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Russian ministry,
NBTC signjoint
statement on
collaboration

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION
MOSCOW

THAILAND'S National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
and Russia’s Ministry of Telecom
and Mass Communications yester-
day signed a joint statement on
mutual development of their tele-
com systems and cybersecurity col-
laboration.

The statement was signed in
Moscow by NBTC chairman Thares
Punsri and Nikolay Nikiforov, the
Russian minister of telecomand
mass communications.

The two agencies aim to pro-
mote the reduction of international
data roaming fees charged by
mobile-phone operators in their
respective countries and the
exchange of knowledge on
cybersecurity of their telecom
Services.

Representatives of two Thai pri-

The Russian minister of telecomand mass comunications. Nikolay Nikiférov,
left, and NBTC chairman Thares Punsri with the joint statement yesterday.

vate telecom operators, Advanced
Info Service and True Corp, also
held meetings with their Russia
counterparts yesterday on the pos-
sible lowering of their international
dataroaming fees.

Reducing these fees could boost
tourism between the two coun-
tries. About 3 million Russians
reportedly arrive in Thailand every

News ID: C-170531003062 (31 May 17/06:21)
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year, while around 300,000 Thais
visit Russia annually.

Last year the NBTC allocated
170 million mobile-phone numbers,
while about 120 million
numbers were inuse. Of that 120
million, 70 per cent were third-gen-
eration mobile-phone numbers
and 25 per cent were 4G mobile-
phone users.
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STATE CONTROL
The broadcasting regulator mulls putting the
top 100 content providers for over-the-top
service platforms on a control list. B3
TECHNOLOGY

NBTC considers OTT control options

Regulator seeks to set
industry standards

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The broadcasting regulator is considering
putting the top 100 content providers for
over-the-top (OTT) service platforms on
a control list, as officials strive to establish
industry standards and a level playing field.

Popular content providers on OTT
platforms such as Facebook and You-
Tube, with more than 1 million followers
or subscriptions are categorised as the top
100 accounts.

The plan is part of aregulatory policy by
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-

Facebook is one of the most popular OTT platforms in Thailand. PATTANAPONG HIRUNARD

munications Commission (NBTC), under
which measures will be imposed on the
local OTT market to curb internet content
that is difficult to regulate, said Col Natee
Sukonrat, chairman of NBTC's broadcast-
ing committee.

“The 100 most popular content provid-
ers or users on social media who influence
public opinion and perception will have to
bereined in,” he said.

The NBTC is on the verge of draft-
ing a regulatory framework to govern
streaming video-on-demand services on
OTT platforms.

Col Natee said it is too early to identify
the top 100 popular content providers or
users on social media: “We need to ask
them [OTT5] to register their companies
with the NBTC, and OTTs may need to
apply for operating licences.”

News ID: C-170531001087 (31 May 17/05:27)
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A clearer picture of the regulatory frame-
work for OTT is expected over the next two
weeks, and take effect by August this year.

The NBTC held a forum for all parties
related to the OTT platform last month to
hear out opinions before concluding final
regulatory measures for OTT providers.

The regulator called the 100 most popu-
lar YouTubers to participate in the hearing
on June 6, followed by the top 100 Facebook
content providers on June 7.

Col Natee said the NBTC's board in April
resolved that video-on-demand from OTT
operators falls into the category of broad-
cast business. The board approved the set-
ting up of a subcommittee to determine
regulatory policy.

Yesterday, Col Natee said OTT is clearly
categorised by the subcommittee as a TV

Page: 1/2
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broadcasting service that does not use fre-
quencies, similar to existing cable TV and
satellite TV services.

He said that streaming video on OTT
platform only differs from existing cable TV
or satellite TV in thatusers on OTT can post

their content directly to viewers.

Previously, the NBTC's advisory com-
pany reported OTT services are com-
monly divided into two types: free platform
(advertising-driven) and paid platform
(monthly payment and pay-on-demand).

The free OTT platform includes Line TV,
YouTube, and some digital TV channels
that broadcast their programmes via OTT
platforms such as Channels 3, 7 and 8 and
the Workpoint channel.

Paid OTT platforms include Netflix, Iflix,
Hollywood HDTYV, PrimeTime, AIS Play and
TrueVisions Anywhere.
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