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TELECOM

NBTC gears up
auctions for 5G

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator is moving
ahead with its plan to auction
spectrum on the 26- and 28-giga-
hertz as well as 2600-mega-
hertz ranges later this year to
prepare for 5G wireless broad-
band adoption.

The action comes after the
three major mobile operators
recently expressed no interest
in participating in the 700MHz
spectrum auction scheduled
for May.

The National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) also plans
to proceed as planned with the
700MHz auction according to its
original timeline.

CAT Telecom plans to par-
ticipate in the 700MHz auc-
tion, saying the company is
seeking a foreign partner for
the bid to create value in the
long term, especially after 2025
when its existing spectrum
licences expire.

If the NBTC auctions only
the 700MHz range for this year,
itmay affect the adoption of 5G,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC.

Lastweek Mr Takorn assigned
a working team to draft auc-
tion conditions for the 26- and
28GHz and 2600MHz ranges,
with a deadline for the initial
details by February.

The move aims to create alter-

natives for operators acquiring
proper spectrum bandwidth for
the 5G technology.

Mr Takorn said it is accepted
that the 26GHz, 28GHz and
2600MHz ranges are more
popular for 5G than the
700MHz spectrum.

“If the 700MHz auction defi-
nitely fails because there are
no prospective bidders, other
ranges are still on the cards to
be auctioned in parallel,” he said.

Standard bands for 5G tech
development comprise low-,
middle- and high-frequency
bands. The low band includes
700MHz, the middle band
covers 3400-3700MHz and the
high band covers 26,000- and
28,000MHz (or 26- and 28GHz).

Vendors and developers are
developing 5G tech via those

The 4GHz of
bandwidth

is sufficient

for operators
preparing for 5G.

TAKORN TANTASITH
Secrefary-general of the
NBTC
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standard ranges, with each 5G
range developed as a comple-
mentary band for the existing
spectrum band of 4G called
“anchor bands” (28GHz together
with the 850MHz range, 3400-
3700MHz with the 1800 and
2100MHz ranges and 700MHz
together with 2600MHz).

Currently there are no ven-
dors or developers developing
5G network equipment specifi-
cally using the 700MHz range for
commercial purposes.

In Thailand, the ranges
between 3500- and 3800MHz
and between 26- and 28GHz are
now partly used by satellite busi-
ness provider Thaicom.

But Mr Takorn said the NBTC
can reallocate 4,000MHz of
bandwidth or 4GHz on the 26-
and 28GHz ranges available for
the auction serving 5G.

“The 4GHz of bandwidth is
sufficient for operators prepar-
ing for 5G,” he said.

The 2600MHz range is cur-
rently held by state-owned
broadcaster MCOT with a total
of 180MHz of spectrum band-
width. MCOT has agreed to
return the unused bandwidth of
roughly 150MHz to the NBTC in
exchange for compensation.

Mr Takorn said the auctions of
the 26GHz, 28GHz and 2600MHz
ranges should be done in a
hybrid format, thus the best pro-
posal for 5G tech development
in the future and highest bid
price may be factors to decide
the winners.
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Satellite grant to end

Headline: Satellite grant to end

Satellite dishes at Thaicom headquarters in Nonthaburi. Public-pri
TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD

Cabinet says PPP the
best way forward

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The cabinet yesterday approved in
principle applying a public-private
partnership (PPP) format for the coun-
try’s satellite management in lieu of the
concession system once the existing
contract expires in 2021.

Government spokesman Bud-
dhipongse Punnakanta said the PPP
format was deemed the most appro-
priate and transparent, offering more
benefits to the country than the conces-
sion format.

The Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry will be tasked with drafting the
PPP process, Mr Buddhipongse said.

“Based on the latest cabinet approval,

D s

A

there will be no contract renewal or
extension for any domestic communi-
cation satellites,” he said. “That means
there will no longer be a concession
systern once existing contracts expire.”

Thaicomhailed the cabinetresolution,
saying it comes as a good sign offering
the clarity that the company has been
wanting for years.

The government has clarified the
future of Thaicom'’s satellites following
the end of the concessions, a positive
sign years in waiting, said Thaicom chief
executive Anant Kaewruamvongs.

Particularly, the resolution gives clar-
ity on doing business when the conces-
sions on the Thaicom 4, 5 and 6 satellites
under the DE Ministry expire in 2021.

“There was uncertainty for years
about what way the company could do
business related to the satellite assets
after 2021, Mr Anant said.

He said he must wait for more offi-
cial details from the government before
giving any directions.

vte harinerships are the likeliest course for future satellite management.

“Several critical details need to be
discussed that may take some time,’
Mr Anant said.

According to Mr Anant, Thaicom now
operates three satellites under a reve-
nue-sharing based concession regime:
Thaicom 4 or iPSTAR, a broadband sat-
ellite; and Thaicom 5 and Thaicom 6,
both of which are broadcasting satellites.

Thaicom 4is on orbital slot 119.5 and
Thaicom 5 at 78.5 East.

Thaicom also operates Thaicom 7

Several critical
details need to be
discussed that may
take some time.

ANANT KAEWRUAMVONGS
Thaicom chief executive
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and 8 under a single licence from the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission, requiring only a
5.75% licence fee payment to the NBTC.

Thaicom 7 was launched into orbit
in 2012 and has been in operation since
2014. Thaicom 8 was launched into orbit
in May 2016.

The government previously forced
Thaicom 7 and 8 to return to the old
concession system instead of a licensing
regime, saying the existing 5.75% licence
fee payment to the NBTC was too low
compared with the 20.5% revenue shar-
ing of the concession regime.

In addition, the government tried to

set anew operating fee structure for sat-
ellite businesses to profit from the grow-
ing space economy.

Thaicom has been negotiating with a
representative of the government during
the past two years but has yet to reach
any conclusion about the new operating
fee structure and has not yet settled the
dispute over Thaicom 7 and 8.

The government proposed creating
a “state satellite or national satellite”
initiated by the office of the National
Digital Economy and Society Commis-
sion in 2017.

The national satellite was targeted to
launch on the orbital slot at 119.5 East,
replacing Thaicom 4, after the conces-
sion expired in 2021.

The government offered three alter-
natives for the national satellite forma-
tion: a CAT Telecom-led operation or
state-owned formula that private part-
ners can join in investment; a share-
holding structure under terms of the
Public-Private Joint Venture Act; or a
private company (Thaicom) leading
the operation and CAT buying 30% of
the transponder’s capacity to operate
for the public’s benefit.

The national satellite proposal has not
advanced in over a year.
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