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Headline: PM invokes S44 to halt NBTC picks
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PM invokes
S44 to halt
NBTC picks

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
invoked Section 44 to suspend the process
of selecting new members of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) until the newlegisla-
tion that governs the organisation comes
into force.

The Section 44 order, which was issued
by the premier in his capacity as chief of
the National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO), was announced in the Royal
Gazette yesterday.

Any members who are obliged to vacate
their posts when they turn 70 would be
allowed to perform their duties until the
billis enforced. NBTC chairman Sukit Kha-
masundara is 69 while another member,
Prasert Silphiphat, is 68.

In cases where NBTC members have
to leave their posts for other reasons, the
remaining members will be allowed to
perform their duties.

The order came as three mobile opera-
tors — Advanced Info Service, True Move
H Universal Communication and Total
Access Communication — are due to
submit proposals to buy 700MHz spec-
trum licences, meant for the 5G network,
on June 19.

The NBTC plans to sell 10MHz of band-
width to each of the three operators.
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BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS

US looks
for Thai 5G
entry point

Using Huawei tech
not anathema to ties

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
WILLIAM HICKS

The US Commerce Department is
exploring business opportunities and
cooperation to promote US-based tech
firms to expand investment in Thai-
land’s telecom sector, especially for 5G
wireless broadband tech adoption.
Supot Tiarawut, secretary and direc-

tor of the Telecommunication Associa-
tion of Thailand (TCT), said a US Com-
merce Department official and his team
asked the TCT to provide updates on
telecom sector developments and 5G
preparation in the country.

The official was interested in
encouraging US-based tech solution
SMEs to expand their investment in
the country.

The TCT told the US representative
that Thailand is trialling 5G in the 5G
testbed in two categories, one under
the Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry in the Eastern Economic Cor-
ridor and another at Chulalongkorn
University’s testbed centre, hosted by

the telecom regulator.

The TCT has several members from
US-based firms, including Intel, Qual-
comm and Cisco, some of whom have
been TCT directors.

Mr Supot said the TCT welcomes the
US Commerce Department’s coopera-
tion with the association by sending
speakers to the TCT'’s academic semi-
nars on telecom tech in the future.

At the meeting, the US Commerce
Department was also made aware of
the NBTC's “neutral policy” on accept-
inginvestment and technology from all
global telecom vendors, even in light of
the ongoing trade dispute between the
US and China.

A source in the telecom industry said
the US Commerce Department’s latest
move was inevitably seen as an effort
to strengthen business relations for US-
based tech firms in Thailand, a regional
centre for mobile business, as 5G tech
adoption approaches.

This comes at a time when trade
tensions, particularly over Huawei,
have been particularly vicious. The US
government has banned US compa-
nies from selling supplies to Huawei,
leading Google to revoke Huawei’s
Android operating system licence on
all Huawei smartphones.

Despite US efforts to dissuade allies
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There is no pure US-based firm operating
telecom network in the global market, with
Huawei’s major rivals in 5G development

being Ericsson and Nokia.
ANONYMOUS TELECOM SOURCE

from using Huawei technology in their
telecom infrastructure out of security
concerns, Thailand and many other
countries have ignored the requestand
wholly embraced the Chinese firm's for-
eign investment.

The same source said US telecom
firms are mainly operating through
digital platforms, applications and
solutions, not telecom network
infrastructure.

In the past, the US’s most prolific
multinational telecom equipment
firm was Lucent Technologies. Lucent
merged with France's Alcatel SA in a
merger of equals on Dec 1, 2006, form-
ing Alcatel-Lucent. Alcatel-Lucent was
absorbed by Nokia in January 2016.

“There is no pure US-based firm
operating a telecom network in the
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global market, with Huawei’s major
rivals in 5G development being Erics-
son and Nokia,” the source said.

US companies like Qualcomm,
Motorola and Lucent used to be domi-
nant players in developing Thailand’s
telecom infrastructure, but pricing
pressure (and perhaps some burden-
some domestic regulations) pushed
these companies out of the market,
giving the edge to Huawei and Sweden-
based Ericsson.

US firms still have a stake in the 5G
future of Thailand and Southeast Asia,
as tech giants like Google, Amazon
and Apple are still leaders in digital
innovation and will be developing
applications and devices, as well as
offering cloud services on the 5G
network.
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