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TECHNOLOGY

DE Ministry expedites 5G
to lure global investors

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry aims to accelerate 5G adop-
tion to next year, especially in Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC) areas, as a
way to attract global tech investment.

DE Minister Buddhipongse Punna-
kanta said 5G adoption is needed by
2020in line with the government's road-
map for digital economy development.

“By 2020, 5G adoption and some use
cases must be seen in the EEC or some
potential areas,” Mr Buddhipongse said.

The EEC is the government’s flag-
ship investment scheme, spanning the
eastern provinces of Chon Buri, Rayong
and Chachoengsao. Itis due to be com-
pleted by 2021 to turn those provinces
into technological, manufacturing and
service hubs connected to Asean neigh-
bours by land, sea and air.

The DE Ministry plans to work closely
with the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
to ease the existing burdens or limita-
tions on 5G development.

Mr Buddhipongse said 5G tech could
help drive digital transformation in ver-
tical industries, especially the manufac-
turing, energy and utility sectors. The
Internet of Things and related devices
would be core drivers for telecom and
industrial change.

The DE minister conceded that sev-
eral shortcomings are stillimpeding 5G
adoption and development, including
spectrum allocation, investment from
mobile operators and readiness for 5G
adoption among vertical industries.

Spectrum allocation is the duty of the
NBTC, he said, and a solution needs
to be ironed out to encourage mobile
operators to invest in spectra in order
to bolster 5G adoption.

The ministry wants to expedite
efforts to facilitate 5G adoption to allow
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for maximum benefit to the country, Mr
Buddhipongse said.

The ministry is collaborating with
various allies to proceed with 5G tests
in EEC areas, while the NBTC is working
with mobile operators and academic
groups to take part in such tests.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith recently raised the idea of estab-
lishing a “national 5G strategy commit-
tee} chaired by the prime minister, to
accelerate 5G adoption.

Theidea, he said, would be proposed
to the NBTC board for approval before
being forwarded to the government
for consideration.

Mr Takorn said 5G development
must be treated as a national agenda
item because cooperation is needed to
move it forward.

Last month the NBTC indicated that
two sets of multi-band ranges meant to
cater to 5G technology would be put up
for auction.

The first batch consists of the
700MHz, 2600MHz and 26-28GHz
spectra. The other comprises the 3400-
3600MHz and 1800MHz ranges.

The 2600MHz spectrum has been
held by state-owned broadcaster
MCOT, which has to return 190MHz
of unused bandwidth to the NBTC in
exchange for compensation. The bands
of 3400-3600MHz and 26-28GHz are
partly held by satellite operators.

“The timeline for the auctions will
be announced as soon as possible after
the NBTC board approves the auction
plan,” Mr Takorn said. “Spectrum needs
to be made available to accelerate the
introduction of 5G, which should be
seen as crucial national infrastructure,
as vital as road, railways and airports.”

Suphachai Chearavanont, chairman
of telecom operator True Corporation,
has said that the proper time for 5G
adoption is closer to 2021.
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