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LOSERS

Freedom of speech

The officially designated internet censor
claimed it had wrapped up an iron-

clad pact where the top eight content
providers will immediately starting
blocking and deleting everything the
NBTC says it should. As usual, the chatty
NBTC chief Takorn Tantasith didn’t bring
along anyone from Facebook, Google,
LinkedIn, Apple, Twitter and Yahoo!,

Line and Rakuten to confirm. But who
wouldn’t believe him? Strangely, this
Asian Internet Coalition has been quite
outspoken about Thai censorship in the
past. In its opinion a few months ago, the
new Computer Crime Act “is detrimen-
tal to Thailand’s ambition to become a
regional digital economy hub”. Probably
Mr Takorn convinced them to switch to
the censorship side.
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WINNERS

Fingerprint guru

The immensely and perpetually inter-
esting Takorn “Takky” Tantasith gath-
ered the media for the launch of a trial
balloon bigger than the general prime
minister’s personal combat dirigible.
The secretary-gen-
eral of the official
censor, the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC),
was incensed his
voluntary programme

to collect fingerprints is falling faster
than ... well, the combat dirigible. So, he
claimed this. Effective Jan 1, you will have
to give your fingerprints to your mobile
phone company, which will have to give
your fingerprints to Mr Takorn for his
completely safe, unhackable, uncracka-
ble NBTC database. Phone firms will have
to purchase 30,000 fingerprint-collection
hardware-software sets at a price Mr
Takorn will set. Does he have the author-
ity to do any of this? Watch this space.
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