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TELECOMS

DTAC gets 2nd chance for
1800MHz spectrum bid

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator will give Total
Access Communication (DTAC) a
second chance to bid on the 1800-mega-
hertz spectrum, rescheduling an auc-
tion before DTAC's concession expires
on Sept 15 so the operator doesn't risk
having its 2G network cut off.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will scrap the existing remedy
period planned to mitigate the impact
of DTAC'’s concession expiry, which
means DTAC's 470,000 mobile users on
the 1800- and 850MHz concessions will
have to transfer to other networks before
the concession’s Sept 15 expiry date.

The attempted re-auction by the
NBTC comes after DTAC refused to
submit bid documents on Friday.
Mobile leader Advanced Info Service
(AIS) and second-ranked True Move
also failed to submit bid documents,
cancelling the 1800MHz auction.

The NBTC also planned to auction
one licence on the 850MHz spectrum,
together with the 1800MHz band.

News ID: C-180619001015 (19 Jun 18/05:30)

a iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the NBTC, said the measure will be
submitted as an urgent agenda issue at
its telecom committee meeting today,
and is likely to be approved.

Yesterday, Mr Takorn met with three
members of the NBTC board, including
the NBTC chairman and the telecom
committee chairman, all of whom
agreed with the move.

Once approved by the telecom
committee today, the NBTC board will
consider the issue on June 27 for offi-
cial approval.

He said the current mobile number
portability (MNP) system can help
60,000 users migrate to other networks.

“The remaining 470,000 mobile users
on DTAC's 1800 and 850- MHz networks
will not be handled through the MNP
system,” said Mr Takorn.

The NBTC had previously planned
to amend the existing conditions of
the 1800MHz auction to create more
attractive conditions for bidders.
DTAC said the reserve price of each
1800-MHz licence (37.45 billion) was
too high.
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Headline: MCOT announces wireless pay-TV service
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FUTURE OF CONTENT?

MCOT is unveiling wireless pay-TV service
through a venture with three parties, though
the regulator is vague about band usage. B4

2.6 E%E Gou,

MCOT president Khemmathat Paladesh, centre, celebrates the deal with BWA executives.

TECHNOLOGY

o
1F -

ulad BWA

MCOT announces
wireless pay-T'V service

NBTC stance on band
use for services vague

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Stated-owned broadcaster MCOT Plc, the
operator of Channel 9, has announced

the commercial roll out of what it calls the
country’s firstwireless pay-TV service on its
2600-megahertz broadcasting spectrum in
early 2019, even though the regulator has
yet to decide if the band can be used for
telecom services.

The move is motivated by a consumer
shift to watching content on personal com-
puters and smartphones.

The wireless pay-TV service will be
operated through a collaboration of

three parties: MCOT, owner of the 2600-
MHz spectrum and the pay-TV operator;
MCOT’s marketing partner Playwork Co,
which will provide marketing and be a
content co-provider; and two major mobile
operators Advanced Info Service (AIS) and
True Move.

AIS and True Move will facilitate broad-
cast signal transmission via their cellu-
lar networks.

Khemmathat Paladesh, president of

News ID: C-180619001073 (19 Jun 18/05:52)
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MCOT, said the company and partners
will run a trial pay-TV service on the
2600MHz band via the telecom network
for six months, starting in July, prior to the
commercial launch in 2019.

“The trial will focus on 30 locations in
Bangkok through internal testing, to delve
into the quality of network transmission
capacity, audience perception and reaction
to the content,” he said.

Yesterday, MCOT, in collaboration with
its marketing partner Playwork as well as
AIS and True Move, jointly held a press
conference for the latest move of a trial
launch for wireless Pay TV service on the
2600MHz band.

Previously, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) approved MCOT’s use of AIS and
True Move's mobile network code (MNC) to
operate pay-TVvia the 2600MHz spectrum
for broadcasting service, but the NBTC has
yet to clearly say the company can use the
2600MHz band for telecom service.

Providing TV content via broadcasting
spectrum to consumers’ telecom devices
is vaguely defined by the NBTC.

However, Mr Khemmathat said MCOT
and Playwork have been consulting the
NBTC for upgrading technology to pro-
viding broadcasting service through the
2600MHz spectrum for years and the NBTC
already approved MCOT’s use of MNC on

mobile networks.

The NBTC also approved MCOT’s use of
all related equipment for radio communi-
cation and providing broadcasting service
via cellular networks.

Mr Khemmathat accepted that MCOT
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and Playwork still need to ensure that
the service will not conflict with existing
NBTC regulations.

Providing wireless pay TV service on the
2600MHz spectrum is expected to gener-
ate a new revenue stream for MCOT in
the era of digital-driven economies where
consumer behaviour changes very fastand
traditional TV platforms cannot keep up,
he said.

“We are going to be a wireless pay-TV
operator, diversifying from existing radio,
website, and terrestrial digital TV opera-
tions,” said Mr Khemmathat.

He said once wireless pay-TV commer-
cially launches, MCOT expects to provide
content via all digital platforms includ-
ing set-top boxes, PCs and notebooks via
internet networks and applications via
mobile devices.

Mr Khemmathat has yet to elaborate
how much each party has invested and
the exact business model or revenue-
sharing plan.

He said MCOT may have to pay a rental
fee for using AIS and True Move's network
after the commercial launch.

For Playwork, the company is com-
mitted to pay 300 million baht per year to
MCOT after commercial launch.

MCOT awarded a 15-year agreement
to Playwork for operating pay TV services
in 2010, but the company has yet to pro-
vide commercial services because it asked
MCOT for permission to upgrade technol-
ogy from multi-channel multi-point dis-
tribution services to broadband wireless
access years ago.
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MCOT links with
partners for trial
of TV content

on broadcaster’s

bandwidth

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

MCOT is partnering with
Playwork, Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN) and TrueMove
H Universal Communication
(TUC) to conduct a non-com-
mercial trial of providing its TV
content on the state enterprise's
2.6GHz bandwidth.

The move reflects MCOT’s
efforts to seek possible new
business opportunities, said
MCOT president Kematat
Paladesh yesterday.

Playwork is MCOT's pay-TV
marketing partner, while AWN
and TUC are subsidiaries of
Advanced Info Service and True
Corp, respectively.

The test will start this year at
30 spots in Bangkok and will
take six months to finish.
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AWN and TUC have provid-
ed related network facilities to
support the trial.

Opportunities ahead

After the trial, MCOT and
Playwork will discuss more
business details before going
ahead with the launch of the
commercial service, which will
cover both free and paid con-
tent.

Kematat said that Playwork
has committed to achieving rev-
enue of Bt300 million for
MCOT in the first year of the
commercial service launch.

MCOT has total of 144 MHz
bandwidth of the 2.6GHz.

According to MCOT, the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has
already granted the relevant
permits to MCOT, enabling it to
move ahead with the service
trial.

The NBTC and MCOT are in
still in talks on the NBTC’s plan
to reclaim spectrum bands from
state agencies, including
MCOT, for reallocation by
means of auction.

The state agencies will be
compensated by the NBTC if
they hand over the spectra
before their right to use them
ends.
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