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Headline: Cabinet hears new rules for NBTC picks

Clip: Black/White

Cabinet hears new rules for NBTC picks

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

New qualification conditions for
recruitment of NBTC commission-
ers are to be submitted to the cabinet
for approval today to ensure quali-
fied candidates after the previous
procedure was turned downed by the
National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
in April 2018.

After being approved by the cabinet,
the new qualification conditions have to
pass Council of State vetting before being
sent back to the NLA and added as an
amendment to the NBTC Act.

The next government must decide
whether or when a new recruitment
process will start.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), and
his team were called to present details
of new qualification conditions to the
cabinet today.

The existing NBTC board is working as
an acting NBTC because its six-year term
expired in October 2017.

The new NBTC Act that became effec-
tive in June 2017 requires the government
must recruit new NBTC commissioners
to replace those moving on.

At least seven conditions were
amended for more flexible procedures.

Only seven candidates can be selected
as commissioners, instead of 14 in the
existing process.
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The candidates are notrestricted based
on their field, meaning one business field
can have more than one member.

Each candidate can become a
new commissioner only when they
receive more than half the votes from
NLA members.

Candidates who are working in a
related field of telecom and broadcast-
ing can apply for recruitment and need
notresign. But they mustresign after they
are selected.

Those working on social activities
must have at least 20 years of experience.
The existing condition requires only a
decade of experience.

Candidates working in the courts or
judiciary must be ranked atleast deputy
director-general of the department
or equivalent.

Candidates working in the Army or
Royal Thai Police Department must
have a rank of major general or police
major general as a minimum require-
ment, compared with the existing condi-
tion requiring a rank of only colonel or
police colonel.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC office
believes the amended conditions for
NBTC recruitment will make the next
commissioner search more efficient, as
it has been adjusted in a more practical
way in terms of candidates as well as the
voting process.

He said he has no idea when the new
recruitment process will begin.
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Huawei’s 5G
testbed gets
untucked

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Huawei plans to kick offa 5G testbed, the
first in the region, on Feb 8 in Sri Racha,
in Chon Buri province.

The company is holding a three-day
seminar titled “Embracing 5G: Business
Leadership Training’, to highlight the
advantages of 5G and explain the test-
bed in depth.

The testbed will involve 360-degree
augmented reality/virtual reality; remote
driving; multi-HD video and smart buses.

Contributions from international
experts are also expected to shed light
on 5G-driven innovations and inspira-
tions, industry trends, business use cases
and other key technologies that will use
early adoption of 5G to help reshape cor-
porate strategies.

Huawei is investing a total of US$5
million (158 million baht) in Thailand
through the 5G testbed. The testbed
is designed to serve as an R&D centre
for new technologies, with researchers
offering consultations and a full range
of new innovations.
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Initiated by the Digital Economy and
Society (DE) Ministry, the 5G sites are
located at Kasetsart University’s Sri Racha
campus. The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission has
been tasked with providing spectrum
ranges for the 5G trial, in cooperation
with major mobile operators and internet
service providers, said Pichet Durong-
kaveroj, DE minister.

“We will fully support and collaborate
with our partners to enact 5G innova-
tions before the technology is formally
introduced to the market. The system is
expected to become the backbone that
connects billions of devices, leading to
full implementation of Internet of Things,
artificial intelligence [Al], cloud network,
and other innovations,” said James Wu,
president of Huawei Southeast Asia.

“This will help accelerate the govern-
ment’s desire to enter the digital era and
become the region’s digital hub.”

The use of 5G is expected to pave the
way for new services and applications
such as Al-assisted health, smart manu-
facturing, smart cities and education.

Huawei has secured more than 30
commercial contracts for 5G, topping
its competitors.

More than 25,000 base stations have
already been shipped to different markets
in the world.

help@ignewsclip.com

Mr Pichet, third
from left, and Mr
Wu, third from
right, attend the
5G seminar.
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