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The moral
high ground

he standard of responsibility and ethics set by Thai
PBS director Krisda Rueangareerat and National
Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commis-
sioner Supinya Klangnarong should be one that state
officials, politicians and public figures strive to attain.

Mr Krisda on Wednesday announced his resignation from
the public broadcaster following criticism about the organisa-
tion's investment in debentures issued by Charoen Pokphand
Foods Plc (CPF).

Even though the investment was in line with the law and
regulations governing the public broadcasting organisation,
funded by more than two billion baht a year of earmarked sin
tax, the director decided to tender his resignation after the
board of governors issued a statement saying it agreed with
public criticism that the purchase of millions of baht worth of
debentures was inappropriate.

The board also stated that even though the executive
committee’s financial management plan had been approved
in principle in November last year, it must by certified again
before any action could be taken.

In resigning, Mr Krisda, who earlier insisted that the
investment was above board, conformed to Thai PBS regula-
tions and had no bearing on the station’s integrity and inde-
pendence, said he wanted to show not just his responsibility
over the issue but also his ethics.

On the same day, NBTC Commissioner Supinya
announced she would leave her position after the Supreme
Court found her and nine others guilty of leading demonstra-
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tors to lay siege to the parliament to obstruct the coup-
installed National Legislative Assembly from deliberating bills
which later became the Privatisation and Internal Security
Act in 2007. According to NBTC rules, its commissioners must
not be convicted in a final judgement in any case, unless it is
for negligence, a petty offence or defamation.

In Ms Supinya’s case, the court gave her a reprieve by
deferring the sentencing for two years. One of the reasons
the court cited for the deferment was that the offence was
not severe, While Ms Supinya urged that the NBTC's legal
unit consider her case and determine whether she was dis-
qualified to set a precedent for the future, the commissioner
insisted it was fitting for her to end her role as soon as the
court’s ruling had been announced.

The swift action by both high-profile policymakers serves
as a model not just of professional responsibility but also
ethics and human decency. Both Mr Krisda and Ms Supinya
have displayed in their own self-sacrifice that it is not enough
for policymakers just to comply with the laws or regulations.
Thanks to their roles, they must also stay above any suspicion.

It must be noted that in the case of Mr Krisda, since the
decision to buy the debentures was found to be “inappropri-
ate” even though it did not violate any regulation, the public
broadcaster’s executives and board of governors should
review the rule. If it is indeed considered inappropriate for
an executive to buy financial products directly from private
companies, an investment fund might be a better choice.

It's unfortunate that the admirable examples set by Mr
Krisda and Ms Supinya seem to be rare cases. What people
have witnessed in the past few years when it comes to public
accountability has been much less inspiring.

National Reform Steering Assembly (NRSA) member,
Anusawn Chirapongse, for example was recently fined 10,000
baht for hitting a waiter on the head after being called pa, or
sugar daddy. While he admitted that his behaviour did cause
damage to the NRSA, he fell short of showing professional
responsibility other than paying reparation to the hurt waiter.

In another case, Metropolitan Police chief Sanit
Mahathavorn did not set a shining example when he said his
assets declaration form had been filled out by others, thus
containing a “mistake” that he had been paid 50,000 baht a
month by alcoholic beverage giant Thai Beverage Plc as its
adviser, an engagement that could be a conflict of interest.

In their resignations, Mr Krisda and Ms Supinya displayed
what professional and ethical standards for public officials
should be. They are there for others to strive for.
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