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Headline: Court urged to halt True, Dtac merger

Clip: Black/White

Court urged
to halt True,
Dtac merger

Public interest ‘not
protected’, says TCC

POST REPORTERS

The Thailand Consumers Council
(TCC) has asked the Central Admin-
istrative Court to revoke the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tion Commission’s decision on the
planned merger of True Corporation
and Total Access Communication
(Dtac) and to issue an injunction
pending its ruling.

Backed by 2,022 consumers, the
petition was lodged on Thursday
against NBTC’s vote on Oct 20 to
“acknowledge” the plan for the merger
with conditions attached. According
to the regulator, it does not have the
power to approve or reject the move
but can set conditions. In its petition,
the TCC, which is strongly opposed
to the merger out of concerns that
it may lead to market control and
unfair competition, claims the
NBTC's decision and voting process
are deemed illegitimate.

Despite the decision affecting mil-
lions of users, the telecom regulator
failed to gather public input regard-
ing the merger conditions itimposed
and did not seek an opinion from an
international independent adviser for
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a report on the impact of the merger.

According to the petition, the
NBTC chairman used his power as
chairman to cast the deciding vote
fora 3-2 decision supporting the
stance that the NBTC had no power
to approve or reject the merger. Cast-
ing the second vote to break the tie is
against the NBTC's regulations. The
measures and conditions imposed by
the NBTC are also considered weak
and unable to alleviate impacts and
yield any benefit to consumers and
other businesses.

“The NBTC could be seen as failing
to do its job of protecting the public
interest and promoting free and fair
competition. This could be in viola-
tion of the charter, the national fre-
quency allocation law, the telecom
and broadcasting law, and the tel-
ecom master plan,” said the petition.

In its petition, the TCC has asked
the court to issue an injunction
against the NBTC's decision and pro-
hibit activities related to the merger
decision until it issues the ruling.

Saree Ongsomwang, the TCC sec-
retary-general, said the petition was
filed because the NBTC forwarded its
decision on the merger plan to both
firms. Sirikanya Tansakul, deputy
leader and list-MP of the Move For-
ward Party, yesterday lodged a peti-
tion with the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission against the NBTC
over the merger decision.
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Ad Rate: 1,250

Col.Inch: 66.85
ABANY: NAINISEINAIESE: 1ABIsasNAUaalan 2022 (2)

Section: First Section/-

Fufi: 113 12 woASniew 2565
atufi: 13767 W 4(an9)

PRValue (x3): 250,687.50

Ad Value: 83,562.50

A

2D

on”

-l 1] v ol A J
Auanglsdaslildfiundngad
WV A o = v
Wavealan deldauly dnwstii
n3a A nndnmin Liguysel use
nsemeganspiiiauaalanivame
d 1
Wumiiagmie
= 1 CJ‘I
AnNBunuiunuviauaa N
I, o v By
WMsumuddauiuml vawausa
S . e e
aneiw Ma gHa wudud “@n
unazidu filvgautla Wavaalan
-5 Nl T ar =
luldnisurnuanlansanay
Mduadadnaaly
- o o 1
naa1d mwies olildae
< W o = v '
Wuinmwougaaidan wiazny
a - P A 1
BuamamatinanmsiaanInamw
o 1 o
laq fehwanfon neddu 2a
oA A
ussenmed laulandwnineluGes
anduyvezu anSieEmwans ald
1 a s o i |
Naurwedy  dsuuruvaaaiun
P = o o & o o
AnvzauluiBesiuaeensddun
s W oa 1ot £ w @ e
wedl gudadifianduhlueviadion
gzeviawa dabiziag
Wauaalan 2022 1lu
“URULEU” DANNILATHFAINEU
- o > -
fdunteiulatgnisualauiiu
na:nanHuuaassiigsfeauy
AufaaedliiusdusAsey wen:
laidnazls ldusnasgruawiu
sUUeFY
ar J 1 o I " 9 1
gannan du “sdnlw” wue
usn dgednwiasnaiiu gaugn
o ‘J T 1]
Jaafiua3edausedns (3wean
e U wuaaLeas anday
Wausalan 2022 Faurieudaring
uugWauaalanuimdia...
A = 1 =1 a
aninguiess Hulasstuugd
Wavaalanlunzianse
(et ” =
5181 “b@s 1”7 Awalu
danquaelids:du Aausidandu
W9 2 918 9 (FUNU)
gAYl

SRa212: C-221112030012 (12 W.8. 65/05:57)

a IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited [ 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com

Hu: 272




	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

