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» ROUND-U

NBTC to add local offices

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Th National Broadcasting and

e Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) plans to almost double the
number of its provincial offices by 2018
in order to handle larger-scale, sophisti-
cated regulatory issues surrounding the
telecom and broadcasting industries.

The move is intended to increase
the NBTC's efficiency in monitoring the
quality of telecom and broadcast services
in the provinces, protect consumer rights
and resolve complaints faster.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith wants to increase the number
of provincial offices from 14 at present to
25 by 2018 as part of the commission’s
efforts to restructure its organisational
and management structure.

“The existing number of provincial
offices is not sufficient to deal with the
mounting problems,” Mr Takorn said.

The additional 11 offices will require
just 60-70 new staff members altogether,
he said. New offices are planned for Non-
thaburi, Ubon Ratchathani, Lampang,
Songkhla, Chanthaburi, Khon Kaen,
Nakhon Ratchasima, Udon Thani and
Chiang Mai.

The NBTC has 1,200 staff members
nationwide.

Mr Takorn said the amended NBTC
draft bill passed its first reading in the
National Legislative Assembly in 2016. A
second and final reading is expected by
March 27.

Once the draft bill passes its final
reading by the NLA, it must be endorsed
and published in the Royal Gazette before
taking effect in May.

Mr Takorn said the new organisational
and management structure of the NBTC
is expected to be completed in June.

Under conditions of the amended
NBTC draft bill, the number of NBTC
commissioners will be cut from 11 to
seven and selected from seven sectors:
telecommunications, radio broadcast-
ing, TV broadcasting, legal, economics,

News ID: C-170318001065 (18 Mar 17/06:44)
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Mr Takorn says the existing number of
provincial offices is insufficient.

engineering and consumer protection.

The seven commissioners will be
responsible for governing both telecom
and broadcasting businesses, overseeing
spectrum auctions and managing satel-
lite spectrum.

The current NBTC law entails 11 com-
missioners divided into two committees
— telecom and broadcasting — each with
five commissioners and the NBTC chair-
man sitting on both committees.

To comply with the upcoming
amended NBTC law, the NBTC’s man-
agement divisions and directors will be
reduced from 42 to 30 in order to remove
overlap.

But Mr Takorn said the new struc-
ture will not affect existing directors of
management divisions, as some will be
transferred to other divisions with the
same benefits and status.

Four deputy secretary-general posi-
tions will remain, overseeing telecom,
broadcasting, provincial affairs and
strategy.

The NBTC management will also
appoint three additional assistant posi-
tions to help the NBTC secretary-general.

Mr Takorn said the new structure
could reduce operating costs by 20% over
the next five years.
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