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TECHNOLOGY

Ghakkrit Urairat, deputy director for regulatory relations at True Corp, registers to pick up

bid documents at the NBTC office.

Five firms pick up
1800MHz bid docs

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Five companies all affiliated with the three
major mobile operators picked up official
bid documents for the planned 1800-mega-
hertz auction on the first day the telecom
regulator made them available.

The bid documents will be available
until June 14. Some companies are still
soliciting advisory services before their
boards decide whether to join the auction.

The five companies are: Advanced Info
Service (AIS) and its subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network; True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC); and DTAC TriNet
and DTAC Broadband, two subsidiaries of
Total Access Communication (DTAC).

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), said

the commission strongly believes that the
planned auction of 1800MHz licences is
enticing for operators and will be needed
to handle rising demand for online services,
innovative applications and the Internet of
Things via mobile networks by 2020.

The fifth generation of wireless broad-
band is expected to be commercially
launched globally during that time, with
the 5G ecosystem capable of serving every
need on the mobile platform.

“It's too early to predict how many com-
panies will submit bid documents by June
15, but the NBTCis confident several opera-
tors want to acquire 1800M Hz licences,” Mr
Takorn said.

The NBTC plans to auction a total of
90MHz of bandwidth (upload and down-
load) on the 1800MHz spectrum, divided
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into three licences each containing 30MHz
of bandwidth.

The 1800MHz spectrum is operated by
the third-largest operator, DTAC, under
CAT Telecom’s 2G concession, which
expires on Sept 15.

Each 1800MHz licence has been set at
a reserve price of 37.45 billion baht (for
30MHz of bandwidth), valid for 15 years.
The 37.45-billion-baht reserve price is
based on the winning price of the previ-
ous auction of 1800MHz licences in 2015.

Based on the existing timeline for the
auction, the NBTC has invited any inter-
ested party to pick up bid documents from
May 15 to June 14.

All interested parties must submit the
bid documents at the NBTC office on June
15 and each prospective bidder must place
1.87 billion baht (5% of the reserve price)
as a bid guarantee for the June 15 auction,
plus a letter of intent to pay 5.61 billion
baht as surety in case a bidder defaults on
alicence payment.

The NBTC will consider bidder quali-
fications for the first round from June 16
to 28 and plans to announce the qualified
bidders on June 29.

Theregulator will run a Q&A session and
simulate the auction process for qualified
bidders from Aug 1 to 3. The auction date
is scheduled for Aug 4.

Yesterday, TUC said its combined
bandwidth of 110MHz (upload and down-
load) serves data demand for its 27 mil-
lion subscribers.

TUC has hired a consultancy to conduct
a feasibility study of investing in the fre-
quencies that are up for auction.
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Dubious products taken oft TV, public warned

THE NATION

AUTHORITIES HAVE removed food and cos-
metic ads from 29 TV stations, one radio sta-
tion and 10 web sites mainly due to the illegiti-
mate exaggeration of the products’ benefits.

“For example, some food products are
described as having the ability to cure dis-
eases,” Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
secretary general Wanchai Sattayawuthipong
said yesterday.

He added that some cosmetics ads had
also apparently misled consumers and thus
needed to be removed.

Among the removed ads are those for
Crystal Herb's Gotu Kiloa food supplement on
Spring News, Cordyceps Extract and
Garnoderma Lucidum Extract Plus on Channel
8, BioOne and DoubleMaxx products on @TV,
Cordy Plus food supplement on JKN Dramax,
Ricapil rapid cosmetics on Bright TV and HYA
Serum on Nation TV.

Wanchai was speaking after officials from
the FDA and National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
spent a week reviewing advertisements on
various media outlets.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith sat
by Wanchai at yesterday’s press conference.

Authorities have been closely monitoring
advertisements following a revelation that many
cosmetics products and food supplements avail-
able for sale were substandard. Some of those
very products had become popular through the
endorsement of paid celebrities.

“Do not let any ad mislead you. Food supple-
ments are not medicines. Cosmetics are for
cleaning and beauty. They cannot change the
structure of one’s body,” Wanchaisaid.

He said products with exaggerated benefits
might just hurt consumers’ pockets ...and then
their health.

“If you come across any suspicious ad, alert
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the FDA at the Hotline 1556, or NBTC at its
Hotline1200,” he said.

Meanwhile, Deputy National Police
Commissioner Pol General Wirachai
Songmetta revealed yesterday that as many
as 902 people had lodged complaints with
police against Magic Skin.

The company was found to have distributed
many substandard cosmetic and food-supple-
ment products.

Before this fact was exposed last month,
Magic Skin had become quite popular after hiring
many famous entertainment figures to endorse
its products.

“The damages caused by Magic Skin is over
Bt289million,” Wirachai said, without elaborat-
ing on the calculation of the figure.

He added that the FDA had also urged police
to investigate several famous stars for endorsing
the food supplements Vitamin SHi-No-Biand
Mezzo Serum.

They are Sarunrat “Lydia” Deane,
Ungsumalynn “Pattie” Sirapatsakmetha,
Chutavuth “March” Pattarakampol, Apissada
“Ice” Kreurkongka, Virithipa “Woonsen”
Pakdeeprasong and Puttichai “Push” Kasetsin.

“We will also summon Kanokchat Munyad-
on or Typhoon KPN to provide information
regarding SlimMilk endorsement,” Wirachai said.
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Headline: Nine sponsors line up TV campaigns for football festival

Nine sponsors line up TV campaigns for football festival

KANANA KATHARANGSIPORN

Nine companies sponsoring live broad-
casts of this year’s FIFA World Cup from
Russia announced the launch of a series of
campaigns dubbed “Sawadee World Cup”
yesterday with a combined investment
of over 600 million baht during the June
14 to July 15 tournament.

The biggest investment came from the
Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTSC),
operator of the Skytrain, which is dedi-
cating 300 million baht tovarious activities
including live broadcasts on large LED

screens at two BTS stations: National Sta-
dium and Chong Nonsi.

The BTS also plans to produce tick-
ets featuring photos of famous football-
ers, said Surapong Laoha-Unya, director
and chief operating officer of the BTSC.

Chaiwat Kovavisarach, president and
chief executive of Bangchak Corpora-
tion Plc, said the company’s World Cup
campaigns will include live broadcasts
at Bangchak gas stations and roadshows
at the Inthanin coffee shop chain in vari-
ous provinces.

It will also spend 200 million baht to

produce six sets of drinking glasses featur-
ing the national flags of teams that made
it to the tournament. Customers who pur-
chase at least 700 baht of fuel or spend
over 100 baht at a Spar Food Market will
be entitled to receive one of the sets, which
cost 39 baht apiece, for free during the
football bonanza.

Birathon Kasemsri Na Ayudhaya, chief
content and media officer at True Cor-
poration Plc, said the company and two
other affiliates under CP Group would
invest over 100 million baht in total for
their respective World Cup campaigns.

The two affiliates are Charoen Pokphand
Foods and CP All, operator of 7-Eleven
convenience stores.

The campaigns include lucky draws
to win tickets for World Cup matches in
Russia with every purchase of 40 baht
or more at a 7-Eleven store, or when
payments are made using the True-
Money Wallet through the so-called
7App application.

“The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission will [today]
consider allowing True4U, one of our TV
channels, to broadcast the 2018 World Cup
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live in high definition when the games air,”
he said.

Football fans will be able to watch all
64 games live and free of charge on True-
Visions, Amarin TV, Royal Thai Army
Radio and Television Channel 5.

The nine companies that helped pay
for the broadcast rights, which cost about
1.4 billion baht in total, will be allowed
to advertise their products and services
when the games air.

Other live broadcast sponsors include
King Power Group, Thai Beverage,
Kasikornbank, Gulf Energy Development,

PTT Global Chemical and Carabao Dang.

Mr Birathon of True Corp said True-
Visions, Amarin TV and Channel 5 were
still discussing whether to screen the
World Cup matches but have all agreed
to broadcast live the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies.

TrueVisions will also produce special
programmes to run during the half-time
break of each game, which lasts for about
15 minutes, he said.

Mr Birathon said he expects higher rat-
ings of up to 33% viewership for this year’s
World Cup.
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Headline: Police crackdown on World Cup gambling kicks off

Stop Gambling Foundation members along with

-

4

House calling for proactive measures to suppress football betting during the 2018 World Cup.

Police crackdown
on World Cup
gambling kicks off

THE NATION

AHEAD OF the 2018 World Cup in
Russia from June 14 to July 15, the
Metropolitan Police Bureau (MPB)
yesterday officially launched its spe-
cial centre tasked with cracking
down on online football gambling.
The centre’s officials will soon
summon 600 alleged punters to
hear charges of illegal gambling,
said MPB deputy chief Pol Maj-
General Panurat Lakboon in his
capacity as the centre director.
The 600 were identified from
files seized during a raid on Sunday
on the betting shop “Mawin 88” in
Bangkok’s Soi Ngam Wongwan 4.3.
The Anti-Money Laundering
Office would also be involved in the
investigationsince gambling alsovio-
lated the Anti-Money Laundering
Act, Panuratsaid. Ifany punters were
found to be under 18, their parents
would be punished, as per the Child

Protection Act, and face possible jail
sentences of up to one year and six
months for a second offence, he said.
Police were also checking names and
bank account information seized
from two other shops - “Mixbet88”
and “fifa-variety” - which were raid-
ed on Sunday.

Panurat said that from May 1to
15, during the run-up to its official
opening, the centre had already

nabbed 15bookies, 201 puntersand
two ticket-running employees.
They also seized Bt171,856 cash,
267 gambling tickets with bets
worth Bt297,846, 21 computers,
one computer notebook, five print-
ers, a photocopy machine and six
cellphones.

Panurat said police had moni-
tored some 300 gambling websites,
whose names had been submitted

to the National Broadcasting and
Telecomunication Commission for
blocking since most had servers in
other countries.

Meanwhile, Stop Gambling
Foundation chief Thanakorn
Khromkit has petitioned Deputy
Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan, who oversees police
and sport affairs, to take measures
to suppress football betting during
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the 2018 World Cup.

Thanakorn cited various surveys
that indicate some three million
Thaistudents had been involved in
football gambling — with more than
200,000 football-betting websites
offering them easy access. He urged
thatsocial campaignsagainst gam-
bling be held in parallel with the
serious crackdown on gambling
dens and shops.
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