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BROADCASTING

Judge sets
Voice TV
hearing date

POST REPORTERS

The Central Administrative Court has
scheduled Feb 20 as the date to con-
sider grounds on a case filed by Voice
TV against the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) which has suspended its TV
station licence for 15 days.

Yesterday, both Voice TV, belonging
to the Shinawatra family, and the NBTC
sent representatives to testify in court.
The court spent two hours before set-
ting the date.

Voice TV was taken off-air on
Wednesday, Voice TV chief executive
officer Makin Petplai said.

While giving the order, NBTC said
that Voice TV had aired content caus-
ing confusion and inciting divisions.
Therefore, the NBTC board decided
to suspend the operating licence
of Voice TV, said Lt Gen Perapong
Manakit, a member of the NBTC
subcommittee governing TV content
and programming.

Voice TV has breached the rules
a number of times, Lt Gen Perapong
said, adding that the suspension was
intended to allow Voice TV time to
improve its content.

The Thai Journalists Association, the
Thai Broadcast Journalists Association
and the Online News Providers Associa-
tion earlier this week issued a statement
saying that the NBTC must exercise its
power wisely so as not to impede on
freedom of the media.

The group also called on the mediato
be careful when reporting political news
to ward off criticism that they are acting
in favour of any particular political
party. Additionally, they need to avoid
reporting that could spur divisions.

The TV station is now airing pro-
grammes online via its website and
on social media but it remains banned
from broadcasting on TV.
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Double standards

PLAIN TALK
Wasant

Techawongtham

he twin hammers that pummelled
Thai Raksa Chart Party (TRC) and
Voice TV have left the Thaksin
Shinawatra camp reeling. Could it
be a fatal blow for the Pheu Thai-led
coalition? That's what many are waiting to see
with bated breath.

The Constitutional Court (CC) has set
Feb 27 to hold its first hearing on the case,
submitted by the Election Commission (EC),
to dissolve TRC for allegedly undermining the
constitutional monarchy system by nomi-
nating Princess Ubolratana as its sole prime
ministerial candidate in the upcoming general
election.

Many people view the EC action as being
adouble standard. They were amazed at the
lightning speed with which the commission
acted, from deliberation to filing a case with
the CC.

The EC is accused of being biased for failing
to allow the TRC to make its case in its own
defence before it went to the court. Its action
is seen as an about-face, too, because com-
mission officials initially accepted the party’s
application without any fuss and even allowed
it to use Princess Ubolratana’s images in its
campaigning.

In the meantime, the commission’s han-
dling of complaints against the pro-junta
Palang Pracharath Party for its dubious fun-
draising dinner back in December has been
proceeding (or not) at a snail’s pace.

The CCis expected to carry the ball from
the EC and run with it to the finish line in
record time. Rumour has it that the powers-
that-be want the case concluded before the
poll date to prevent any complications.

Struggling to stay alive against all odds,
TRC executives will try to convince the court
they submitted Princess Ubolratana as its sole
prime ministerial candidate in good faith.

The point of law is still in dispute because
of her status as a commoner. And strictly
speaking, the Royal Command is not a law.

But this case will not be decided on the
point of law. Like it or not, it will be a political
decision that will, one way or another, send
tremors through the political arena.

The junta royalists are watching Thaksin
supporters while squirming with glee. They

News ID: C-190216001043 (16 Feb 19/06:43)

with TRC ban bid

are looking forward to seeing a third dissolu-
tion befalling Thaksin-linked parties.

The onslaught against the Thaksin camp
does not stop there. Voice TV, owned by Pan-
thongtae Shinawatra, was dealt another severe
blow and ordered to shut down for 15 days
during a crucial period of intense political
campaigning.

The charges levelled by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) are flimsy at best. Voice TV's
offence was providing airtime for military
regime critics and academics to criticise the

government.

The closure order could mean the regime is
issuing warnings to other stations that broad-
cast similarly critical programmes. Or it could
mean that all other stations have toed the
regime’s line, a perception that does not bode
well for broadcast journalism.

Beyond their shared aim at the Thaksin
camp, the two cases are also similar in one
important aspect; they are both executed by
so-called independent organisations.

This has advantages for the military
regime because it provides them with
a plausible deniability. The regime can
claim that this is not an act of vendetta
or an attempt to trip its opponents in a

fiercely contested election. The independent
organisations are simply doing their jobs
independently.

But as we all know, “independent organisa-
tions” have ceased to be so since May 22, 2014,
when the constitution was trampled.

The independent organisations involved
in these two cases can take comfort knowing
they are protected by the military regime’s
Section 44 power that gives them immunity.

It's true the TRC brought the political wrath
upon themselves by proposing a member
of the royal family as their prime ministerial
candidate.

But fair-minded people can see that the
proposed punishment is disproportionate to

the crime, although they also suspect there is
a powerful and sinister force at work behind
the scenes.

The latest development is a clear indi-
cation that the regime has abandoned its
much-touted claim to achieve reconciliation
between conflicting parties when it grabbed
power. Now it's become a main party in the
conflict.

Pro-coup supporters continue to justify
their stance by claiming that the country
could not have been as peaceful as now with-
out the military stepping in. They prefer to be

Page:

‘ iQNEWS InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 @ 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com

1/3




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/OPINION
Date: Saturday 16 February 2019

Column: PLAIN TALK: Double standards with TRC ban bid

Volume: - No: - Page: 10(Top)
Col.Inch: 105.26 Ad Value: 157,890 PRValue (x3): 473,670

Clip: Full Color

As we all know, ‘independent

organisations’ have ceased to be
so since May 22, 2014, when the

constitution was trampled.

blind to the reality that the perceived peace
is actually a quiet simmering with increasing
frustration, ready to explode.

Something to keep in mind as well: Most
people — Thais included — usually have sym-
pathy for the underdog believed to have been
treated unfairly.

The undecided population is believed to be
large. Couple that with the number of young
voters, most of whom will be voting for the first
time. They would make for a deciding vote.

A word to the wise: If the TRC is taken out
and another party steps in, it could be even
more formidable than the fallen party. There’s
afuture in that scenario as well.

Wasant Techawongtham is former news editor of
the Bangkok Post.
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Thai Raksa Chart Party leader Preechapol Pongpanich, centre, and other party members show up at the Election Gommission on Feb 8 to submit their

nomination of Princess Ubolratana as the party’s sole prime ministerial candidate. PATIPAT JANTHONG
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