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TELECOM

NBTC board votes 4:3 to reject recruitment of new chief

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) voted 4:3 yesterday
against a recruitment process for anew
secretary-general, indicating the pro-
cess has been driven by the chairman
and invalid from the start.

The move signals a continued
vacuum at the management post after
Takorn Tantasith resigned more than
three years ago.

The board unanimously resolved
to start a new recruitment process in
the near future, with all seven com-
missioners participating in the details
of the process, instead of the process
being driven by the chairman, said
commissioner Pirongrong Ramasoota.

The board held a special meeting
yesterday to consider the selection of
a secretary-general.

NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boon-
baichaiyapruck nominated acting
secretary-general Trairat Viriyasirikul
as the only candidate for the post at the
meeting. There were nine applicants.

Four commissioners voted against
the selection process, noting it was run
improperly by the chairman and the
selection of the post is not solely the
chairman’s authority.

These four commissioners com-
prised Mrs Pirongrong, AM Thanapant
Raicharoen, Suphat Suphachalasai
and Somphop Purivigraipong.

Mrs Pirongrong said the four com-
missioners disagreed with the selec-
tion procedure, regardless of the can-
didate proposed by the chairman.

AM Thanapant said the recruit-
ment process was invalid because it
never obtained formal approval from

The four commissioners disagreed with
the selection procedure, regardless of the
candidate proposed by the chairman.

PIRONGRONG RAMAS00TA
Commissioner, NBTC

the board.

Previously, Dr Sarana insisted his
selection method for the post falls
under his authority under NBTC law.
The chairman can hand-pick one
candidate from the applicants for the
meeting’s approval, he said.

Some commissioners doubted
whether the chairman’s selection
method complies with NBTC laws
and regulations.

“The NBTC should have a new
secretary-general soon to ensure
the operational management and
functions of the organisation,” Mrs
Pirongrong said.

The current NBTC board started
working in April 2022, while the
secretary-general recruitment process
began in April 2023.

Last year Mr Trairat filed a law-
suit with the Central Criminal Court
against the four dissenting commis-
sioners, accusing them of misconduct
and negligence of duty based on their
alleged unfair removal of him from the
post of acting secretary-general.

The court accepted the case and is
scheduled to hear it on Feb 7.

The lawsuit is related to the NBTC
contribution of 600 million baht to
related parties to acquire the broadcast

rights of World Cup 2022 final matches.

In January 2023, the NBTC board
appointed a subcommittee to probe
the allegations by IP TV platforms
that the contribution favoured certain
companies. In April, a majority of the
subcommitteeresolved the NBTC con-
tribution might breach related laws

and NBTC rules.

In June, an NBTC board meeting
resolved to acknowledge the result
of the probe and considered the por-
tion that cited Mr Trairat relating that
the financial contribution might not
comply with the law or NBTC's rules.

As a result, the four commissioners
voted to temporarily suspend Mr Trai-
rat from his acting secretary-general
post and set up a panel to investigate
him on a disciplinary basis.

A source in the NBTC who
requested anonymity said before
the board meeting started yesterday,
the chairman asked if the four com-
missioners sued by Mr Trairat would
consider the agenda for the secretary-
general recruitment.

All four said they have no conflicts
in considering the post as they are not
candidates for the post.
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