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Channel 7 says it will start
cutting its analogue TV signal
in June before completing the
switch-off plan in 2020

|

.
-

PHOTO: JIRAPORN KUHAKAN

Channel 7 told the NBTC it will start swltch?ng off its analogue TV signal on June 15.

the operator of Channel 7, that the station
- would start switching off its analogue TV

signal from June 15.
Channel 7 will gradually return its
frequency to the regulator for future real-

/ h | will start its analogue  location when the nationwide switch-off
Cha n nel 7 s ( a n n e 7 TV switch-off on June  is concluded in 2020.

15 in some areas, phasing in the shut- Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
down of analogue service nationwide to NBTC's broadcasting committee, said
a ste r c ut-o conclude in 2020. Channel 7 initially planned to complete
Yesterday, the National Broadcasting its analogue TV switch-off by 2023, but
and Telecommunications Commis- accelerated the phase-out because of
NANAT SUCHIVA sion (NBTC) was informed by Bangkok personal reasons.
Broadcasting and Television Co (BBTV), “I think Channel 7 might want to save
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costs, as running a simulcast broadcast
in both analogue and digital systems

is unnecessary given that 95% of Thai
households have already converted to
watch digital TV only,” Col Natee said.

He said Channel 7’s earlier deadline
for the switch-off of analogue TV is good
for the public interest, as the NBTC will
use the returned 400- and 700-megahertz

frequencies for public telecommunication
purposes.

In related news, Col Natee revealed
that the NBTC asked BEC World's Chan-
nel 3 and MCOT Plc’s Channel 9 whether
both channels could start switching
off their analogue signal transmissions
earlier than planned, mirroring Channel
7’s move.

Earlier switch-offs would benefit the
broadcasting system because they would
accelerate the transition to digital TV, he
said.

Analogue Channel 11, owned by the
National Broadcasting Services of Thai-
land, agreed to end its analogue transmis-
sions by 2018, while Thai PBS, the army’s
Channel 5 and MCOT’s Channel 9 will
end their analogue transmissions by 2019
to support the country’s transition to the
digital TV era.

Thai PBS became the first channel
to start switching off its analogue signal
transmissions, beginning with Koh Samui
and Chiang Mai’s Chai Prakan district, in
late 2015.

Thai Public Broadcasting Service, the
parent of the Thai PBS public channel,
will gradually return its frequency to the
regulator for future reallocation.
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Analog TV well
on the way out,
NBTC says

ASINA PORNWASIN
THE NATION

THE OPERATOR of Channel 7,
Bangkok Broadcasting and Television
(BBTV), has reached agreement with
its concession owner the Royal Thai
Army that the company will com-
pletely stop airing Channel 7’s pro-
grammes on the analog system before
its concession with the Army ends in

May 2023.
Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting committee, said yester-
day that Channel 7 would begin phas-
ing out analog broadcasting in some
areas of Thailand next month before
going completely digital before the
concession ends.

Meanwhile Channel 3 and its con-
cession owner MCOT are still in talks
onwhetherthe broadcaster will aban-
don the analog system before the con-
cession ends in March 2020. Both
channels currently air programmeson
both digital and analog channels.
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NBT’s Channel 11 will stop analog
broadcasting by December 31thisyear,
Thai PBS and Channel 5 by June 16,
2018, and MCOT’s Channel 9 by July
16 next year.

Currently digital TV covers 95 per
cent of the population, which is more
than the existing analog coverage,
Natee noted.

Channel 7's analog system is cur-
rently on the 700-megahertz fre-
quency. Natee said that band could be
used for telecom services. However, it
needs to undertake frequency reallo-
cation first.

In a separate matter, Natee said
after holding discussions with com-
munication-arts academics on
Thursday on the NBTC’s plan to reg-
ulate over-the-top (OTT) service - the
transmission ofaudio, videoand other
content via the Internet — the scholars
suggested fair and balanced rules.

In the case of user-generated con-
tent, these consultants suggested that
the NBTC regulate this through the
OTT service providers.

“The scholars’ opinions and sug-
gestions were consistent with the
NBTC’s concept. Next, we will discuss
the broadeasting and OTT business-
es. After that, the NBTC’s subcom-
mittee on OTT will have a draft con-
ceptual regulatory framework readyto
submit to the commission, which could
come into force in July or August,”
Natee said.
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» ROUND-U

Academics back
OTT framework

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A ro u of academics in mass communications has thrown
g p its support behind the broadcasting regulator’s
move to impose a regulatory framework governing over-the-top
(OTT) video.

The backing came after the first public hearing on Thursday
held by the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission, said NBTC vice-chairman Natee Sukolrat.

Thirty academics took part in a group hearing with the NBTC's
broadcast subcommittee as part of the working process for deter-
mining regulatory policies governing OTT.

The hearing followed the NBTC board’s resolution on April 24
requiring that video-on-demand from OTT service providers be
categorised as broadcast business.

The subcommittee expects to con-
clude a clear regulatory framework for
OTT by August after hearing from all
related parties, including media, aca-
demics, TV operators, telecom operators
and OTT platform providers.

Col Natee said the academics
raised seven key concerns with the
subcommittee.

They consist of setting a fair compe-
Natee: Key concerns tition environment between OTT and
raised at hearing traditional broadcast companies; imple-

¥
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menting measures to prevent improper
advertising content on OTT platforms; controlling those OTT
services that affect social perception; implementing a content
filtering system; maintaining the same standards between OTT
and broadcasters; imposing controls on illicit content; and edu-
cating people to learn about the risk of spreading “bad informa-
tion” through social media.

Col Natee said the subcommittee will hold a group hearing
with all TV operators on Tuesday to discuss the OTT regulatory
policy. The subcommittee will also hold talks with OTT service
providers this month.

He said no solution has yet been reached on OTT, including
the definition of OTT service types, or what regulatory policies
could govern content providers and OTT platform owners.

The NBTC has initially divided OTT business in Thailand into
four types: independent OTT operators; pay TV operators that
broadcast via OTT platforms; telecom operators that provide
OTT; and some digital TV channels that broadcast their pro-
grammes via OTT platforms.

Independent OTT operators include domestic operators such
as Hollywood HDTV, Doonee and PrimeTime, and foreign OTT
operators such as YouTube, Facebook, Line TV and Netflix.

Pay TV operators that broadcast via the OTT platform include
PSI and TrueVisions. One telecom operator providing broad-
cast via the OTT platform is AIS Play. Digital TV channels that
broadcast their programmes via OTT platforms include Channel
3, Mono, Channel 7, Workpoint and Channel 8.
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COMMENTARY
Kong Rithdee

Play censor
ball well, Mr
Zuckerberg

ear Mr Zuckerberg,

You want aspirin? Some herbal

tea from Chiang Rai? I'm

concerned, because it has been

a busy week at Facebook — 1
mean your office at Menlo Park, but also
on Facebook, the dorm-room directory
you created that has since burgeoned
into the most powerful news source on
Earth, the begetter of so many joys and
heartbreaks, the chalkboard of knowl-
edge, gossip, revelations, love letters,
confessions, malice, hatred, and in some
backwater countries, a cache of incrimi-
nating evidence that sends thought-
criminals to jail.

We have seen that — not the first and
definitely not the last time — this week
in Thailand. The scalping of the infi-
dels, the crucifixion of the heretics, the
Siamese Inquisition: all of this is amped
up when six men have been detained
and charged for sharing “illegal” content
from Facebook — your Facebook, dear
Mark, but also mine, theirs, everyone’s.
The six individuals have been charged
with lese majeste, and two topped up
with offences under the Computer Crime
Act. It’s scary. It's disheartening. One of
them could face up to 150 years in prison,
long enough for him to wander forlornly
in the labyrinth of his private thoughts,

because it’s unlikely that he'll ever touch
Facebook again.

Aspirin? Mekhong whiskey?

No, I'm sure you can handle this even
though, on Wednesday, Thai internet
service providers also emailed you — to
you, Mark Zuckerberg, and not just to
anyone in your organisation — an official
request asking Facebook to block around
600 pages that violate our lese majeste
law. The Thai ISPs did that after they
had already killed 6,000 pages and been
prompted by the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to check the remaining “sensi-
tive” pages banned by the order of the
court. In effect, they've thrown the ball
in your court, asking you to call the shots
on the rule of censorship — the diffi-
cult, pained issue that goes against the
philosophy of openness you vowed when
you created Facebook and launched the
“global community”

Will you remove them? I doubt it.

And by the way, have you received many
such emails from other governments,
asking you to censor the content of their
citizens?

Maybe. But I believe the tiny minds
of dictators are a drop in the ocean of
the 1.94 billion Facebook members, the
largest sort-of-nation on Earth. Besides,
in the light of what we know, you have
a bigger worry and a real source of
your headachy week: those horrid live
broadcasts of “people hurting themselves
and others on Facebook’, as you put it,
somewhat mildly, in your post. One such
incident originated in Thailand (why do
we keep pestering you!). Dear Mark, the
tool you've created is so powerful that
even you sometimes can't control it, the
ghost in the machine that haunts your
system will also haunt us if we click the
wrong button. You can’t get to 1.94 billion
friends and $3.06 billion in profit (just in
the first three months of 2017) without
the nagging unease of having opened up
Pandora’s Box. Nowyou promise to make
it right. You'll hire 3,000 more reviewers
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and make it easier to report and remove
those live brutalities. And since it’s
harder to leave Facebook than to forfeit
your nationality, I hope you'll keep your
promise.

I hope, too, that you'll keep your
promise on the mission to create an open
society where sane, healthy discus-
sion of hard issues is permitted, where
people respect the law and yet realise the
inexorable power of written thought —
like, say, when Gutenberg came up with
printing.

I gather that you didn’t expect Face-
book, when you wrote the first line of
codes in your Harvard dorm, to become a
hydra-headed creature that occupies the
consciousness of nearly two billion mem-
bers who wake up every morning and
visityour page even before they read the
paper or turn on the TV. But now that the
News Feed has become what it becomes,
the way Facebook sees the world (or the
filtered content that becomes our world)
is more important to all of us than ever.

Is this a world of openness and
freedom, or a world where thoughtcrime
really exists? Will you take down the
600 pages registered outside Thailand
as requested? Or will you block specific
posts and only in specific territories,
as you have done before in respect for
the Thai courts? Your idea of a global
community sounds a tad naive given the
differences in law, tradition, culture and
beliefs among countries — but I'm with
you all the way when you push for some-
thing universal and inalienable, such as
the right to think and speak. The ball is in
your court. Play it well.

Sincerely.

Kong Rithdee is Life Editor, Bangkok Post.
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