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BROADCASTING

Unanimous vote
passes media bill

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH
KOMSAN TORTERMVASAN

The amended National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission (NBTC)
bill was passed into law yesterday, incor-
porating key changes to the commissioner
line-up and selection process.

The National Legislative Assembly
yesterday passed the bill with 197 unani-
mous votes.

The bill is expected to be published
in the Royal Gazette and will take effect
in May.

Underthe amended NBTC law, there will
be seven NBTC commissioners, reduced
from the previously proposed 11, and they
will be aged between 45 and 70. The maxi-
mum age before the amendment was 65.

The commissioners will be divided
between two committees — one will regu-
late telecom affairs and the other will over-
see broadcasting. The NBTC chairman will
sit on both committees.

The law stipulates the commissioners
cannot be selected from those who used
to be political post holders; holders of
positions in political parties; persons who
served a prison term; occupants of posi-
tions in independent agencies; persons
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impeached by the Senate; or executives,
advisers or shareholders of broadcasting
or telecommunication businesses for less
than a year prior to the commissioner selec-
tion process.

The commissioners will be selected
from seven sectors: telecommunications,
radio broadcasting, television broadcast-
ing, legal, economics, engineering and
consumer protection.

The amendment will also affect
the committee in charge of selecting
the commissioners.

Previously, the committee was supposed
to be made up of presidents of the Consti-
tutional Court, the Supreme Administrative
Court, the National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission and the ombudsmen.

Now, the line-up will change to persons
chosen by the independent agencies to sit
on the selection panel.

The amended law also bars commis-
sioners from holding shares or assuming
positions in the broadcasting or telecom
business within two years of relinquishing
their posts in the NBTC.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said the new organisational
structure of the NBTC will sent to the NBTC
board for approval next week.
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Amended law for slimmed-down NBTC passed

THE NATION

THE NATTIONAL Legislative
Assembly yesterday passed an
amendment to the law governing
the make-up of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) in an overwhelming vote
at the legislation’s third reading.

The amended law requires the
appointment of seven commis-
sioners, down from 11 under the
earlier form of the law.

Each of the seven commission-
ers will come from a background
in radio broadcasting, TV broad-
casting, telecommunications,

engineering, law, economics, and
consumer protection or human
rights promotion.

The commissioners must be
Thais, aged between 40 and 70.

The amendment was carried
with 197 of the 199 votes cast; two
NLA members abstained.

The Secretariat of the Senate
will be responsible for the
appointment of the NBTC selec-
tion committee.

This committee will comprise
one judge each from the
Constitution Court, the Supreme
Court and the Supreme
Administrative Court judge, and
one member each from the
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National Anti-Corruption
Commission, the Auditor
General’s Office, and the
Ombudsman’s office, as well as the
Bank of Thailand governor.

Compensation

The regulatory body is empow-
ered to reclaim idled spectra from
their state holders for reallocation.
However, the NBTC must com-
pensate them for any reclaimed
spectra.

The NBTC will award commer-
cial broadcasting and telecom
spectrum licences via auction.
Telecom spectra will also be

awarded via auction, but other
means can be applied in cases
where there is sufficient spectra
available or the spectra is used for
non-commercial purposes.

A key role for the NBTC is to
support the government in coor-
dinating with local and interna-
tional bodies on spectrum man-
agement.

It also support the government
in procuring satellite and satellite
orbital slots, in line with the coun-
try's policies to promote techno-
logical development.

The terms of the existing NBTC
commissioners will end in
October this year.
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DE Ministry, NBTC
ally in digital push

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Th Digital Economy and Society (DE) Ministry and the
e telecom regulator are working closely to enhance the
development of the country’s digital infrastructure.

The collaboration, which complies with the Digital Econ-
omy and Society Development Act, will involve digitally-driven
economy policies, said DE Minister Pichet Durongkaveroj.

The DE Ministry and the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) entered into a verbal
agreement on closer collaboration in February.

One of their first priorities is to jointly monitor the develop-
ment of the 15-billion-baht national broadband network pro-
ject to ensure the installation work lines up with the planned
schedule, with no overlap.

The collaboration is also expected to enhance creation of
so-called value-added digital services on the national broad-
band network, he said.

“The national broadband network is backbone infrastruc-
ture for the development of a digitally-driven economy,” Mr
Pichet said.

Mr Pichet said the collaboration would come in three areas:
monitoring and tackling the progress of installation work;
adding value to the broadband network through a digital app
platform; and fostering wireless high-speed broadband ser-
vices for the DE Ministry’s 2,800 digital community centres and
the NBTC's 300 internet centres in border areas.

The government plans to install wireless broadband net-
works covering 40,432 villages across the country as the state
tries to narrow the digital divide for people living in remote
areas.

TOT Plc has been assigned to handle the installation of the
national broadband network in 24,700 villages with an invest-
ment cost of 15 billion baht. The state telecom enterprise aims
to complete the installation work in 2017,

The NBTC, meanwhile, will handle the installation of the
remaining 15,732 villages. The regulator will use the universal
service obligation fund for the broadband network investment,
with installation to be completed by 2018.

The national broadband network project is part of govern-
ment efforts to provide affordable high-speed internet access
to low-income rural households. In each village, the state will
also provide a free WiFi hotspot in a community area.

The DE Ministry will not provide internet directly to the
public, butrather will act as a wholesaler to service providers
both public and private.

To add value to the broadband network, Mr Pichet said the
DE Ministry has assigned the two state agencies under the
umbrella of the DE Ministry to develop an all-in-one e-com-
merce platform and a fully-integrated electronic health record
(EHR) system that will help people benefit from the network.

The Electronic Transaction Development Agency is respon-
sible for developing the all-in-one platform, aimed at encour-
aging e-commerce activities among Thais.

The Electronic Government Agency is responsible for
working with the Ministry of Public Health to jointly develop
the fully integrated EHR system to connect all 800 existing state
hospital branches, plus 7,000 village health volunteer centres,
with citizens’ smart ID cards.
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New management for temple

NINE-POINT PLAN PROPOSED TO SOLVE DHAMMAKAYA CONFLICT, AS
FORMER ABBOT STILL AT LARGE; PM URGED TO CANCEL SPECIAL ORDER

THE NATION

WHILE THE whereabouts of fugi-
tive  former  abbot  Phra
Dhammachayo is still unknown,
authorities have taken control of the
controversial Dhammakaya Temple
and have begun scrutinising its
operations and monks’ activities,
officials said yesterday.

The Sangha Supreme Council
(SSC) on Thursday set up two pan-
els — comprising representatives
from provincial officials, police and
the National Office of Buddhism
(NOB) - to manage the temple,
according to Booncherd
Kittitharangkoon, director of the
Office of the Secretary-General of
the SSC.

The panels, headed by
Ecclesiastical Region 1 chief Phra
Thepsuthee and Pathum Thani
monk chief Phra Theprattana-
suthee, will oversee and provide
guidance and instruction to
Dhammakaya’s acting abbot to
maintain the daily operations of the
temple and maintain law and order.

Buddhism Office director-gen-
eral Pongporn Parmsneh said the
SSC had also acknowledged the
Department of Special Investigation
(DSI) had proposed a nine-point
plan to solve the Dhammakaya
problem to the Justice Ministry
recently, which would eventually be

forwarded to Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

The plan, which has notyetbeen
approved by the government,
included a request for the junta
leader to lift a special order under
Article44, which authorised the DST
and security officials to search for
Dhammachayo last month.

As the order under Article 44 is
stillin effect, the templeand the sur-
rounding Klong Luang district are
still a specially controlled area,
according to DSI chief Pasit
Wongmuang.

He said DSI officers were mak-
ing reports on the impounded tem-
plebuildings and items, adding that
ahyperbaric chamberwould be sent
back to the lender, Yanhee Hospital.

Pongporn said the DSI’s nine-
point proposal calls for ajoint oper-
ation centre for peace and order to
be set up at the temple to ensure
activities are done in accordance
with Dhammavinaya (disciplines)
and the law, and also gather infor-
mation about Dhammachayo.

As part of the proposal, the
Interior Ministry would be assigned
to probe the Dhammakaya Temple
Foundation to determine if any ille-
galities had been committed, and
the Finance Ministry would inspect
its financial situation including tax
payments, he said.

The Buddhism Office would
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establish acommittee to checkifthe
temple’s teachings and propagation

methods went against the
Dhammavinaya, he added.
The Ministry of Digital

Economy and Society would be
assigned to monitor any online
messages of incitement, Pongporn
said. As well, the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
would block or cancel the satellite
TV broadcasting operations of the
Dhammakaya Media Channel until
concrete solutions were imple-
mented.

Next week, probes into three
monks under the Dhammakaya
network, who allegedly used dona-
tion money to buy properties,
would also be launched, Pol Lt-
Colonel Pakorn Suchiwakul, direc-
tor of the DST financial and bank-
ing division said yesterday.

The agency summoned the
monks, whose names appeared on
donation cheques from the former
chairman of the Klongchan Credit
Union Cooperative Supachai
Srisuppa-aksorn, who is currently
in jail for embezzlement, to testity
to DSI investigators on April 3-5.

The monks, each of whom
reportedly received Bt60-70 mil-
lion in donation money, were Phra
Khru Palad Wijarn Theerangkuro
who built a youth centre in Lop

Page: 1/2
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To cancel the part that declared
the temple and surrounding
area as special controlled area,
while the rest of junta order
would remain in effect

PROPOSALS TO SOLVE THE DHAMMAKAYA ISSUE

To assign the National Office of
Buddhism to set up a
committee to check on
Dhammakaya's teachings and
propagation methods

To set up a joint operation
centre for peace and order at
the temple

To have Pathum Thani police
join with the Army in providing
peace and order at Tambon
Klong 2 and Tambon Klong 3

To assign the Interior Ministry
to investigate the Dhammakaya
Temple Foundation's operations
to determine if any illegalities
were comrnitted.

To assign the Finance Ministry

to inspect the temple's financial
matters, including tax payments

Source: The Nation

Buri; Phra Wirat Thitarattano who
built a meditation centre in Phichit;
and Phra Prayoon who bought two
plots of land covering 27 rai in
Chumphon.

Prosecutors have also indicted
five Dhammakaya monks for resist-
ing the junta order. According to
temple lawyer Panya
Thawornakaranin, they are Phra
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To assign the Ministry of Digital
Economy and Society to
monitor messages of incitement
online

To assign the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission to block or cancel
the satellite TV broadcasting
operations of Dhammakaya
Media Channel

To assign the Army chief to
have soldiers provide security
around the temple

NATION GRAPHICS

Maha Nopporn Punyachayo; Phra
Khru Thawalsak Yatisako; Phra
Pasura Dantamano, Phra Khru
Suwit Suwichako and Phra Khru
Sangkharak Sotathiko. Panya yes-
terday brought Phra Maha Nopporn
and seven other monks to
Thanyaburi Court to sign the
acknowledgement document relat-
ing to the charges.
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