Council presi-
dent

® News Broadcasting Council
president

® Professionals of Broadcasting
Council president

® Online News Providers
Association president

@ Thai Media Fund manager

@ Foundation for Consumers pres-
ident

® Thailand Development
Research Institute president

® Regional Press Council of
Thailand president

revoke media licences. This func-
tion would be reserved solely for
the professional council.

Regardless, it remains a matter
of concern that registration of a
media company, under authorisa-
tion of the working committee,
might also be a form of media reg-
ulation. Without proper registra-
tion, a media business would lose
its entitlement to operate.

Since taking shape earlier this
year, the draft bill has provoked
considerable controversy.

Professional media organisa-

Reform  Steering Assembly retary of the Ministry of Culture  tions across the country opposed
(NRSA). and the secretary-general of the  the draft ball, as well as its provi-
Kanit sug- National Broadcasting and  sions to include state representa-

gested that any-
one who aspired
to sit on the pro-
fessional council
should resign
from their cur-
rent post before

Telecommunications Commission.
It would be chaired by the perma-
nent secretary of the Prime
Minister’s Office.

A representative from the PM’s
Officewould sitas the working com-
mittee’s secretary. He or she would

tives in the professional council
and license the media.

They said the bill seemed
designed more to control the media
than protect it.

Despite strong opposition from
media professionals that led to the

the new law not be entitled to vote, however. bill’s revision, the media reform
comesinto effect, In principle, the ad hoc com-  committee remained firm in its
to avoid disqual- KANIT mittee would neitherbe authorised ~ imposition of the licensing system
ification. to deal with complaints regarding  and inclusion of state representa-

According to the latest revision

the work of the media norissue and
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Professional press organisations
have issued regular statements
opposing the committee’s move,
stressing that they would continue
their fight and discuss their con-
cernswith the National Legislative
Assembly once the draft bill goes
to the chamber.
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