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TECHNOLOGY

NBTC keeps
legal options
on table as
DTAC stalls

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The telecom regulator has voiced con-
fidence that Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC) will join the 900-megahertz
licence auction, but officials are pre-
pared to file an appeal with the Supreme
Administrative Court against a Central
Administrative Court order allowing
DTAC to continue using the 850-mega-
hertz spectrum.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nication Commission, said the NBTC was
informed by DTAC chief executive Alex-
andra Reich that the company intended to
join the 900MHz
licence auc-
tion but could
not submit the
required docu-
ment yesterday,
as the company
must first get
approval from the
board of parent

Telenor Group.
“We appreciate  Takorn: Appreciates
DTAC'sintentions DTAC’s sincerity
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and sincerity in
this auction,” Mr Takorn said.

DTAC said it welcomed the flexibility
offered by the NBTC in extending the sub-
mission deadline by one week to Oct 16 in
the event thatno bidding applications were
submitted on Oct 9.

Under the auction rules, if no bidders
submitted documents, the NBTC would
extend the deadline for another week,
and so it transpired. Thus the deadline
is Oct 16 and the auction will be held
on Oct 28.

Mr Takorn said that if DTAC fails to
submit bid documents before noon on
Oct 16, the NBTC will propose to its board
for a second time to file an appeal to the
Supreme Administrative Court against the
Central Administrative Court’s order.

As of Sept 30, DTAC had some 250,000
customers on the 850MHz network,
of which 151,000 were postpaid and
104,000 prepaid.

The segment generates 10.38 million
baht in revenue.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC remains con-
fident that the auction will take place on
Oct 28, with DTAC TriNet as the sole bidder
and the auction price starting at 37.98 bil-
lion baht.

On Monday, Advanced Info Service
Plc and True Move informed the Stock
Exchange of Thailand that they would not
participate in the 900MHz spectrum licence
auction organised by the NBTC, previously
scheduled for Oct 20.
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NBTC TO APPEAL RULING IF
DTAC FAILS TO SUBMIT BID

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will lodge an appeal in the
Supreme Administrative Court on
October 16 against the recent Central
Administrative Court ruling granting an
interim protection measure to Total
Access Communication (DTAC)'s
850MHz customers, if DTAC fails to
submit its bid for the 900MHz licence
before the submission deadline of
October 16. NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said yesterday that
DTAC insisted it would submit the bid
within the NBTC deadline of October
16. He added that if it failed to do so
before October 16 midday, the watch-
dog would file its appeal with the
Supreme Court the same day.

He added that the NBTC had
already finished drafting the appeal
paper and would ask for the NBTC
board’s resolution today to lodge the
appeal if DTAC did not submit aa bid.

The NBTC had declined to grantan
interim period of extension to DTAC to
continue providing service on the
850MHz spectrum to its customers
afterits concession ended on
September 15 this year. DTAC took the
case to the Central Administrative
Court, which ruled lastmonth that
DTAC should be allowed to continue
using the 850MHz spectrum until
December 15. The NBTC has until
October 16 to file an appeal.

DTAC on Monday said it was confi-
dent of completing a feasibility study
and making a final decision whether to
bid for the 900 MHz within NBTC's
submission deadline. The company
welcomed the flexibility from the NBTC
to extend the bid submission deadline
to October 16, in the event of nobid
submission yesterday.
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