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PostBag

Drug war mystery

Re: “Thaksin the real threat’, (PostBag,
Nov14).

One thing is beyond my comprehen-
sion. As we all know, Thaksin Shinawatra
implemented his war on drugs, resulting in
the deaths of 3,000 people, but why hasn't he
been indicted?

The Democrats were in power for almost
three years, but didn’t pursue the case. The
junta has been in power since May 2014,
and it too, hasn’t pursued the case. What is
stopping them? Sometimes I wonder if the
killings were real.

The murder of 3,000 people qualifies
as a massacre, and I'm sure every country
that Thaksin set foot in would be thrilled to
extradite him. Instead, they charged him
for the stupid crime of buying land, which
makes any extradition request, if there is
one, worthless.

Put your foot where your mouth is, guys.

SOMSAK POLA

Logging speeders

Iwould like to know, is there such thing as a
driver’s log book in Thailand? This is a book
that a driver must fill in before he heads

off — stating his destination, departure time,
and the number of passengers.

The driver must also report the time of
arrival, as well as the number of passengers
upon arriving, which has to be signed off by
a supervisor. This is important because if the
travel time from point A to B s, lets say, one
hour, and the driver took 45 minutes to com-

plete the trip, than we know that the driver
has been speeding and must be reported to
the police.

The other thing I have noticed is that not
one vehicle carries a traffic cone, to be used
in case of a breakdown.

All of the above should be made manda-
tory, no ifs or buts. All we need now is full
cooperation from the police and govern-
ment to put this into law.

BARRY WALLACE

Radiation threat real

There is an abundance of peer-reviewed
scientific evidence that electromagnetic
radiation from cell phones and other related
electronic devices increases the risks of not
only leukemia and Alzheimer’s disease, but
also reproductive and behavioural issues.
It has been linked to DNA changes, cancer,
and changes to the blood-brain barrier.
The WHO is of course reluctant to pro-
duce a responsible set of guidelines on the
risks of EMF exposure, because they would
be placing their funding at risk. But itisn’t
difficult to find the evidence, and the NBTC
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knows this.
It's time for them to be honest on the is-
sue.
MICHAEL SETTER

Closer to the end

The world just marked the 100th year since
the end of World War I, which was followed
by World War II only a few years down

the line.

World leaders have promised to do
everything possible to prevent World War I11.
Yet we are closer than ever to the brink of a
global conflict, perhaps even annihilation.

What have our leaders accomplished?
Nothing really.

One day, what is left of the population will
gather to mark the end of World War III and
ponder the future, if there is a future left to
consider. Because at times, we appear to be
inching closer to the end, considering the
ongoing rhetoric, hostility and conflicts.

Scary times, folks. I sat on my porch this
morning, reading the Bangkok Post, my dogs
by my feet, and I wonder — how long will it
all last?

YINGELEH

Forgetful Suu Kyi

Aung San Suu Kyi is courting foreign inves-
tors at a summit in Singapore. But, she also
said Myanmar would not permit itself to be
exploited. Either she has a short memory, or,
chooses to ignore that China is already plun-
dering Myanmar, and owns much of it.

DAVID JAMES WONG
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TECHNOLOGY

NBTC to talk
base stations
at March meet

WHO letter tries to
dispel health fears

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator plans to host an ad
hoc meeting in Bangkok next March as it
strives to broaden general knowledge of
whether radio frequency electromagnetic
fields emitted by telecom base stations
cause adverse health effects.

The move follows a recent announce-
ment of the World Health Organization

FIELDS OF STUDY

The telecom regulator plans to host an ad hoc
meeting in Bangkok next March on the health
effects of electromagnetic fields. B4

(WHO), which said it has no proofthat tel -
ecom base stations are harmful to health.

The WHO has yet to furnish evidence
about its findings.

The meeting would be held alongside
representatives from the WHO and the
International Commission on Non-lon-
izing Radiation Protection.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
has sought ways to address complaints
made against base stations lodged through
mobile operators, the regulator and local
governments over the past decade.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said that after the meeting the NBTC
will call on all mobile operators and
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Telecom towers
near a housing
project in
Bangkok’s Sai Mai
district. Concern
has grown about
the potential health
ramifications of
such towers.
PATTANAPONG
HIRUNARD

provincial governors to discuss the issue in
order to publicise the information in areas
where people cling to misinformation.

According to part of the letter from the
WHO, the group is developing a health
risk assessment from human exposure
to radio frequency fields (RF), which
includes frequencies from mobile phone
base stations and other wireless networks
and technologies.

As per the ongoing review of literature
on the topic, scientific evidence to date
does not show a risk of adverse health
effects from mobile phone base stations.

The WHO established the Interna-
tional EMF Project in 1996 to assess sci-
entific evidence regarding possible effects
on humans by electromagnetic fields
(EMFs) in the frequency range 0-300GHz,
including mobile phone network fre-
quency bands.

The International Advisory Committee
(TAC) oversees the project and includes
members of international organisations,
WHO collaborating centres and more
than 50 national authorities. Thailand
has been an active member of the IAC for
many years.

The WHO coordinates international
responses to concerns about possible
health effects from exposure to EMFs and
disseminates awide range of informational
material on the subject to national EMF
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protection programmes and the public.

The organisation also participates in
scientific meetings around the world,
including the NBTC Symposium on radi-
ofrequency electromagnetic fields and
human health in Bangkok in December.

In a 2006 report, the WHO stated: “Con-
sidering the very low exposure levels and
research results collected to date, there
is no convincing scientific evidence that
the weak RF signals from base stations
and wireless networks cause adverse
health effects”

More recently, a review of the scientific
evidence commissioned in 2010 resulted
in publication in the WHO bulletin, which
noted: “Our review does not indicate an
association between any health outcome
and radiofrequency electromagnetic field
exposure from [mobile phone base sta-
tions] at levels typically encountered in
people’s everyday environment.”

Mr Takorn said the official letter from

the WHO is critical for the regulator and
industry to provide updated information
to the public.

The secretary-general attended an
annual meeting of Global Coordination of
Research and Health Policy on RF Electro-
magnetic Fields this week in Paris. Repre-
sentatives of the WHO joined the meeting
as major participants.

The NBTC has been concerned about
the spread of misinformation, as well as
complaints made against base stations
in Thailand. These concerns will affect
infrastructure development that would
enhance broadband connectivity, espe-
cially 5G, whichrequires a greater number
of cell towers to operate effectively.

The NBTC has auctioned off three
frequency bands, namely 2100MHz,
1800MHz and 900MHz in 2012, 2015 and
2018, respectively, for 3G and 4G services.
Since then, mobile operators have rushed
to expand site installations to achieve

nationwide coverage.

As a result of the rapid growth of new
installations, concern has only grown
about potential health ramifications.

In some areas, local citizens protested
against the installation of base stations in
their community, despite their own need
to use 3G or 4G services.

Some Administrative Courts oversaw
cases seeking revocation of radiocom-
munication installation licences for par-
ticular sites.

Complaints were made against base sta-
tions and lodged through mobile opera-
tors, the regulator and local governments.

Some of those complaints were made
through mediaand appeared on TV news
programmes and newspaper headlines.
Social media also served as a tool to propa-
gate the complaints, at times sharing one-
sided and misleading information.

In some cases, mobile phone base sta-
tions were claimed to have caused cancer.
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