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TOT secures
4G nod after
legal tussle

The regulator has at last endorsed a
plan toallow TOT Plc to launch fourth-
generation (4G) wireless broadband
service through a partnership with pri-
vate companies.

The telecom committee of the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
approved TOT’s business plan yester-
dayafter almostayear of unsettled legal
issues surrounding public-private part-
nerships and plans for TOT’s existing
2300-megahertz spectrum, said NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

The committee yesterday assigned
the NBTC management team to set up
a working panel to monitor TOT’s 4G
business model to ensure compliance
with the Frequency Allocation Act.

Section 46 of the law requires all
licence holders to operate on their own
frequencies, instead of allocating other
parties to do it on their behalf.

TOT is allowed to use its 60MHz of
bandwidth on the 2300MHz spectrum
to provide 4G service until 2025, Mr
Takorn said.

TOT is in the process of selecting a
partner to help the state enterprise pro-
vide 4G service on the 2300MHz spec-
trum. Last month, 13 companies picked
up bid documents from TOT.

TOT has pledged to provide 4G
under a partnership model like the one
used for 3G on the 850MHz spectrum.
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TOT SPECTRUM PLAN APPROVED

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s telecom com-
mittee yesterday acknowledged TOT’s manage-
ment plan for 60 megahertz it holds on the 2.3-
gigahertz spectrum, according to NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith.

TOT has searched for a strategic partner to
launch fourth-generation cellular services on this
band.

So far 13 companies have picked up the terms
of reference to bid to become TOT’s partner.
Among them are Advanced Wireless Network, a
subsidiary of Advanced Info Service; DTAC TriNet,
a subsidiary of Total Access Communication; and
TrueMove H Universal Communication and Real
Move, both part of the True Corp group.
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Activists in
2007 protest
found guilty

Court defers sentence
for parliament rally

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Supreme Court yesterday found 10
activists guilty of leading demonstrators
laying siege to parliament to obstruct
the coup-installed National Legislative
Assembly deliberations on bills in 2007.

However, the court handed them a
reprieve by deferring their sentencing
for two years.

The deferring of a sentence is a form
of reprieve, similar to a suspended prison
sentence, probation and parole.

The 10 included Jon Ungphakorn,
chairman of the Thai Volunteer Service
Foundation; Sawit Kaew-
wan, a State Railway of
Thailand union leader; Siri-
chai Mai-ngarm, a leading
member of the People’s Alli-
ance for Democracy (PAD);
and Supinya Klangnarong,
a member of the National
Broadcastand Telecom Com-
mission (NBTC).

The others were Saree
Ongsomwang, secretary-
general of the Foundation for  after ruling
Consumer Protection; Pichit
Chaimongkol, Anirut Khaosanit, Nussor
Yima, Amnaj Palamee and Pairoj Polphet.

The Supreme Court overturned an
Appeal Court ruling that had acquit-
ted them.

The decision to defer sentencing was
based on the fact the defendants had
never been jailed before, the court said.

Their ages, occupations, demeanour,
education were also considered, as was
the offence, which was not severe, accord-
ing to the court.

If they commit a similar offence during
the two-year deferral period, the court
would summon them and consider pun-
ishment against them, as they would have
breached the terms of the arrangement.

Prosecutors charged the 10 with illegal
assembly, causing unrest and assaulting
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Supinya: Quits NBTC

security guards at parliament.

The 10 also conspired to pressure
National Legislative Assembly members
into abandoning a sitting to deliberate
several bills on Dec 12, 2007, according
to prosecutors.

On that day, hundreds of people,
equipped with a six-wheeled truckloaded
with amplifiers, demonstrated outside
Parliament House and demanded leg-
islators stop considering bills that later
became the Privatisation Act and Internal
Security Act.

The Court of the First Instance sen-
tenced Mr Jon and five other defendants
to one year and four months and the rest
to eight months with a fine of 6,000 baht
each, with the jail terms suspended for
two years.

Speaking after yesterday’s ruling, Mr
Jon said the protest was only aimed at
opposing the enactment of
legislation which the group
believed was designed to
infringe on human rights via
an appointed assembly.

He said the situation then
was no different from the cur-
rentsituation.

Ms Supinya said the ruling
would affect her position at
the NBTC and she would wait
and see whether the NBTC’s
legal unit considered her
position untenable as a result
of the ruling.

She said since the court had not
passed a sentence on her, it was not
clear if she was still qualified to remain
as a commissioner.

However, Ms Supinya later wrote on
Twitter she had decided to resign from
the NBTC, saying: “The office will do not
have to pay me a salary. This means I no
longer work there”

“I'will go to collect my belongings and
clear all documents.”

According to NBTC rules, NBTC com-
missioners must not have a conviction
in a final judgement in any case, unless
it is for negligence, a petty offence or
defamation.

Ms Supinya’s resignation will reduce
the number of commissioners to eight.
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Jon, Supinya convicted for 2007 parliament protest

THE NATION

MAGSAYSAY AWARD winner
Jon Ungpakorn and Supinya
Klangnarong, a member of the
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), were among a group of
activists who were convicted yester-
day for storming the parliamentary
compound 10 years ago to protest
against laws affecting human rights.

The Supreme Court yesterday
found the group guilty of an assem-
bly of more than 10 people, sedition,
offences regarding national securi-
ty, and an offence violating the pub-
lic peace during their protest in
December 2007.

However, all of the activists
walked free yesterday as the court
handed them two years suspended
sentence.

The 2007 action came asJon and
many other activists protested
against the National Legislative
Assembly, backed by the former
junta, which had hastily passed
many laws including the Internal
Security Act to restrict people’s
rights.

The assembly functioned as the

Agroup of activists climb a fence at thé parliament compoundin December2007

during a protest against the passage of laws restricting civil rights.

legislative house after the 2006 coup
toppled Thaksin Shinawatra’s gov-
ernment.“What I did in 2007 was
meant to restore the legitimacy of
the lawmaking process,” Jon told
reporters after the court session yes-
terday. “Laws that restrict the basic
rights of the people should not be
passed in a rushed manner.
“It'sbetter to have representatives

of the people make the law;” he said.

Asked it he would protest against
the current National Legislative
Assembly under the present-day
junta, Jon said: “I am tied by the
court’s verdict.”

Supinya said on her Facebook
pagethattherulinghad legal impli-
cations regarding her position as a
commissioner of the NBTC.
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Supinya added that she had asked
the NBTC to suspend her duties
pending an interpretation of the
verdict.

“I respect the court’s verdict and
accept its consequences,” she said.
“Asthe courtfound me guilty, despite
no punishment, the ruling might
have some legal impact on my qual-
ifications as a commissioner.

“If the NBTC’s legal department
decides I am disqualified, I have to
end my position completely.
Otherwise I will resume work,” she
said.

The other eight convicted
activists in the case are Sawit
Kaewwan, leader of State Railway of
Thailand trade union; Sirichai
Maingam, Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand’s trade union
leader; Pichit Chaimongkol and
Nasur Yeemah, former members of
the New Politics Party; farmer
Anirut Kaosanit; Amnart Palame,
deputysecretary-general of the State
Enterprise Worker Relations
Confederation; Saree Ongsomwang,
a member of National Reform
Steering Council; and lawyer Pairoj
Polphet.
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MAGSAYSAY AWARD winner Jon Ungpakt’)rn'speaks toreporters after the Supreme Court verdict yesterday found himand nine other activists, includihg NBTC member

Supinya Klangnarong, inset, guilty of storming the parliamentarty compound 10 years ago. The court issued two years suspended sentence.
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