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National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
says his successor does not have to
be a technical expert in the industry,
as he or she will be backed by knowl-
edgeable and experienced officials to
streamline policy.

Mr Takorn is scheduled to leave his
poston July 1.

The 59-year-old submitted his resig-
nation letter to NBTC chairman Sukit
Khamasundara on Feb 18, requesting
to step down on May 18. His term ends
officially on Sept 10, when he turns 60.

On April 24, Gen Sukit informed Mr
Takorn that he could leave the poston
July 1.

According to the NBTC
chairman’s reply letter,
the NBTC Office needs to
have a leader to handle
managementand routine
operations, particularly
during the pandemic.

The office is also in
the process of consider-
ing remedy measures
and compensation for the
2600-megahertz range
recalled from state-owned broad-
caster MCOT, as well as working with
related parties to conduct a feasibility
study for the auction of the 3500MHz
band, which is currently occupied by
Thaicom, a SET-listed satellite ser-
vice provider.

“I don’t dwell on the position or

tion,” Mr Takorn said,
adding that he intends
to step down before his
term ends.

CAPABLE WORKFORCE
Mr Takorn brushed aside
concerns about who

Takorn: Surrounded by would become the new
experienced hands

NBTC secretary-general.

“Officials and the man-
agement team at the NBTC office are
knowledgeable with extensive experi-
ence and skills in both broadcasting
and telecommunication fields follow-
ing decades of work, training and study
trips,” he said.

More than 100 scholarship students
are also working for the NBTC with

academic backgrounds in econom-
ics, law, telecom, satellite and media.

Mr Takorn started working at the
NBTC in 2005 as a specialist. He was
made the secretary-general of the
agency in January 2012. He was reap-
pointed to the position in late 2016.

Without a background in telecom
and broadcasting, he said he gained
knowledge through advice and discus-
sion with officials who are specialists
in each sector.

He said technical knowledge is
not the most important issue for
his successor.

“He or she can be supported by
specialists and a management team,’
Mr Takorn said. “The position requires
leadership and courage to move indus-
tries forward in the face of opposition”
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KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA a role in the organisa- WORK CONTINUITY

The recruitment of new NBTC com-
missioners has yetto get off the ground
because a draft bill governing the can-
didate selection committee and qual-
ifications of applicants is still under
consideration by the lower house.

Mr Takorn said the new NBTC
board must press ahead with policies
and regulations deemed beneficial
to the public and industries in the
greater picture.

When forming regulatory frame-
works, a difference of opinions is inevi-
table, he said.

“We cannot wait for 100% support
to make a decision,” Mr Takorn said.

According to him, some existing
NBTC projects need to be pushed
ahead, including a plan to put

overhead cables underground. The
plan is expected to be complete within
two years.

The NBTC and Digital Economy and
Society (DES) Ministry plan to conduct
astudy of the 3500MHz range auction.
Thaicom has a concession contract to
make use of the range until Septem-
ber 2021.

The band is known to be a popular
range for 5G adoption, particularly
in Europe.

Mr Takorn said the 3500MHz auc-
tion should be done through other
methods, such as a beauty contest
auction, in which the auctioneer does
not specify the deciding criteria to pick
the winning bidder.

The method could help promote
innovation, he said.
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5G adoption outlook mixed

Consumer enthusiasm should be healthy, but industrial
use of IoT could lag. By Fitch Solutions

T hailand is among the more mature

telecoms markets in Southeast

Asia, and one of the earlier adop- 5G su BSCRIPTIONS
ters of 5G technology in the region. We B 5G subscriptions (1000)
expect a gradual trajectory of adop-
tion over our 10-year forecast period,
driven by both the consumer and enter-
prise segments.

The marketbased on the LTE mobile
standard is well-developed and pen-
etration of services is high, meaning the
transition to 5G will be commercially
viable from an operator perspective.

While the government remains
highly enthusiastic about the adoption
of Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT)
applications, a key hurdle will be the
{ggﬁ;‘;‘;;;gf;iﬂgs;:;i ‘;j‘;‘gﬁ‘;;g‘; 2020f 2021f 2022f 2023 2024f 2025f 2026f 2027 2028f 2029f
explored and the level of infrastructure Source: Fitch Solutions forecast
maturity, especially in fringe areas of
the country, remains low.

Limited consumer 5G networks were SPECTRUM HOLDINGS ' ™~

launched in the 2.6GHz band by both ¥
True and AIS in February this year, M 700MHz M 850MHz 900MHz ™ 1800MHz .

while DTAC is planning to launch on 2100MHz M 2300MHz M 2600MHz
the 26GHz band later in the first half

and on the 700MHz band in the latter
half of the year. However, coverage is
focused only on commercial areas in
downtown Bangkok.

We expect that network rollouts in
other parts of the country will follow a
gradual, progressive pace, for two rea-
sons: first, operators are currently occu-
pied with investing more resources in
their fixed networks to support greater
data traffic due to telecommuting amid
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Second, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) requires that operators reach
50% population coverage in six major Note: Includes spectrum on concession, excludes mmWave spectrum
provinces within four years. As a result,

=== 5G subscriptions, % mobile phone suscribers

we expect uptake of 5G to only pick up ~ >0urce: fitch Solutions BKPgraphics
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in 2023.

By the end of 2029, we expect Thai-
land to have 64.2 million subscrip-
tions, accounting for close to 70% of
the mobile market.

One of the requirements 5G spec-
trum bid winners must meetis covering
at least half of the Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC) — which encompasses
Chon Buri, Rayong and Chachoengsao
provinces — within the first year of ser-
vice availability.

The requirement suggests the eager-
ness of the government to increase

adoption of 5G applications in the target
industries of the EEC, which include the
automotive, food-processing, medical
tourism, aviation and logistics sectors.
Operators and equipment vendors will
likely find strong opportunities to roll
out use cases here.

In the country’s large automotive
sector, we believe that 5G can be used
for inventory and supply tracking on
production lines, as well as for robots on
the production line to enable a higher
degree of automation and fewer points

of possible failure.

Similarly, 5G can be deployed on
food-processing lines for better identi-
fication and tracking of spoiled items,
for instance.

Outside of the EEC, 5G can poten-
tially be applied in the agriculture
sector. Operators are already looking at
this area, with DTAC launching its Pre-
cision Farming Service in 2017, while
True has been working with CP Group
on agricultural monitoring.

A key risk to 5G is the general

unpreparedness of the industry to
adopt 5G applications. While True and
AIS already operate narrowband IoT
networks with considerable nationwide
coverage, uptake of ToT services appears
to be poor. The most recently available
official data from 2018 puts nationwide
IoT connections at just 20,000.
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The government
will need to focus
more on subsidies
for enterprises

to adopt more 5G
applications, and
work with industry
to develop more 5G
use cases.

While this number probably
increased throughout 2019, we believe
that the government will need to focus
more on subsidies for enterprises to
adopt more 5G applications, and work
more proactively with industry to
develop more 5G use cases.

The second issue pertains to the
release of 3.5GHz spectrum, currently
occupied by the satellite operator Tha-
icom under concessions lasting until
September 2021.

The NBTC hinted in February that
the spectrum is unlikely to be auc-
tioned in the near future, stating that
both AIS and True held sufficient spec-
trum to build out networks in the mid-
band range.

This puts DTAC atrisk; the operator
did not procure any mid-band spec-
trum, which provides a good balance
between speed and coverage. At the
same time, itis unable to lease capacity
from TOT or CAT, both of which failed
to win any mid-band wavelengths in
the auction.

Currently, itis difficult to gauge inter-
estin 3.5GHz spectrum, as operators do
notappear to highlight the band as can-
didate for their 5G services, although
we view that DTAC will likely move for
the spectrum when itis made available.
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