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Rules called for foreign OTT

NANAT SUCHIVA

A group oflocal over-the-top (OTT) opera-
tors have urged the national broadcasting
regulator to establish the same standards
for foreign players to create a level playing
field in the industry.

Company registration and filing for
starting a company should be imposed on
foreign OTT giants like Facebook, YouTube,
Line and Netflix in the drive to combatram-
pant piracy on OTT.

The call was made after a meeting of
Thai OTT video operators, who pay fees
based on Subscription Video on Demand
or SVoD and Advertising-Based Video on
Demand or AVoD such as BBTV’s Buga-
boo, 3Live, Monomaxxx, LINE TV and
GMM Grammy.

The NBTC will call on the top 100 popu-
lar content providers on YouTube and Face-
book to participate in a forum to discuss
regulatory policies for OTT services. The
forum is scheduled to take place from June
6-7.

The popular content providers on Face-
book are defined as the top 100 accounts
with the most followers.
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Col Natee Sukolrat, vice-chairman of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC), said all play-
ers should be made to abide by the same
standards in order to make it easier to con-
trol sensitive issues aired via OTT services.

Agroup of Thai OTT video operators also
suggested that the NBTC ask foreign OTT
operators to register as well as provide basic
information to the regulator in order allow
it to rein in the piracy problem.

But there is no panacea for OTT-related
issues since there is no clear defini-
tion classifying what OTT is, while Thai-
land still lacks proper policies governing
OTT operators.

Col Natee said that the NBTC would
discuss this issue with OTT operators and
seeks ways to create a fair platform for Thai
and foreign entities.

On April 24, the NBTC ruled that
video-on-demand from OTT service pro-
viders should be categorised as a broad-
cast business.

He said the ruling should be taken into
account and the subcommittee is set to
conclude the issue and establish a clear
policygoverning OTT operators by August.
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TOP FIGURES TO HEAR
PLAN FOR OTT RULES

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
willinvite top influencers and top
content providers to hear its plan
forregulating over-the-top (OTT)
serviceson June6and 7

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the NBTC broadcasting committee,
said the panel would invite influ-
encers and content providers with
more thana million followers to
hear and brainstorm about the pro-
posed OTT policy, which would reg-
ulate content transmitted over the
Internet as a standalone product.

There are around 40 OTT influ-
encers, content providers and other
businesses inthe country. Those to
be invited by the NBTC will include
Suthichai Yoon, Khaosod Online,
Vuthitorn "Woody" Milintachinda,
and Sorayith Sutassanajinda.

Natee said the NBTC expected
to complete the public-hearing
process next month and that the
official announcement of the
OTT regulatory policy would take
placein July.
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Fingerprinting for
SIMs mandatory

NBTC makes volte-face
on voluntary regime

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

All mobile users must participate in the
online fingerprint ID system for new pre-
paid and postpaid mobile SIM card regis-
tration, or they will not be allowed to use
mobile service.

The automated fingerprint registra-
tion system, implemented by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC), is set to start
from Jan 1, 2018, said secretary-general
Takormn Tantasith.

Earlier, the NBTC had conducted fin-
gerprint registration on a voluntary basis.

The regulator unveiled the first finger-
print ID machine to the media yesterday,

e

with a plan to launch the first batch of 30
machines on May 31.

Mr Takorn said 25 of those machines
will be installed in three provinces in the
deep South: Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat.

The fingerprint ID system is aimed at
creating greater security and benefits for
mobile users, especially mobile bank-
ing service.

He said the number of fingerprint reg-
istration machines will be delivered to
mobile operators nationwide, with 30,000
machines targeted by year-end.

“From Jan 1, all mobile users must par-
ticipate in the system if they wantaccess to
mobile network service,” he said.

Through a fingerprint enrolment pro-
cess, mobile operators will scan each per-
son’s fingerprints, which will stored on the
national ID card database and the NBTC's
secure database.

The fingerprint machine will cost
mobile operators 8,000 baht per unit for

installation. The machine will be capable
of connecting civil registration data through
the server of the Department of Provin-
cial Administration.

Mr Takorn said the fingerprint system
would not create a financial burden on
mobile operators because the investment
can be deducted as a business expense
from the universal service obligation fee
that operators pay annually to the NBTC.

Online fingerprint ID registration will
take less than two minutes, he said.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC is focusing
on the three southemn provinces in order
to protect against bombings triggered via
mobile phone signals.

Mr Takorn said all mobile users who
have registered via the existing registration
system in the three southern provinces have
toregister again with the online fingerprint
ID system by October.

Those who failed to comply with therule
face a mobile signal cut-off.

Mr Takorn at a demonstration for fingerprint enrolment, a process enabling mobile operators to scan each person’s fingerprints, which will
be stored on the national ID card database and the NBTC’s secure database.
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” subject to the same requirement.
to b e re U I red In practice, new users are required
q to present their ID cards to operators
. for verification at the point of service.
In dee South The D cards are inserted into a card
p reader to check the actual identity of
buyer against the central population
for S I M (ard database, which stores electronic
photographs and fingerprints of all
adults. If the biometric data is not
identical, it will not be possible to
:}!g‘g;ﬁ':f&? NNOON registera SIM card.
Takorn said aninitial 25 card
: ders and verification software
IN AMOVE to step up national rea . ;
security, mobile phone users in the ‘éﬁgggg Igétq“g?oitag%rrlwo%sf the
deep Southwill berequired toregister =% mobirle rﬁgne ; ela tg &
their SIM cards using biometric data 1 P REIaLh
starting on June 1. af_fected areas. Anotherfwe units .
For the first time in Thailand, both Wil D usedonan experimental basis
fingerprint and facial recognition inBangkok.
sof%wgre will be used to er%sure that _If re-registration is not completed
people buying SIM cards are correctly W!ﬁh'n thi IZO-dayfpenqd, SIM cards
identified. will be ta Ken ouf[ of service
The National Broadcasting and tempqr?r|ly d“”t'l they are properly
Telecom Commission (NBTC)’s [e-registerea. .
secretary-general Takérn Tan)tasith E-registration is also required for
said anyone buying a SIM card for their pgoﬂg#ts;rég t_Igg gc;rcrépe)tsl;’ay er
phone in Narathiwat, Yalaand Pattani P& t“" ot
provinces and in the two districts of E?ﬁ:mg;e” GHLTEEE e
Na Thawi and Jana in Songkhla will be " : ;
verified against the government’s '1';' latgrphglfebs, b:omeéncd
central population database. verification will be expanded to cover
According to the NBTC, existing all pre-paid SIM cards nationwide with
users of mobile phone numbers in a total 0f 20,000 to 30,000 customer
these provinces will also be required to  S€rvice locations ready in January of
; : ; the next year. Takorn said the new
re-register their SIM cards with B s
operators within 120 days or their LIS gover
numbers will be taken aut of surveillance programme buta
i national security measure.
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MCOT ready for trial of pay-TV service

MCOT yesterday said it wasready to conduct a trial of a pay-TV service using its
2.6GHz spectrum.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) board
agreed on Wednesday to grant the so-called network code to MCOT. The code
enables the company to test provision of the pay-TV service on the broadband wire-
less technology.

MCOT president Kematat Paladesh said that the granting of the network code
paved the way for the company to prepare provision of the pay-TV service on the
2.6GHz band. It will enter into the talks with its pay-TV service marketing partner
Playwork on possible collaboration for the launch of the service, said Kematat,
adding that the business plan would become clearer in the next few months.

He said that after the start of the service trial, the company would wait for a
period before entering into the talks with the NBTC over whether it would have to
hand over part of the 2.6GHz to the watchdog for reallocation at auction.
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Headline: Thairath TV's move signals trend of early retirement

BROADCASTING

AVERAGE TV RATING
6am-midnight, April 2017

channel more smoothly, without financial
difficulties.

(4]

Boomerang

-

Boomerang

S
Wusa]w usz]v Tnusz]wv
Source: Nielsen Thailand POSTgraphics

Thairath TV’s move signals
trend of early retirement

NANAT SUCHIVA

More digital TV operators are likely to
offer early retirement packages as they
seek to cut costs and stay alive amid
fierce competition.

According to media experts, the trend
is getting clearer after Triple V Broadcast,
the operator of Thairath TV, announced
on Wednesday that it would offer early
retirement packages to employees with
service time of less than one year and up
to three years.

The move marks the second round of
staffredundancy in the broadcasting indus-
try. Last year, Nation Multimedia Group,
which runs the digital channels Nation TV
and Now 26, and Thai PBS offered early
retirement packages to staff.

Mana Treelayapewat, dean of the School
of Communication Arts at the University
of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said
it was no surprise to see Thairath TV offer
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early retirement in an effort to cut operat-
ing costs.

This year, the local economy is expected
to improve and big players like Channel 7,
Channel 3, Workpoint TV, Mono 29 and
Channel 8 are tipped to perform better.

According to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission,
53% of the TV audience watched via the
digital system in December 2016, up
from 39% in January of that year, and the
momentum is set to continue this year.

“Even though the overall digital TV
industry looks better, it doesn’t mean that
digital TV operators won'tadjust,” MrMana
said. “They will do more to save costs in
the future.”

Thairath TV, owned by the broadcasting
arm of Thai Rath newspaper, is no excep-
tion to the trend. Executives said the offer
of early retirement should help the com-
pany reduce staff expense and operate the
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Mr Mana said Thairath TV opted for
voluntary redundancy because it wanted
to slash operating costs after pouring afew
billion baht into content production and
equipment over the past three years.

“It'sa big burden for digital TV channels
to shoulder a high staff expense, as many of
them hunted too much talent to work for
them three years ago,” he said. “Now it’s
time to cut some to become leaner”

Apart from business difficulties, chang-
ing audience behaviour means TV watch-
ing takes different forms, with traditional
TV — the so-called first screen — losing
popularity to mobile devices.

The younger generation prefers to
watch TV on smartphones or tablets.
Social media also vies for youthful atten-
tion spans.

Mr Mana expects competition in the dig-
ital TV business to intensify in the second
half of the year. Channels with interesting
content and clear positioning will be in the
best position to survive.

According to Nielsen Thailand, the
top five digital TV channels in April were
BBTV’s Channel 7, BEC World's Channel
3, Workpoint TV, Mono 29 and Channel 8
by RS Plc.

Despite backup from Thai Rath newspa-
per, Thairath TV came 10th in the rankings
of TV ratings nationwide.

For its part, the advertising sector
anticipates a clear recovery this year, with
al0%rise in total ad spendingto 144 billion
baht, said Triluj Navamara, chairman of
the Media Agency Association of Thailand.

Reasons include the improving econ-
omy and stepped-up investment in infra-
structure projects.

Nielsen Thailand said ad spending on
digital TV surged by 6.3% to 7.35 billion
baht in the first four months of 2017.
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