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EDITORIAL

Every step towards 56 WILL BE CRUCIAL

THE CHALLENGES ARE TREMENDOUS BUT THERE IS NO ROOM FOR ERROR WHEN THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS ARE SO ENORMOUS

ing a tightrope amid fast-break-

ing advances in 5G technology.
There will be large and influential pri-
vate concerns involved, and crucially so
if the publicis to gainanything from the
array of new and interesting platforms
being created.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission and
whoeverformsthe next government will
have to be sharp to avoid even minor
mistakes that could lead toall the ben-
efits going to corporations and the pub-
lic being denied what it rightfully
deserves.

O urgoverning authoritiesare walk-

There havebeenworrying claimsthat
the major telecom players — True Corp,
Advanced Info Services and Dtac — are
not yet fully prepared to investin 5G as
much as will be required. They are still
grappling with the costs of previous
state concessions, and enormous bids
willbeneededtosecure5Glicences. The
sumsinvolved could boggle the mind of
the average citizen, leaving the general
public unable tofairly judge who should
dowhat and how much should be paid.

Thus, it's the authorities that will
have to make the judgements and, if
they don’t have public interests fore-
most in mind, the situation will become
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precarious. They need to determine
whether the existing major telecom
investorswould begettingan adequate
return on their outlay, and whether any
newcomers who emerge can be trusted
with the 56 revolution, and if so how.
They willoversee tricky bidding that will
dictate not only the future of the firms
participating, but also Thailand’s
progress on the world stage.
Telecommunications represent the
next big development. Analysts have
linked theimportance of telecomtocur-
rent tensionsbetweenthe United States
and China over electronics giant the
Huawei. Global politics complicates the
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situation in Thailand, where Huawei’s
products have been welcomed. Count
on seeing shifts in our relations with
Washington and Beijing in the near
future.

The Thai authorities will have to try
and carefully balance public interests,
diplomatic ties and corporate survival -
three areas among which clashes are
inevitable. It certainly doesn't help mat-
ters that domestic politics is so divisive
andatthesametimefocusedsomuchon
thepowerandwealthtiedupintelecom-
munications.

Honesty and integrity must be the
guides through an increasingly difficult

period. Theendresultsof proper 5Gdevel-
opment will obviously be worth setting
asidepersonalambitionsand differences
over ideology. It will enhance Thailand's
global competitiveness, education and
social wellbeing. Any blunderscommitted
will leave Thailand lagging behind other
nations, saddled with high service fees
and riddled with loopholes for more cor-
ruption.

The Constitution is clear about tele-
comfrequencies belonging to the people
andentruststheNBTCtomakesurethere
is no diversion from that tenet. It will be
another mammoth challenge for the
commission, which has stumbled in the
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past in telecom bidding and the intro-
duction of digital TV. How the NBTC pri-
oritises its constitutional obligation will
be under the microscope.

For all the ongoing political bickering
that often seems of the utmost impor-
tance, Thailand’s futurereliesin fact not
on election outcomes but on new tech-
nology that benefits the citizenry.

Ifwireless connections becomefaster,
cheaperandmoreefficient, politics willbe
rendered less significant. Genuine knowl-
edge will be more prevalent, skills easier
to acquire and opportunities more even-
ly shared. This is the equality that repre-
sents true democracy.
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