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First policy guidelines on satellite industry head initiatives to boost digital economy

JIRAPAN BOONNOON
THE NATION

TECHNOLOGY officials will pres-
ent to Cabinet next month the first
policy guidelines on the country’s
satellite industry in an effort boost
innovation and spur investment
flows in the field.

The government will also review
its policies on the use and release
of spectrum in the telecommunica-
tions industry, with the aim of
ensuring the most efficient alloca-
tion of the resource.

In another initiative on the
technological front, 2,280 digital
community centres will be estab-
lished as one-stop service outlets
nationwide.

Vunnaporn Devahastin, secre-
tary general of the National Digital
Economy and Society Commission
Office (ONDE), said that the satel-
lite policy would cover the areas of
geostationary-satellite orbit (GSO)
and non-GSO with aim of creating
policy criteria for satellite service
providers in the country.

If the satellite policy is approved
by the Cabinet, it expects that the
government will officially
announce the new policy in
September.

“THIS WILL BENEFIT BOTH
THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
SECTORS IN THEIR USE OF
THE SATELLITE NETWORK.

“This is the first time that
Thailand will have a satellite policy
and this will benefit both the pub-
lic and private sectors that utilise
the satellite network, "Vunnaporn
said.

“As such, it will support the
public and commercial markets.”

“The satellite business has the
potential for high growth in the
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near future. I think that it is neces-
sary that the country utilises satel-
lite technology and satellite servie-
es to support the digital economy
ecosystem.

“This would help in the devel-
opment of areas such as agricul-
ture, tourism, artificial intelligence
and the Internet of Things.

“The satellite service providers
will also able to create their busi-
ness direction and strategy to pro-
vide new satellite services, such as
e-commerce, with low cost opera-
tions and the use of robotics, as
well as the provision of telemedi-
cine to create smart healthcare

services in the country.”

Vunnaporn said the office will
work with the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC) to “review the reframing
and releasing of spectrum projects
in the country in order to max-
imise the benefit of new spectrum
for people across in the country in
the near future”.

The project will be started in
July. As result, the reframing and
releasing of telecommunications
and radio spectra will support new
technologies such as artificial
intelligence and the Internet of
Things.

Regarding the digital communi-
ty centres, they are intended to
improve people’s quality of life in
areas such as agriculture, e-com-
merce, education, healthcare and
tourism.

The office has trained 643 e-
commerce trainers so that they will
able to provide the e-commerce
training course to communities
nationwide.

The ONDE said that with this
initiative, more people will be able
to participate in the digital econo-
my, including in the more remote
areas of the country.
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Journalists’ bodies up in arms over NBTC’s suspension order for Peace TV

THE NATION

THE THAI JOURNALISTS Association
(TJA) and the Thai Broadcast Journalists
Association (Thai BJA) yesterday called
for the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
to review its recent order to suspend the
broadcast of the red-shirt Peace TV.

The two media organisations slammed
the order as infringing on media rights
protected by the Constitution and warned
the NBTC action, which followed the
junta’s orders, would only undermine the

agency’s independence and credibility.

The NBTC on Wednesday ordered
Peace TV to go off air completely for 30
days after it was accused of broadcasting
content deemed provocative and causing
confusion in four of its news and news talk
programmes.

The contents were against the
Administrative Court’s order that
demanded the station respect the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)
order Nos 97/2557 and 103/2557, which
made it binding on the media to not
broadcast any provocative content,

according to the NBTC. Peace TV had
repeatedly disobeyed the orders, the
agency said.

This is not the first time Peace TV has
faced this predicament. In the four years
since the coup, the red-shirt station has
been temporarily shut down for 15 or 30
days several times because of controversial
political content.

The TJA and Thai BJA said in the state-
ment that the suspension of Peace TV had
an impact not only on the station but also
on the people working there even though
some of them were not part of the prob-
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lematic programmes. Unless the NBTC
was prudent in exercising its power, it
could easily destroy press freedom as well
as the media as business organisations, the
statement read.

Duty to protect independence of media

Apart from that, the media organisa-
tions also reminded the NBTC of its direct
role in protecting the independence of
media companies.

However, the order imposed on Peace
TV was in violation of the Constitution,

which prohibited the shutting down of
mass media companies, it said.

The TJA and Thai BJA said that the
NBTC could have considered punishing
only problematic programmes, not sus-
pending the entire station.

In addition, other laws such as defama-
tion were available to deal with the issues
they posed, they added.

If the station was really irresponsible
in its reports, the TJA and Thai BJA
said the market mechanism and
consumers would bring consequences to
the station.
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