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Headline: GMM One warned on soap
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Clip: Full Color

NOT SO CLEAN

The regulator warned GMM One TV that a
fine is coming if rude content is found on its

popular soaps. B4

GMM One warned on soap

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
denies giving a break to the Bangrak Soi
9 drama, warning it will fine or change
the rating if rude content is found on any
TV programmes.

Peerapong Manakit, an NBTC commis-
sioner, said the rude content on Bangrak
Soi 9soap opera was inappropriate and the
regulator has already informed broadcaster
GMM One TV Ltd to explain the content.

GMM One TV agreed to correct and
censor the content even though, as the
company described it, the dialogue was
normal wording that teenagers use in their
daily life.

An NBTC warning of this kind is not
serious, but if the content is found to be
inappropriate for the age rating, a penalty
will be issued.

“The penalty starts with a 50,000 baht
fine, up to 500,000 baht, and suspension of
the licence,” said Mr Peerapong.

The NBTC is following the law and not
setting a new standard to encourage the use
of rude or violent wording on broadcasts,
he said.
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In related news, from May 28 to June 1
marked the fourth week the NBTC worked
with the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to monitor the advertising content
for dietary supplements and cosmetics on
radio and TV to check if it is exaggerated.
It found 11 such products on seven territo-
rial TV channels and 35 satellite TV chan-
nels advertise.

Some 30 websites have been found to
advertise illegal content for herbs, abor-
tion pills, ferrous fumarate, and sexual
performance drugs.

Somchai Preechataweekit, deputy sec-
retary-general of the FDA, said the agency
is also investigating consumer complaints
about health products promoted on social
media from Oct 1, 2017 to May 20, 2018.

There were 1,564 complaints including
783 for exaggerated ads, 44 for medical
equipment, 149 for cosmetics, 178 drugs,
401 complaints about food, and nine others.

All cases have been processed by the
police for investigation and the FDA has
already requested the Digital Economy
and Society Ministry close down the ille-
gal websites as they violate the Computer
Crime Act, Section 14 (1) and Section 20,
said Mr Somchai.
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HAVE YOUR SAY

EPA-EFE

Plastics bags and other plastic waste create a global problem that needs an efficient and safe remedy.

Burning plastic waste hardly the ideal situation

Re: “Solution to plastic waste liesin buming it for energy, says ~ Usein power is also at best 25-35-per-cent efficient. This

ministry”, News, June 4. problemis a world one. Attitudes need changing and
How about legislation to make it totally illegal to use governments need to quickly bring in taxes for plastic use.
plastic bags in many scenarios? As a kid, rounding up glass bottles to get money from
How about legislation to totally control the ingredients ~ recycling was a part time occupation. How, as a smart
used to make plastic bags to ensure they do “break down” society, we went away from recycling | have never
quickly in landfills, in whale stomachs, and so on. understood.
How about educating school kids about the above so Leeneeds
thatultimately society is well informed about this subject? , ,
Scorecard It would take a monumental revolution to wean Thailand
and the world off plastics, in particular, plastic bags.
Ido not think burning is a good solution, given that This will not happen in the near future.
plastics are made of oil and gas. Dioxins given off from High-temperature incinerators with emission controls are
burning would enter the atmosphere. probably the simplest solution available in the short term.
More work is needed on the efficiency of incinerators that ~ But with such mountains of trash stockpiling everywhere,
capture these harmful gases. Landfill is the best solution the logistics of management would simply fail.
until there is real 100-per-cent efficiency of capture if Unfortunately, while these incinerators work well, they

burning s to take place. Plastics don't break down in landfill, ~ Will inevitably break and fall into disrepair.
so the carbon is locked in. Heat generated from burning to ChrisY1
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Driving test waits so long that
people might skip licence

It’s little wonder that so many Thais are
on the road without a driving licence. My
adopted Thai son has just completed his
military service and returned home to
Rayong, where over the past few weeks I
have been teaching him to drive a car.

He applied to sit his driving test, but
there are no vacant appointments in
Rayong before the end of September.

Thinking to circumnavigate this
blockage, he telephoned nearby Klaeng for
an appointment. The earliest there is
December.

Something is seriously wrong here. A
young man wants to do the right thing and
legitimise his driving, but has to wait
months to do so.

David Brown

Closed doors shut us in and out

Re: “Ministry to review nod for skilled foreigners”,
News, June 2.

You story quotes Thai accountant,
architect and engineer societies as opposing
liberalisation of the country’s restricted
sectors under the so-called Foreign
Business Act. This law, which has existed
since the 1970s, purports to protect fields in
which “Thai business is not yet ready to
compete with foreigners”. Fifty years later,
there has apparently been no progress.

This is a self-fulfilling prophecy. If you
close a sector to competition, it will never

News ID: C-180605003033 (5 Jun 18/05:46)
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become globally competitive. Economics

101 teaches that an externality such as this
protectionist law which appeals to
nationalism leads to inefficiency. Singapore
has per capita income five times that of
Thailand and is ranked as the most
competitive economy in the world because
it draws talent from all over the world. The
late prime minister Lee Kuan Yew bragged
that Singapore had Russians serving in the
army and that the police chief was from
Scotland. Can you imagine this ever
happening in Thailand? On the contrary, in
Thailand the big banks and conglomerates
say they employ no foreigners.

If that is an advantage, since presumably
they don’t need foreigners, then what is the
need for the foreign business law?

The Thai economy has been puttering
along at an unimpressive rate for the past
20 years, after having been ranked by the
World Bank in 1990 as the fastest-growing
economy in the world. In the 1990s Thai
people said Thailand was going to be Asia’s
“fifth tiger”. Nobody makes these claims
today, which now sound grandiose,
although Thai tourism is booming precisely
because the country is open to foreigners,
not closed.

All ships rise with the tide. It is better to
have a bigger pie. The foreign business law
and more importantly the third world
mentality that it comes from needs to be
repealed so that Thailand can say to the
world, “Anyone can do business here”

Unfortunately, Cambodia, which started
out with the most liberal economy in the
world, ranked No 1 most open out of 120
assessed, is now starting to copy Thailand’s
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beggar-basket labour and visa laws. This is a
road to permanent developing country
status.

SyLewis

ThaiVisa

Leeds case free of freemasonry

Re: “How ‘political correctness’ and fear shielded
UK rape gangs”, Have Your Say, June 2.

Anyone who is still interested in what
actually happened recently at Leeds Crown
Court in the UK would be well advised to
read a clear, concise, compelling and
authoritative article just published on the
iNews website. It sets out in precise detail,
and with relentless logic, why the
temporary reporting restrictions were
imposed. Political correctness, fear and the
imagined malign machinations of
international Marxism, non-existent secret
societies and possibly alien invaders from
Mars seeking to usher in a “New World
Order” had of course nothing to do with it.

These reporting restrictions were in fact
put in place to protect a fundamental
principle common to all civilised, law
abiding and democratic societies, namely
the right of everyone to a fair trial, no
matter how heinous their alleged crimes
may have been.

“Tommy Robinson” (real name Stephen
Yaxley-Lennon) may be a heroic reporter to
Nigel Pike, but he is also a convicted fraud
and a notorious former football hooligan.
He was arrested for repeatedly breaking the
law at Leeds Crown Court and for being in
contempt of court, and is now in prison,
thank goodness.

The appalling scandal regarding the
failure of the authorities to crack down on
the Asian rape gangs was originally
revealed in a series of articles in the Times
newspaper. Yaxley-Lennon sought to
exploit this scandal for his own self-
interest.

News ID: C-180605003033 (5 Jun 18/05:46)
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JC Wilcox repeatedly lectures us about
how democracy cannot survive without the
law, and in that at least he is right, but it
seems that his reverence for the law is
conditional upon legal rulings being in line
with his own opinions.

Still, Somsak Pola and I seem to share a
suspicion that Wilcox is really a “troll”, and
if that is indeed the case, then his
comments make perfect sense.

Robin Grant

Towards a more felicitous scum

Re: “Outrage at anchor prompts U-turn
by NBTC,” Around Thailand, June 4.

As a person who fancies himself a
connoisseur of language, I feel compelled to
comment on Anchalee Paireeruk’s
characterisation of the police raid on Onoi
Temple as “utterly bad, low, ignoble, and
scummy’.

I presume that the original Thai
expressions she used were more felicitous,
and would suggest only that the English
translation could be improved by
substituting for the slang word “scummy”
the more formal, socially acceptable, and
action-specific adjective “scum-sucking”.

Trying, as always, to upgrade the
language,

Ye Olde Pedant

Send us your views in an instant!
E-mail your opinion, with “Letters to the
Editor” in the subject box, to:
letters@nationgroup.com
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