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TELECOMS

State mulls mobile operators’ petition

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
DARANA CHUDASRI

The government will continue to seek a
solution to the petition by the top three
mobile operators asking for a delay on the
last payment of bid fees for the 900-meg-
ahertz spectrum auction, following a fail-
ure yesterday to reach a resolution.

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam said the government is consider-
ing helpingmobile operators, whether it
be by invoking Section 44 or some other
measure, depending on the degree of
assistance needed.

“There are two solutions that involve
invoking Section 44, depending on
whether the government wants to fully
comply with their request or provide par-
tial assistance,” Mr Wissanu said.

He said the government is expected
to hold several more meetings after
acknowledging the proposal.

Yesterday he called in all related par-
ties to discuss the proposal, including
the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
Advanced Info Service (AIS), True Cor-
poration, Total Access Communication
(DTAC) and the Digital Economy and
Society Ministry.

After the meeting, NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith said the gov-
ernment should invoke Section 44 to help
two of the mobile operators before the
general election.

Mr Takorn said that if the government
denies the proposal, mobile operators
will not have the capital to invest in

5G infrastructure.

“They reported that their investment
in 3G and 4G has yet to reach a break-
even point, and they have already used
all the money borrowed from banks,”
Mr Takorn said. “They will not have any
capital to investin 5G, which is expected
to cost around 100 billion baht each,
excluding the roughly 100 billion baht
in bidding fees.”

He said the government should make
a decision before the general election.

Meanwhile, a source inside the meet-
ing said the main factor contributing to
the indecision was how the Finance Min-
istrywould handle the annual budgetin
2020 if it loses a significant amount of
money from the deferral of a combined
120 billion baht in bid fees.

“One thing that could ensure the reso-
lution is if the mobile operators agree to
commit to participate in the next planned
auctions this year, in exchange for assis-
tance with the 900MHz payment exten-
sion,” the source said.

Mr Takorn said that if Thailand is
unable to invest in 5G by 2020, the
country may lag behind neighbouring
countries in competitiveness and it could
have a drastic impact on industrial devel-
opment, especially the development of
artificial intelligence and the Internet of
Things, as well as smart city and smart
farm infrastructure.

He said Thailand lagged behind its
peersbya decade as aresult ofthe delay in
3G investment, and by eight years because
of 4G investment being bogged down.

“Without assistance to major opera-
tors, it will not only affect the 5G road-
map, but also fail to address the chronic
problem of digital TV operators,” Mr
Takorn said.

He said that if Section 44 is invoked
the state will still get reasonable interest
rates from the three companies through
the 900MHz licence payment instalment
plan. Meanwhile, the state will get money
from other planned auctions of several
spectrum ranges serving 5G.

The extension of 4G frequency will allow
companies to invest in their existing
networks and 5G technology.

PORNTHEP JUBHANDHU

Senior vice-president, SCB Securities
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RISING SPECULATION

ADVANC shares yesterday rose 0.55% to
close at 182 baht per share, and TRUE
shares rose by 0.97% to close at5.20 baht.

Meanwhile, shares of InTouch
Holdings Plc, a major shareholder of
ADVANC, rose 1.84% to close at 55.25
baht per share.

Pornthep Jubhandhu, senior vice-
president of SCB Securities (SCBS),
said the shares of the two telecom
operators, TRUE and ADVANC, are
expected to have a positive response if
the government decides to extend the
deadline for their 900MHz spectrum
payment licences.

“The extension can be compared
to funding,” Mr Pornthep said. “If this
occurs, the companies will have lower
cost of funding, borrow less, or they
might not need to borrow if they have
sufficient operating cash flow to repay
the frequency expenses.

“The extension of 4G frequency will
allow companies to invest in their exist-
ing networks and 5G technology”

Mr Pornthep said the impact on the
companies remains neutral if the gov-
ernment does not renew the licence
payment, as SCBS has assessed the tel-
ecom operators based on the assump-
tion that the payment deadline will not
be extended.

From the macro point of view, the
main concernis aboutthe next spectrum
licence auction, Mr Pornthep said.

If the auction is not managed care-
fully or if the auction price is too high,
the country may have the highest cost
of 5G in the world, he said.
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Headline: Press urge lifting of Voice TV gag order
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Press urge lifting of Voice TV gag order

POST REPORTERS

Press corps associations have urged the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) to
review its order suspending Voice TV’s
broadcasts for 15 days.

The digital TV station is now airing
normal programmes online via its web-
site and social media, but has been
banned from broadcasting on air.

The Thai Journalists Association, the
Thai Broadcast Journalists Association
and the Online News Providers Asso-
ciation yesterday said the NBTC must
exercise its power wisely so as not to
impede on freedom of the media.

The NBTC order was also denounced

by the Southeast Asian Press Alliance
(Seapa).

According to the Thai media asso-
ciations, the NBTC'’s decision affects
employees unrelated to the pro-
grammes in question. Any controver-
sial programmes should be dealt with
case-by-case, they said, adding the
NBTC went too far in suspending the
station’s broadcasting licence.

People who may have been defamed
in TV programmes already have the
right to sue in accordance with the
law, according to the media corps. They
also said the order conflicts with the
constitution and deprives the media
and people of rights and liberties, par-
ticularly during political campaigning
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ahead of the election.

The group called on the mediato act
cautiously in reporting political news
to ward off criticism they are acting in
favour of any particular political par-
ties. Additionally, they need to avoid
any reporting or rhetoric that could spur
divisions, according to the group.

Meanwhile, Seapa said: “Such per-
ceived risk is unwarranted and could
onlybe construed as yet another unmis-
takable curtailment of press freedom by
the ruling junta.”

Saying the broadcaster had aired
content causing confusion and incit-
ing divisions, the NBTC board on
Tuesday suspended the operating
licence ofVoice TV, which belongs

to the Shinawatra family, effective
on Tuesday, said Lt Gen Perapong
Manakit, a member of the NBTC
subcommittee governing TV content
and programming.

The NBTC said it had acted on 34
rule breaches committed by the TV sta-
tion since 2015 and had issued several
warnings and suspensions during that
time. Critics say it has acted too close
to the election.

Voice TV chief executive officer
Makin Petplai said the TV station will
lodge a case with the Central Admin-
istrative Court to seek a temporary
injunction against the order and it is
prepared to sue the NBTC for more than
100 million baht in damages.
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