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TELCOMMUNICATIONS

MCOT asks NBTC to pay off Playwork

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

State-owned public broadcaster
MCOT has requested the telecom
regulator deliver partial compensa-
tion for the 2600-megahertz spectrum
recall to its former pay TV partner
Playwork directly, instead of letting it
be responsible for dividing and provid-
ing the sum to the company.

The move surprised the manage-
ment at the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC), who said the regulator
has nothing to do with the allocation
of compensation to MCOT'’s partner.

Playwork entered into a contract
with MCOT to run a pay TV service
on the 2600MHz range but the project
never got off the ground.

The NBTC recalled the 2600MHz
spectrum range from MCOT for the
5G spectrum licence auction held
last February.

Following the spectrum recall, the
NBTC in June 2020 resolved to pay
3.23 billion baht in compensation to

MCOT, based on six years and five
months of the company’s right to
occupy the spectrum.

The request from MCOT’s manage-
ment was recently sent to the manager
of the NBTC’s Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Research and Devel-
opment Fund (BTRDF), and then it
was passed onto the NBTC office, said
a source at the NBTC management
who requested anonymity.

“MCOT management once asked
the NBTC to determine the exact sum
Playwork should receive in compensa-
tion, but the regulator’s board refused
to do this since this is a matter of the
partnership deal,” said the source.

The NBTC office has to clarify
that it cannot do as requested, the
source said.

The 3.23-billion-baht compensa-
tion is scheduled to be paid in seven
instalments during the period 2020-30.

The first instalment of the pay-
ment was made to MCOT in Sep-
tember last year, even as the com-
pany lodged a petition with the

Central Administrative Court against
the NBTC'’s resolution to pay 3.23 bil-
lion baht.

The selection process for seven
new board members for the NBTC has
come under fire after one of the candi-
dates who failed to make the 14-name
shortlist complained ten out of the 14
should have been disqualified based
on the NBTC Act.

The shortlist selection was carried
out by the Senate Secretariat’s NBTC
board selection committee.

Maj Gen Suphichart Senanurak,
who failed to be chosen in the short-
list, petitioned the Senate yesterday to
look into the matter.

He said he will also petition the
Administrative Court in the next few
days, asking it to suspend the ongoing
selection process.

The 14 shortlisted candidates cover
seven different fields required for the
board, with two per field.

The fields consist of telecom, broad-
casting, TV business, law, engineering,
economics and consumer protection.
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