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Voice TV back on air after
admin court vetos blackout

POST REPORTERS

»Voice TV is back on air after the Central
Administrative Court issued an injunc-
tion against the broadcasting regulator’s
15-day blackout order pending a trial.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
on Wednesday ordered
the company to stop
its TV broadcasts from
midnight the same day,
using its power under
the Broadcasting Act.

The regulator said
two of its news pro-
grammes had seditious
and confusing content.
It claimed complaints
had been filed regularly
against Voice TV and
the station was found to have violated
the law four times in 2015, 11 times in
2016, 10 times in 2017 and nine times
in 2018. Despite numerous warnings,
the programmes continued to break
the law, leading to the suspension, the
NBTC said.

The NBTC, however, did not reveal
which content it found illegal, citing the
need to protect the operator. As a digital
media company, Voice TV was able to
run all of its programmes normally via

BACKTO
DEMOCRACY

Facebook Live since the order covered
only its digital TV operation.

Two days after the blackout, the com-
pany, owned by former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra’s children, asked the
Central Administrative Court to consider
an injunction.

Both sides presented their cases to the
court the next day. The
court decided on Friday
the constitution explic-
itly protects the rights
and freedom of mem-
bers of the media and
the NBTC can exercise its
power to stop them only
when two factors are met
— when they broke Sec-
tion 37 of the Broadcast-
ing law, and such action
causes serious damage.

Section 37 allows the NBTC to sus-
pend TVlicences when the contentleads
to the toppling of the rule of constitu-
tional monarchy, undermines national
security, disrupts peace and order and
affects good morality.

The court agreed with the petitioner
and issued the injunction, allowing
Voice TV to go back on air late on Friday.
The court also scheduled a hearing on
Wednesday, followed by a trial and ruling
on Feb 25.
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7 HOPES DASHED: People cast their ballot

»It wasn't a good week for those who
claim the March 24 general election
will be free and fair. The “gateway to
resumption of government accounta-
bility and democracy building” seemed
firmly closed.

Tobe fair the princess-as-prime-min-
ister affair was an SIW — a self-inflicted
wound by a few people at the top of the
Thai Raksa Chart Party. But what then
followed in retribution came from the
“independent” Election Commission
nominated by the military regime.

The stealth passage last week of six
new cyberlaws including the unimagi-
nably intrusive cybersecurity bill came
straight from the regime-appointed
National Legislative Assembly. And that
all followed the sudden and even more
opaque decision to quit Thai Raksa
Chart and politics by Gen Yosanant
Raicharoen, the former deputy supreme
commander after an invitation for a cup
of coffee that lasted weeks.

Then came the amazing order by the
regime-designated broadcast censors
for Voice TV to shut down, censorship
absent even a scoff-worthy explanation.

The censorship was announced by

Lt Gen Perapong Manakit, PhD, whose
public record and media statements
make it seem like he spends a lot of
his working time watching the Vold-
emort-friendly, Oak-owned station.
Voice TV is or isn't to your taste, but
it is a leader of the surviving clutch of
outlets providing views of both the loyal
opposition and alternative civil society
and academics.

What severely troubled mainstream,
foreign and pro-regime figures alike is
that commissioner Lt Gen Perapong
(PhD) and his fascinating National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), the regime-ap-
pointed TV censors, couldn’t articulate
anactual reason for censoring Voice TV
other than “Thai people are so slow,
Voice TV might mislead them.” (Note:
paraphrasing)

The Administrative Court slapped
downthe NBTC and keptthe station on
the air through the election campaign.

The short bus ride to prison by the
Yellow Shirt 6 delighted or depressed
most people. But our point is that the
Court of Justice took 10-plus years to
properly and fairly conclude the first
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at Wang Thonglang district’s polling station before the voting was eventually cancelled, in 2014.

big case of violence and intimidation
after the 2006 coup to unseat Volde-
mort — the 2008 seizure of Government
House. One hopes justice will also visit
those involved in sometimes murder-
ous events that followed, starting with
occupations of the Bangkok airports.

After that on the timeline one craves
judgement of the red shirts. They black-
ened the nation with a despicable and
violent siege of the Asean summit at
Pattaya in 2009. Then came the Bang-
kok bus-burning and other violence
that ruined Songkran about the same
time. The 2010 street violence, killings
and arson — red shirts vs possibly cul-
pable government and military — hav-
en’t been fairly adjudicated.

So one case down, others to go
chronologically, including pending
Bangkok Shutdown cases, currently
five years-plus in the past. But when
an anti-regime political party commit-
ted a thought-crime, the Election Com-
mission was off to Constitutional Court
with an indictment in four days, and
asking for judgement inside 34 days.

Without justifying or pretending
accountability — that democracy stuff
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— the seven investigators, accusers
and prosecutors of the EC urged the
court to take away the political rights
of more than 100 potential members of
parliament and also strip hundreds of
thousands of even more innocent citi-
zens — none of whom were involved in
any manner in the Princess Ubolratana
affair. The EC and the people that com-
missioners swore to serve know full well
that only a tiny few core members of
TRCwere even aware of the plan.

Wiping out at a single stroke the
Thai Raksa Chart Party, its entire slate
of election candidates and the right to
choose of its members and supporters is
amagnitude of escalation of the moral
and legal rule that the sins of the father
must not be visited upon the family.

Accepting the debatable assumption
that some action is vital, election laws
dictate that the executives who directed
the “inappropriate” plan should pay the
price. If it occurred to the EC members
they are responsible for voters' rights,
they didn’t mention it.

Next, it's in the hands of the
court responsible for enforcing the
regime’s constitution.
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