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Russia keen to offer network, search services

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION
MOSCOW

RUSSIA’S Ministry of Telecom
and Mass Communications has
proposed offering social network
and search engine services in
Thailand based on Russian plat-
forms.

Takorn Tantasith, the secre-

tary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission, said
this week that the Russian min-
istry proposed that both coun-
tries seek ways to set up a hold-
ing firm in Thailand to provide
the services here, with the part-
ners to share revenue from these
services. The Russian ministry
floated the idea to the NBTC on
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Tuesday when it and the NBTC
signed an agreement in Moscow
to collaborate on telecom servic-
es and cybersecurity.

Takorn said he would inform
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha of Russia’s suggestion.
Russia’s Facebook and Google
equivalents include social media
site Vkontakte and Yandex,
respectively.
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Glitches hit new SIM-cararegistration system in d

NARONG NUANSAKUL,
NAKARIN CHINNAWORNKOMON
THE NATION

THE FIRST day when pre-paid
mobile phone users in Yala, Pattani,
Narathiwat and two Songkhla dis-
tricts were required to have their fin-
gerprints scanned and pictures taken
inaddition to showing ID cards when
they buy new SIM cards has already
encountered several issues.

The two districts in Songkhla are

Na Thawi and Chana. The National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) issued

ning device, but the system yester-
day morning was not operating
properly and could not read data
from smart ID cards so customers
were allowed to buy SIMs just by
showingtheir IDs. Other retail shops
in Yala also failed to implement the
new system.

In Narathiwat’s Muang district,
random checks at designated loca-
tions found that the system was not
ready on the first day so SIM cards
were also still being sold to cus-
tomers who simply presented ID
cards.

Members of the public in

the new measure to curb the use of Narathiwat told reporters that they

SIM cards to activate mobile phones
attached tobombsand to enablesecu-
rity officials to trace SIMs to their
OowWners.

Authoritieswere meanttohave 30
fingerprint-scanning devices avail-
able by yesterday.

In Yala, a Telewiz branch was
equipped with the fingerprint-scan-

did not know about the new require-
mentfor new purchases, thatpeople’s
biometric data would be stored at the
central population database, or about
the NBTC's requirement for existing
SIM-card users to re-register their
cards under the new system within
120 days or their numbers would be
taken out of service.

Narathiwat
residents register
theirSIMcardsata
telecomoutlet
yesterday under
anew system
which requires
fingerprints. The
system took effect
in therestful deep
Southyesterday, in
responsetoa
National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunication

2 Commission order.

eep South
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